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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Ivan Ziegler 

SAVE THESE DATES 
 

May 8—Lunch at   
Fancy Lee’s at 12 noon 

 
June 19-26—Inbound Journey 

from Flathead, Montana & 
Washington State 

 

  
In Friendship: 

Our Dwindling Numbers 

I hope you all had a pleasant winter and are now looking forward to 
some exciting times with Friendship Force.  Eleven of our members 
recently returned from a wonderful week in Costa Rica, and we can 
look forward to our next outbound Journey (formerly “exchange”) to 
Huntsville, Alabama in late October. We also will be welcoming two 
incoming Journeys; one from Montana and  Washington (state) in June 
and another from Wellington, New Zealand in October. We will be 
providing our home hospitality to approximately 16 ambassadors for 
each journey. Therein lies the challenge for our club, finding home 
hosts and members to plan and direct the activities for each. 

As the title of my column indicated, our club is unfortunately experi-
encing shrinking numbers. We are down to only 47 paid members! As 
our membership ages, some of our long time active members have be-
come less active; other more active members are relocating to other 
locations –  for warmer year round climate or to be closer to family, 
and unfortunately some of our members are passing away (more about 
that later). Our membership committee, led by Jackie Agdern, is active-
ly pursuing every possible lead to recruit new members. The recent 
World Friendship Day commemoration led by Emma Bluestone and 
committee and the following publicity in Newsday effectively spread 
the word about our organization. But more is needed. Each of you 
must do your part by: a) bringing in new members and b) taking a more 
active role in the activities of our club.  

http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
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President’s Message—continued 

 

2018 promises to be just as busy as 2017! We will be visiting Montana in the summer and South 
Africa in the fall; and will be hosting clubs from Greater Hamilton/Burlington, Canada in the spring 
and San Diego in the fall. For all of these activities to succeed the message is clear. EVERY MEMBER 
NEEDS TO PULL THEIR FAIR SHARE. Our club can no longer be simply a club to travel with to inter-
esting places. It needs its members to play their role in welcoming ambassadors into their homes 
and directing the activities while they are here. Remember the future of our club is dependent on 
each and every one of us. Thank you. 

Last, but not least, I want to sadly acknowledge the passing of one of our most active and beloved 
members, Emma Bluestone. Speaking from my personal experiences with Emma, it was she who 
recruited me to become active in Friendship Force by asking me to be Treasurer over 10 years ago 
and has always supported everything I did in the club. Sheila and I had the good fortune of traveling 
with Emma and Eli on our first international exchange to Latvia, and we also traveled together to 
Leuven, Belgium and Bristol, England. Emma, despite her failing health, organized and ran the re-
cent, best ever, World Friendship Day program; in fact that was the last time I saw her. Emma epit-
omized what Friendship Force stood for. We will all miss her dearly.   

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Membership News 
 
Kathy Daly’s daughter, Pamela Daly, married Bryan Smith in Tennessee on April 10 in a pri-
vate ceremony.  The newlyweds reside in Asheville, NC. Also, Kathy is celebrating her birth-
day (May 6) with 12 members of  her family by  going on a Disney Cruise leaving from Port 
Canaveral, FL. 

 

 

 

        Wedding Picture of Pamela & Bryan 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Glasser’s  daughter, Lindsay Glasser, will be getting married on July 3rd in Vermont. 
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Membership News 
 

 

 
 

Six of our members, led by June Tano, spent the day with a group from Hiroshima, Japan.  We 
visited Grand Central Station and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Dinner was at Via Brasil in 
Manhattan.  Jackie Agdern, Brenda Clinton, Jeanne & Mark Heend, Gerry Pollatos, and Sue Ros-
coe helped June lead the group around Manhattan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jeanne & Mark Heend spent the day with Kathie and Richard Cookerly, who had hosted the Heends 
last fall in Fort Worth for a visit to Brooklyn Heights.  Kathie and Richard were on their way to India 
and had a stopover in NY. 
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MEMBER & CLUB CELEBRATIONS 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

6—Eli Bluestone 
6—Kathy Daly 
30—Sylvia Ostrow 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries  

14—Sheila & Ivan Ziegler anniversary 

21– Norm Roscoe 

26—Joel Weidenbaum 

July Birthdays  and Anniversaries 

4—Sue and Norm Roscoe anniversary 

12—Frances Neyer 

14—Sheila Ziegler 

 

 

 

May June July Aug 

1—Executive Board 
Meeting at Gerry Pol-
latos’ house 

7—Executive 
Board Meeting at 
7PM at Jeanne & 
Mark Heend’s 
home 

10—Executive Board 
Meeting at  6pm at 
Claudia & Richard 
Erckert’s home 

7—Executive Board 
Meeting at 7pm at 
Sheila & Ivan Ziegler’s 
home 

8—General meeting 
and lunch at Fancy 
Lees at 12pm—
reserve now. Sue 
Roscoe, coordinator 

19-26—Inbound 
Journey from Flat-
head, Montana 
and Washington 
State 

TBD—Picnic Pops at 
Westbury Gardens.  
A Wednesday even-
ing in July. 

