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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Ivan Ziegler 

SAVE THESE DATES 
 
 

Sept 17 —Meeting at Greenvale 
Townhouse Diner 

 
Oct 4-11 – Inbound Journey 
from San Diego, California 
 
Nov 12—Holiday Party 
 
Annual Dues—due Dec 1 

 

 

A FRIENDSHIP FORCE SUMMER 

With summer coming to a close I was thinking about the enjoyable 
“Friendship Force” times that Sheila and I experienced over the past 
couple of months. 

In early July we hosted Greta and Dany and their 2 grandsons for 5 
days. Greta and Dany were our home hosts in Leuven, Belgium when 
our club visited there back in 2015. As is common within Friendship 
Force, hosts frequently become friends with their guests and the 
friendship lasts far beyond the Exchanges. Several months ago, Greta 
emailed us that they were planning a trip to NYC and wanted recom-
mendations for things to see and places to stay with their 8 and 12 
year old grandsons. Our instinctive FF response of “come stay with us” 
resulted in their visit. We truly enjoyed doing special things together, 
including visiting beaches, the Coney Island Aquarium, and for the first 
time in 30 years, my riding on the Cyclone. 

A similar experience was enjoyed by Jackie Agdern and Gerry Pollatos 
when they hosted Heriberto and Marlene from Costa Rica for a week. 
Jackie and Gerry stayed with this couple when our club visited Costa 
Rica in 2017 and, naturally, when they told them that they were com-
ing to New York, Gerry and Jackie also uttered the Friendship Force 
response and offered to host in Gerry’s home for a week. Many of us 
had the opportunity to meet this delightful couple at the farewell din-
ner at Gerry’s house last month. Sheila and I also had the good fortune 
of personally hosting Heriberto and Marlene for a day at the NY Botan-
ical Gardens. 

In between these personal visits, 23 of our members had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Kalispell, Montana, where we were hosted for a 
week by the Friendship Force of Flathead Valley club. Our hosts could-
n’t do enough for us, with several of their members chauffeuring us 
several hundred miles through “Big Sky country” including visits to 
Glacier National Park. Friendships were renewed and new friendships 
were formed that I know will last long into the future. After the ex-
change, Sheila and I travelled to Kelso, Washington to visit Judy and 

http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
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Membership News by Jackie Agdern 

 
Good News! Please welcome our newest member Mary Anne Cicarelli.  

 

Currently we have 54 members on the books. Of that about half are ac-

tive. I am working with high hopes to increase our membership. 

 

As always, the most sure-fire way of bringing new people into Friendship 

Force is through YOU, our present membership! Talk us up; wherever 

you go, and to whomever you meet, and bring them to our meetings or 

other events. As people get older, they sometimes can no longer host or travel comfortably, so 

new members are always welcome and are necessary for us to remain an active club! 

 

The Publicity & Membership Committees are working together to promote our chapter. On 

September 30th, our club will be participating in the annual “Over 50’s Fair” at the Hilton Hotel, 

Melville. Those of you interested in helping at the table, please contact me. 

 

Do you know anyone who has shown a bit of interest in Friendship Force? Encourage them to 

attend our next “Meet and Greet” dessert-orientation on Tuesday, October 2 at 7PM at Panera 

Bread in Huntington. Here’s what an orientation is like: We invite potential members and a few 

of our established members to these evening meetings. The members talk about how they be-

came interested in Friendship Force, and what kinds of events and experiences they have 

been enjoying. The potential members tell us a little about themselves and why they think FFLI 

might be a good match for their interests. We enjoy watching a wonderful video about the his-

tory and goals of Friendship Force! Then -- we enjoy some tasty desserts and conversation. 

We invite you to tell your friends and colleagues about it, and give us their email and phone 

information so that we can formally invite them. 

 

REMEMBER: Every member of FFLI is a member of the Membership Team! 

 
 

Neil Smith, the couple we hosted when the Flathead Valley club visited Long Island. Judy and Neil 
hosted us in their home for a couple of days and then the 4 of us went down to Ashland, Oregon 
to enjoy the Oregon Shakespeare festival. 

