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Inside this issue: 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Jackie Agdern 

SAVE THESE DATES 
October 16–22 - Inbound Exchange—Los Angeles, CA 
November 2-7– Outbound Exchange—Fort Worth, TX 

Please submit articles for next Newsletter by October 15 

Your Board has been devoting a lot of time looking at where we have been, 
where we are, and where we are going! 
 
We discovered this winter that our website was not functioning. Kudos go to 
Richard Erckert for his tireless efforts of updating and creating an attractive, 
extensive,  user friendly website. It will continue to be a work in progress, and 
we encourage you to submit items of interest. Take a look and be impressed! – 
www.ffli.net. 
 
Along this line, Jim Glasser has agreed to serve as our Publicity Chairperson 
and continues to administer our Facebook page. Again, please submit anything 
you think would be appropriate and interesting. 
 
Our Club’s location continues to be a desirable stop-over for travelers going to 
other destinations in the USA. Six Ambassadors from FF of Bristol, England 
were home hosted by four of our members. During their 3 day visit, Gerry Pol-
latos opened his home for a FFLI hosted Potluck Dinner, enjoyed by all at-
tendees. A week later, the Kings, a couple we met on our outbound exchange to 
New Zealand, came to NYC on their own, then visited some of us on LI. It is 
really nice to reunite with people from all over the world! 
 
FFI has just announced that exchange choices for 2018 are due by August 
15th, 2016, that’s less than one month away. So if you have any requests 
for outbound or inbound exchanges that you would seriously consider to 
participate in for 2018, let me know by August 5. That will provide enough 
time to poll our members. 
 
March 5, 2017 – put it on your calendar!  Preliminary plans are underway to 
celebrate World  Friendship Day in a way we have never done before. We will 
include others from outside our club. It should be exciting!  If you are interested 
in serving on the committee, please contact either Emma Bluestone or myself. 
 
Meanwhile, plans for our next inbound exchange from Los Angeles, CA are in 
the works for October 16-22, 2016. Please contact Claudia Erckert or Lori Axinn, 
co-EDs, to volunteer. 
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   Membership News 
     by Judie Gardner 

The "Over 50 Fair"will be taking place at the Melville Marriott on Sunday, 
September 25th from 9:30-4 PM. Many thanks to those of you who have 
volunteered to be with us for an hour or two that day, speaking to the 
folks who stop at our table and helping them understand the Friendship 
Force mission and the workings of our own chapter.  Please contact Judie 
Gardner if you would like to volunteer at the fair. 
 
Are there any members interested in joining a chorus so we can entertain 
our ambassadors and hosts when we have exchanges?  Do any of you 
play an instrument?  If interested, call Bobbi Zorn. 

        Member Celebrations 

Congratulations to Kathy Daly on the birth of her 

twin grandsons on May 13.  Their names are 

Charles Austin (Charlie) and Edward Patrick 

(Eddie). They joined big brother Bradley and busy 

parents Meghan and Mike Hanna at their home in 

Stamford, CT.  Everyone is doing well including 

Grandma. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Lori and Jerry Axinn who flew to Albany to attend their 26 year 

old grandson’s wedding at the end of July.  The bride, Mellisa, is going into her sec-

ond year of medical school at University of Rochester Medical School on a four year 

scholarship.  Brian runs an outdoor magazine in New York State.  After the wedding, 

Lori and Jerry will finally return to Long Island. 
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MEMBER & CLUB CELEBRATIONS 

August Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

2 – Sara Bluestone 

2 – Sylvia and Harold Ostrow anniversary 

9 – Judy Stoler 

14 – Judy and Morris Stoler anniversary 

26—Bobbi Zorn 

30 – Brian Atkins 

September Birthdays  

11 – Michele Peppers 

12 – Gail Loetman 

16 – Joan Baillargeon 

26—Richard Erckert 

October Birthdays  

21 – Evelyn Hersh 

29 – Morris Stoler 

August September October November 

1, Executive Board 

Meeting at Richard & 

Claudia Erckert’s 

home 

1, Executive Board 

Meeting at Gerry Pol-

latos’ home 

10, Executive Board 
Meeting at Sue & 
Gary Schechter’s 
home 

2-7, Fort Worth Out-

bound Exchange 

7, Pool Party—Judy 

Stoler—Coordinator.  

Emma & Eli Blue-

stone’s home. 

25, Over 50 Fair at 

Huntington Marriott 

16-22, L.A. Inbound 
Exchange 

14, General Meeting , 

Elections 

 26, General Meeting 

at Greenvale Town 

House , Jessica Ley 

will make a presenta-

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

         Meetings & Events 
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Greater Izmir Inbound Exchange 

Jackie Agdern, ED 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WOW! After being an active member of this Long Island Chapter for 7 years, I think we 

have finally and truly experienced our mission of understanding! Let me explain: 

 

During the planning stage of the Friendship Force of Greater Izmir exchange, many of 

our members expressed curiosity about Turkish culture and customs.  At our April gen-

eral meeting, Aytac Edwards, who was born and raised in Istanbul, presented an in-

formative program about Turkish history and culture. I also had the pleasure to corre-

spond with my counterpart ED, Ayca Erman. 

 

The exchange began on May 25 with a 

Welcome Dinner featuring international 

foods at the Hibachi Grill in Deer Park. 