 

  28 or 29—Annual  
backyard party. De-
tails TBD 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

         Meetings & Events 
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World Friendship Day 

By Jackie Agdern 

You missed something special, if you were not able to attend our World Friendship Day and FFI’s 
40th Anniversary event! 
 
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon in Woodbury at the Eagle Chase Clubhouse, we hosted about 90 
people for a buffet lunch.  Attendees, along with club members, were Long Island families hosting 
foreign students from many countries around the world (Brazil, China, Columbia, France, Germany, 
Italy, Mexico, Russia, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam). 
 
We definitely had plenty of different delicious foods which were graciously donated by generous 
local restaurants.  In addition, the students with their families provided prepared dishes from their 
respective countries.  A highlight of the afternoon was that each student made a descriptive 
presentation about their culinary creation.  
 
Flag banners representing countries around the world decorated the bright sunlit hall.  The stu-
dents won prizes for identifying the corresponding flags. 
 
In case you missed it, there was a Newsday article written following the event promoting our mis-
sion and activities of FFLI & FFI.  
 
Please patronize the following establishments, & thank them for their contribution to FFLI’s World 
Friendship Day event: 

 
Mac’s Steak House – Huntington 
Olympic Diner – Deer Park 
Plainview Diner – Plainview 
Scorpios Restaurant – Huntington 
Southdown Market – Huntington 
Umbertos of New Hyde Park – Cold Spring Harbor 
 Wild Fig – Syosset 

 
Kudos for organizing this very special event goes to the Committee:  Emma Bluestone, Jackie 
Agdern, Kathy Daly, Susan Schechter,  Frances Neyer, & Eli Bluestone.  A special thank you to Chris-
tina Lanzillotto, coordinator of International Student Exchange Program, without whom this event 
would not have taken place. 
 

Almarco – Huntington 
Andreas 25 - Woodbury 
Angelina’s – East Norwich 
Buteras – Woodbury 
Cassis – Huntington 
DiRaimo Pizzeria – Huntington 
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Pictures from International Friendship Day 
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Costa Rica Outbound Journey 
         Richard Erckert—Ambassador Coordinator 

 

 

                

If I had to summarize this Journey to Costa Rica in two words – I would choose “Pura 

Vida!.” The expression literally translates to “Pure Life”, but this term of eternal and 

vibrant optimism seems to have permeated every facet of the Costa Rican culture. 

In addition to the Costa Rican ubiquitous philosophy on life, the country is blessed with 

numerous examples of ecological wonders that our hosts were all too eager to share 

with us. We started our “journey” with a welcome lunch attended by members of the 

Ciudad de las Flores and West Alajuela clubs. On a minibus arranged by our hosts, 

both ambassadors and hosts set out on daily adventures to amazing places. 

We visited two distinct types of volcanos. First, the Poás Volcano, an active 8,885 ft. 

stratovolcano in central Costa Rica that has erupted 39 times since 1828 and has two 

crater lakes near the summit. Then, on another day we visited the summit of Volcán 

Irazú where wind and volcanic activity conspire to give the effect of a moonscape. 

A full day was spent with our hosts at Hotel Los Lagos in la Fortuna where we enjoyed 2 

large and 7 small thermo mineral hot water pools flowing naturally from the base of the 

Arenal volcano. Activities included several pool slides, a crocodile farm, butterfly 

garden, frog ponds and the popular Zompopas ants nest.  All of these colorful 

experiences gave us a firsthand idea of what a tropical forest is like in Costa Rica. 

Volcán Irazú 
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Costa Rica—continued 
Another day trip included a visit to the award winning Peace Lodge where we had the 

opportunity to feed Toucans and hummingbirds by hand, release newly hatched 

butterflies into their first flight, watch monkeys at play, look into the eyes of a jaguar, or 

observe the brilliant colors of a red eyed leaf frog – all within the private wildlife refuge 

of La Paz Waterfall Gardens Nature Park. 
 
The busy week also included a visit to the Basilica of Our Lady of the Angels where a 

miracle is believed to have occurred and devout Catholics continue to make pilgrimages 

to the Basilica from locations all over Costa Rica. Some, as a demonstration of their 

piety, choose to crawl to the basilica from locations as far as 14 miles away on their 

hands and knees. 

 
We enjoyed a guided tour of the “Fábrica de Carretas Eloy Alfaro, ”   a historic 

wheel and cart factory in Sarchi, where the craft of hand fabricating and painting classic ox carts 

 Is still practiced.  We also had a guided tour of the Museum of Culture in Heredia where we saw 

 a traditional Costa Rican Manor house, viewed a paper mache mask exhibit, and danced in  

the street to the tunes of a mariachi band. 
 
A highlight of the journey was a visit to a special branch of the CR Education department, 

where over 500 students learn table tennis skills as a means of developing qualities of 

discipline, confidence, leadership, cooperation, tolerance and respect. Ambassadors met 

with the students and left a donation for the continuance of the school’s mission. 