Our summer has truly been a “Friendship Force” summer and clearly shows how much you can 
get out of being a member of this wonderful organization. I encourage all of you to participate – 
get involved when we host the San Diego chapter in October (who doesn’t want to have a friend 
in San Diego?). Travel with our club to Tampa or The Isle of Wight next spring. Meet people, start 
new friendships. It is so rewarding and it accomplishes the mission of Friendship Force “To pro-
mote understanding, cultural education and citizen diplomacy through homestay Journeys and 
personal friendships.” 
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Other News/Celebrations 

 

. 

    Cow Harbor Festival 

 Friendship Force Long Island will have a table at Northport Village’s annual Great 
Cow Harbor Day and Parade, which will be held on Sunday, September 16, 2018 
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. In past years, the festival attracted large numbers of visitors 
and the same is expected for this year’s event.  We are hopeful that our presence at 
the festival will garner interest in FFLI.  Additional volunteers are needed to “man” 
the FFLI table.  Please contact Jim Glasser if you are available to help. 

Donation to Friendship Force International 

A donation of $250 was made to Friendship Force International to celebrate the or-
ganization’s 40th anniversary.  Most of the money came from excess contributions 
toward the Flathead Montana outbound journey. 

Visitors from Costa Rica 

Marlene Jimenez Villalobos and Heriberto Morales Bolanos from Costa Rica came to 
New York and stayed with Gerry Pollatos.  Marlene and Heriberto had been Gerry 
and Jackie’s home hosts in Costa Rica in 2017.  Some highlights of their trip to New 
York included a visit to Coney Island, watching the sunset from the Marriott Marquis, 
and seeing old FFLI friends and meeting new ones.  Many thanks to Gerry and Jack-
ie for hosting Marlene and Heriberto, to Ivan and Sheila for day hosting them and 
taking them to the Botanical Gardens and to Claudia and Richard for dinner hosting 
our visitors.  

 

 

 

 

Summer Party—August 25th 

Many thanks to Gerry Pollatos and Jackie Agdern for hosting a wonderful summer  

party in his garden at his home in Huntington.  
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MEMBER & CLUB 

CELEBRATIONS 

September Birthdays 

1—Janette Lohan 

11— Michele Peppers 

12— Gail Loetman 

October Birthdays  

27—Evelyn Hersch 

29—Annette Kirk & Morris Stoler 

November Birthdays  & Anniversaries 

1—Mimi & Mike Hirsch’s anniversary 

7—Claudia & Richard Erckert’s anniversary 

22—Mimi Hirsch’s birthday 

28—Harriet & Joel Weidenbaum’s anniversary  

September October  November 

16—Cow Harbor Festival in 

Northport.  Contact Jim Glass-

er if you want to help man our 

table. 

2—Meet and Greet at 

Panera Bread in Huntington 

at 7pm. Contact Jackie 

Agdern if you plan to attend.  

12—Holiday Party.  Location and 
time TBD.  Entertainment will be 
provided. 

17—General Meeting at 

Greenvale Diner 7pm.  Join 

others for dinner at 5:30pm. 

Topics—Update from Ivan, 

Slideshow of Journey to Flat-

head, Montana 

4-11—Inbound Journey from 

San Diego, CA.  Send in your 

signup sheets and contact 

Claudia to volunteer to 

home host or day host.  WE 

NEED VOLUNTEERS!!! 

19—Executive Board meeting at 
Gerry Pollatos’ home—7pm 

24—Executive Board Meeting 

at Bobbi Zorn’s home—7pm 

 

29—Executive Board 

meeting at Kathy Daly’s 

home—7pm 

 

30—Over 50s Fair at Hunting-

ton Hilton. Call Jackie Agdern 

to volunteer to man booth. 