The rest of the week included two days 

in Manhattan, a sailing excursion on The 

Christeen, an historical sloop out of Oys-

ter Bay, a tour of a candle factory & cre-

ating our own candles,  a nature walk 

through Bayard Cutting Arboretum 

along the Connetquot River, and con-

cluded with a clambake dinner. We enjoyed the company of our new friends – singing, 

dancing, laughing and just being with one another. A wonderful week was had by all 

who participated.   
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Boat trip on Oyster Bay 

      Candle factory 

Talented Izmir Entertainment at Pot-

luck Dinner 

Speaking in the universal language of music, 

dance and fun... 

 

Gerry Pollatos provides drum support to 

our Izmir ambassadors 
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2016—2017  Upcoming  Exchanges 

 

 

October 16-22, 2016, we will be hosting the Friendship Force club from Los Angeles. 

Claudia Erckert and Lori Axinn are serving as co-EDs.  You will be receiving a signup sheet  

soon for the exchange activities. 

 

 

 

November 2-7, 2016,  we will be going on an outbound exchange to Fort Worth, Tex-

as (returning to NY before Election Day). This exchange is a “reciprocal” exchange, as 

our club hosted the Fort Worth club a couple of years ago. So many of us will be re-

newing old friendships.  Jerry Axinn is the Exchange Director.   

 
 

We will have an outbound exchange to Costa Rica from February 21-28, 2017, and 

an outbound exchange to Huntsville, Alabama October 18-25, 2017.   We will have incoming exchanges from 
Flathead, Montana  in June 2017 and from Wellington, New Zealand October 4-11, 2017.   

 

Huntsville, Alabama 
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Incoming Exchange from Los Angeles 

October 16-22, 2016 

by Claudia Erckert & Lori Axinn, Co-EDs  

 

We will be hosting 7 members from the L.A. Friendship Club 
along with 10 members of Friendship force clubs from Iowa, Col-
orado and Winnipeg. How exciting it is that we will be making 
new friends from around the country. Please support our club by 
joining us in as many activities as you can. A sign up sheet will be 
sent out in August, so block the dates out on your calendar now. 
If you have not yet volunteered for home hosting, day hosting or 
hosting a mix and match dinner, please contact Claudia.  

We have a very exciting and busy schedule planned for our Los 
Angeles exchange.  Listed below are the planned activities: 

Sunday, October 16 

Arrival.  Casual dinner with hosts. 

Monday, October 17 

Welcome breakfast followed by trip to Fire Island Lighthouse.  Mix and Match dinner. 

Tuesday, October 18 

Uptown Manhattan tour followed by dinner in NYC. 

Wednesday, October 19 

Westbury Manor and Garden Tour.  Ambassadors treat hosts to dinner. 

Thursday, October 20 

Downtown Manhattan tour followed by dinner in NYC. 

Friday, October 21 

Sagamore Hill followed by farewell dinner. 

Saturday, October 22 

Departure. 
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FFLI’s  Facebook Page 

By Jim Glasser 

 

 

 

As of July 19, 73 people have “liked”  FFLI’s Facebook Page.  Many more have viewed the Page and 

the posts and have provided comments, including a number of our visitors from Izmir.  Others have 

“liked” individual photos.   Photos from exchanges and events are added to the Page on an ongoing 

basis.  Send any photos of exchanges and/or events for posting on Facebook to Jim Glasser at 

jimln@aol.com.  Follow us on Facebook….you may like it!!  www.facebook.com/

friendshipforcelongisland.  

 

Friendship Force International has their own Facebook Page, and they have already posted some 

photos I’ve sent to them and will continue to do so.  These photos, as well as the photos submitted to 

them by other FF chapters, are seen by all Facebook users throughout the world who have connected 

with Friendship Force International.  Connecting with Friendship Force International on Facebook is a 

great way to see happenings and exchange photos from other global FF chapters.  FFI also uses Fa-

cebook to present updates and news about the organization. 

 

Reminders about accessing and using the Facebook Page: 

1. The name of the Page is Friendship Force Long Island 

2. The Facebook address is:  www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland 

3. To connect with Friendship Force Long Island on Facebook, log onto Facebook.  If you 
are not already using Facebook, sign up and create your personal profile first. It’s easy and 
fun! 

4. Once you are on the Page, hit the “like” button on the lower right hand corner of the cov-
er photo (The Unisphere.)  It should turn to a blue “thumbs up.”  You will now see photos 
and “posts” made on the Page and receive updates and additions that are made to the 
Page in your Facebook News Feed. You can also provide your own comments and make 
visitor posts. 

5. If you also follow Friendship Force International on Facebook, messages posted by FFI 
will appear in your News Feed as well.  

6.  You can “ invite” your Facebook friends to like the FFLI Page.  

mailto:jimln@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
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Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

Name:_________________________________________Date___________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town:___________________________________________________________________ 

State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________________Birthdate____________ 

Cell Phone:___________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

******************************** 

CHECK each committee you can help us with this year –Your participation is needed!  

Committees: 

____Exchanges                                                                           ____ Membership                                                                           ____Correspondence 

 

____Meeting Programs                                            ____Newsletter                                                                                    ____Publicity 

 

____ Special Events                                                                                   ____Website Liaison                                                               ____Meet-up Maintenance 

 

____Phone calls 

 

Skills/Talents/Interests: 

____Computer Skills                            ____Photography                Other_____________  _______________ 

    

Send Membership dues ($65/pp) payable to “FFLI” with completed application to:   

 Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     