The journey was punctuated throughout with fabulous lunches at each of the venues we 

visited and a farewell party at the Museum of Culture that had everyone on their feet 

dancing the night away. 

 

We were really sorry to leave, but we took home 

cherished memories and friendships that will last  

a lifetime. 
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More pictures from Costa Rica 
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More pictures from Costa Rica 

CR Education Department students 
with gifts purchased with donation 
from FFLI 
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2017—2018  upcoming  journeys 
 by ivan ziegler, journey coordinator 

 

 

 
 

2017 
We will have incoming journeys from Flathead, Montana (Claudia Erckert, HC) June 19-26, 
2017 and from Wellington, New Zealand  (Ivan & Sheila Ziegler, Co-HCs) October 4-11, 2017.  
We will also have an outbound journey to Huntsville, Alabama (Richard Erckert, AC) October 
18-25, 2017.   Please contact the Host Coordinator(HC)/Ambassador Coordinator(AC) to indi-
cate how you would like to be involved in each of these journeys. 

 

2018 
Our plans for 2018 are firming up.  We will have an outbound journey to Flathead, Mon-
tana in June of 2018 and  an inbound journey from San Diego in the Fall of 2018.  For 
foreign journeys, we will have an inbound journey from Hamilton/Burlington, Canada in 
the Spring of 2018 and an outbound journey to Capetown, South Africa from September 
23-30.  

Alabama 
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Oubound Exchange to Huntsville, Alabama 

Richard Erckert, Ambassador Coordinator 

 

Arrangements are in progress for our outbound Journey to Huntsville, Alabama. The specific 
dates of the Journey are: (arrival) Wednesday October 18, 2017 thru Tuesday October 24 
(departure on Wednesday morning October 25th). There may also be extended pre and post 
group travel options available. The Ambassadors will decide on that together at a later date. 

Huntsville has promised an exciting, fun filled and extremely interesting experience. Our Host 
Coordinator (Della Evans, who many of us remember from Huntsville’s 2015 visit to FFLI) prom-
ises “…a full week of seeing the sights of the region with many opportunities to interact with 
other club members.”   

Anticipated expenses for this Journey are approximately $250 p/p – including FFI 
and Huntsville Club fees, plus airfare (Currently available between $280 and $400 RT).  

The Huntsville club has indicated that they can host up to 20 Ambassadors, so there is plenty 
of opportunity for all of us. This is an excellent way for new members to experience an FFLI 
Journey. 

If you want to secure your place on the Journey, please send a deposit check for $100 payable 
to Friendship Force Long Island to Richard Erckert no later than May 8, 2017. 

An Ambassador application should also be completed and returned via e-mail, US Mail or 
brought to our next Luncheon Meeting on May 8th. 

Once I have all the forms, I will be sending them to the Huntsville Host Coordinator so she can 
begin matching Ambassadors to Home Hosts.  If you home-hosted Huntsville Ambassadors in 
2015 and have a preference for being matched with them, please remember to let me know their 
names. 

A planning meeting will be scheduled for mid-May to discuss details of the Journey and I will 
be posting e-mail updates to all Ambassadors in the interim as necessary. However, please feel 
free to contact me by phone or by e-mail (rerckert@gmail.com) at any time if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
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Membership & Renewal Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 

Name:_________________________________________Date__________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town:___________________________________________________________________ 

State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________________Birthdate____________ 

Cell Phone:___________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Please send Membership dues ($65/pp) payable to “Friendship Force Long Island ” with  

completed 2 page application to:   

 Jackie Agdern 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION—Participation Form 
 

Incoming Journeys, whether international or domestic, are the essence of our existence.  
They take place two weeks each year and are generally scheduled a year in advance.  In-
coming Journeys need the participation of each one of us in order to be successful. 
 
We need YOUR commitment for both the preparation and operation of these two annual 
Journeys.  Even if you cannot be available during the exchange week itself, we need your 
participation in the planning and coordination of events for the weeks involved. 
 
Please make your commitments now for the coming year by selecting at least two (2) items 
in the JOURNEY column and two (2) items in the three columns under COMMITTEE WORK.  
We cannot succeed without YOU! 

Flathead, Montana: June 19-26, 2017 
Wellington, New Zealand:  October 4-11, 2017 

YOUR COMMITMENT  =  OUR SUCCESS! 

Name: __________________________________ 

 
Incoming Journeys Membership Com-

mittee 
Publicity Committee Programming Com-

mittee 

____Co-Exchange Director ____ Meet & Greet ____ Facebook ____Regular Meeting 
Programs  

____Planning Committee ____ Computer Skills ____ Website Special Events: 

____ Home Host ____ Buddy  with new 
member 

____ Brochure      
Distribution 

    ___ World Friendship 
Day—March 

____ Dinner Host ____ Phone Calls ____ Speaker for  
outside event 

    ___Pool Party—July/
August 

____ Day Host ____ New member 
packets 

Newsletter     ___Over 50’s Fair—
September 

____ Plan a day/activity  ____ Photography     ___Holiday Party-
December 

____ Brochure/Program 

____ Photography 

 ____ Articles 

____ Computer skills 

    ___Other 