  

MARK YOUR 

 CALENDARS 

December Birthdays  & Anniversaries 

17—Lori & Jerri Axinn’s anniversary 

24—Jeanne & Mark Heend’s anniversary 
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2018  OUTBOUND JOURNEY 

 

 

 
 

 

   Flathead, Montana, July 10-17  - Jim Glasser, AC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From July 10 through July 17, 2018, 23 Ambassadors from Friendship Force Long Island 

participated in a terrific journey to Flathead Valley, Montana.  Our hosts greeted us with 

open arms and were exceptionally gracious and hospitable.  A great itinerary was put to-

gether by Friendship Force Flathead Valley which began with a visit to and tour of Conrad 

Mansion, concluding with FFLI Ambassador Coordinator Jim Glasser and FFLI President 

Ivan Ziegler presenting a donation on behalf of FFLI to Sparrow’s Nest of Northwest Mon-

tana, an organization that works with the community to ensure that unaccompanied home-

less high school students have a safe place to sleep at night. Sparrow’s Nest’s goal is to use 

safe and sustainable housing as a mechanism for empowering these students to develop 

the personal and professional skills required to graduate high school and become productive 

members of the community.   A terrific luncheon at the McAllister’s beautiful Ashley Lake 

home followed, as did a variety of activities over the course of the week, including: visit(s) to 

the fabulous Glacier National Park; a trip to Whitefish Mountain, which included a gondola 

ride to the summit and a hike down the mountain by a number of our Ambassadors and 

FFFV’s hike-coordinators; lovely meals and dinners;  a tour of Flathead Lake; a visit to the 

extremely informative and interesting Ninepipe Museum of Early Montana, lunch prepared 

by the Amish Mission Valley Community, coinciding with a big Amish auction; a walk though 

St. Ignatius Mission, a farewell dinner at Vista Linda; a visit to historic Izaac Walton Inn; ad-

ditional time spent in Glacier National Park; and more. The considerable amount of driving 

our hosts did was incredible, and they were so knowledgable about Glacier NP and the sur-

rounding areas as well as the history of the region that they could have been professional 

tour guides!!  All of the home hosts, day hosts, planners, coordinators, dinner hosts and all 

members of FFFV were tremendous. Special thanks to FFFV President and Host Coordina-

tor Priscilla French for all the work that went into making this journey so enjoyable.  It was 

greatly appreciated!  Thanks to all for the bond of friendship!   
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Flathead, Montana—continued 

Outside the Conrad 

Mansion in Kalispell 

Conrad Mansion in Kalispell 

Our welcome lunch at the McAllister’s 

home on  Ashley Lake  
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Visit our website— www.ffli.net to see more 

pictures. 

Wild goat in Glacier   

National Park 

Scenery in Glacier 

National Park 

Farewell Dinner 
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The following article appeared in the Hungry Horse News, a local paper in Montana:  

SPARROW’S NEST RECEIVES DONATION FROM VISITING LONG ISLANDERS 

 

                                                   

 

 

Long Island, New York Friendship Force President Ivan Ziegler (left) and Ambassador Coordinator Jim 

Glasser presented Sparrow’s Nest Executive Director Jerramy Dear-Ruel and Kalispell Friendship 

Force President Priscilla French with a $230 donation for the Sparrow’s Nest at the Conrad Mansion.  

 

Jerramy Dear-Ruel, Executive Director of the organization that helps unaccompanied home-
less teenagers in the Flathead, was on hand at the Conrad Mansion Wednesday, July 11, to 
accept a $230 donation from the members of Long Island, New York chapter of Friendship 
Force. 
 
 “Whenever we visit a new place, we always like to make a donation to a worthy organization 
in the area. Sparrow’s Nest is a wonderful organization that helps homeless high school kids 
so they can better themselves,” Long Island Friendship Force President Ivan Ziegler said. 

  “We provide resources and housing for unaccompanied homeless high school students in 
the Flathead Valley, be it Kalispell, Whitefish, Columbia Falls or Bigfork. We have a big coun-
ty that we cover and any help we receive is greatly appreciated,” Dear-Ruel added. 

 Friendship Force International is a non-profit organization that has brought together more 
than 1 million people in homestays since 1977 to share different views and discover common 
ground with their motto: “A world of friends is a world of peace.” Through Friendship Force’s 
signature program of home hospitality, local families and international visitors share meals, 
conversation and the routines of daily life, creating a unique cultural encounter and lasting 
friendships.  For a week, beginning on July 10, the 66 members of the Flathead Valley chap-
ter of Friendship Force have played host to 23 of their counterparts from Long Island, show-
ing them around the valley and beyond and visiting locations including Glacier National Park, 
Whitefish and Ninepipes in the Mission Valley. 

Founded in 2014, Sparrow’s Nest of Northwest Montana uses safe and sustainable housing 
as a mechanism for empowering unaccompanied homeless high school students to develop 
the personal and professional skills required to graduate high school and become productive, 
contributing members of our community. The organization opened its first housing facility in 
Whitefish in 2016 and is currently renovating a donated home in Kalispell with the hopes of 
having that facility open later this summer. 

The organization has helped a number of students in the valley to graduate from high school, 
including several from Columbia Falls. For more information about Sparrow’s Nest, visit their 
website at www.sparrowsnestnwmt.org 
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2018 Upcoming  INBOUND JOURNEY 
(EXCHANGE) 

San Diego, California  Claudia Erckert HC 

October 4—October 11, 2018 

Claudia has sent out the signup sheets for the San Diego inbound exchange 

but there is still time to sign up for the activities.   We can still use home hosts 

and day hosts, so please contact Claudia if you can volunteer, even if it is only 

as an emergency backup.  Here’s what is in store for what we hope will be an 

exciting, enjoyable week: 

Day 1- Thurs. Oct. 4 -  Arrivals at JFK 
 

           Informal home hosts/ambassadors get togethers for simple dinners. 
 

Day 2 - Fri. Oct. 5 
 

Welcome Brunch / Visit to the Sands Point Preserve with tour of                                      
Falaise followed by Home Hosted dinners.                                             

 

Day 3 - Sat. Oct. 6 / Lower Manhattan Day 
 

            Visit African American Burial Ground / 911 Memorial and Museum tour,  
            Prix Fixe dinner in Manhattan 
 

Day 4 - Sun. Oct. 7 
  
           Stony Brook - 1 and 1/2 hr. Eco Boat Tour / Free time in Village,        
           Evening - Rise of the Jack O'Lanterns at Old Westbury Gardens  
 

Day 5 - Mon. Oct. 8   
 

            Free Day / ambassadors treat hosts to dinner 
 

Day 6 - Tues. Oct. 9 / Midtown Manhattan Day 
 

             Visit a museum or Tour Roc Center and area 
             Theater District Prix Fixe Dinner / attend "Come From Away" 
 

Day 7 - Wed. Oct. 10 
           
             Tour Teddy Roosevelt's Summer Home, "Sagamore Hill" in Oyster Bay, 
             Farewell Dinner 
 

Day 8 – Thurs. Oct. 11 / Departures  
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2019 INBOUND & OUTBOUND JOURNEYS 
By Ivan Ziegler, Journey Coordinator 

Our outbound journeys for 2019 are as follows: 

Suncoast Florida (Tampa)  - February 14-20th.  Jerry Axinn is the Journey Coor-

dinator.  

Isle of Wight—April 30—May 7.  Ivan Ziegler is the Journey Coordinator.  There   

will be a meeting in September/October to discuss the logistics so no one 

should book airline tickets before that meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our inbound journeys for 2019 are as follows: 

San Francisco—June 16-22 2019.  Please contact Ivan if you want to volunteer 

to be the Host Coordinator/ED.  Several past coordinators are available to as-

sist you in the planning process. 

Saratov, Russia—Week of September 9th 2019.  Gerry Pollatos has volun-

teered to be a Co-ED.  Please let Ivan know if you can Co-ED with Gerry. 

Please make a note of the exchange dates on your calendar and consider being 

an ED, a home host, dinner host, day host or day coordinator. 


