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Inside this issue: 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Jackie Agdern 

SAVE THESE DATES 
May 25—June 1 — Inbound Exchange—Greater Izmir, Turkey  

October 16–22 - Inbound Exchange—Los Angeles, CA 
November 2-7– Outbound Exchange—Fort Worth, TX 

Please submit articles for next Newsletter by July 15 

SPRING IS HERE… 
 
…the ground has been plowed and seeds have been planted…with the hope our club 
will continue to grow and sustain itself.  So this past quarter, PUBLICITY has been and 
will continue to be your Executive Board’s major focus.  As you know, FFLI was one of 
the sponsors for the Cinema Arts Center’s Academy Awards Gala.  Thank you to Judie 
Gardner and Kathy Daly, who represented us at the affair on February 28th.  Our Face-
book page, administered by Jim Glasser, is up and running; while our Website is being 
updated.   And all members should be distributing our attractive new brochures. 

Kudos to Ivan Ziegler, Exchange Director for our New Zealand outbound exchange this 
winter.  It was wonderful meeting new friends in Tauranga, Bay of Plenty, and reuniting 
with “old friends” from Marlborough.   

As this article is being written, plans are being finalized for our incoming exchange 
(May 25-June 1) with FF of Greater Izmir, Turkey.  Watch for the exciting program via 
email and sign-up for the various activities.   

In order to have successful Incoming Exchanges, you need to reserve the scheduled 
week and make yourself available.  It doesn’t work without you!  That being said, Octo-
ber 16- 22, 2016 will be our next inbound exchange with Los Angeles, CA, Claudia 
Erckert and Lori Axinn, co-ED’s.  Our next Outbound Exchange to Fort Worth, Texas is 
November 2-7, 2016, Jerry Axinn, ED.  A tentative 2017 Exchange schedule has been 
announced—see page 5 for more details.   

Since the seeds have been planted and will be growing, your Executive Board realizes a 
budget has to be established and is currently being worked on, and FFLI’s By-Laws re-
visited and updated.  If you have any desire to assist in this process, please let me 
know.  

Let’s plow, seed, bear fruit, & harvest together! 

In friendship,  

Jackie 
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      Membership News 
     by Judie Gardner 

Membership held another in our series of "Meet and Greets" at Panera Bread in Huntington on 
Friday evening, March 18th. Three lovely people came to hear about Friendship Force and to 
meet us, see the short video of the history of our club, ask questions, and share some coffee 
and delicious Panera pastries. Two of them are likely to join us as members soon! 

If you know anyone who you think would enjoy our club, please bring them to our next general 

meeting on June 20th, or let us know how to add their contact information to our "Potential Mem-

ber" list so that we may email them about future events. Our "membership drive" is ALWAYS hap-

pening, and we rely on you, our members, to keep new wonderful people joining us in our mission: 

to get to know and become friends with the people of the world because -- "A World of Friends is a 

World of Peace"! 

=================================================================================== 

The following is a bio on our new member, Bill Glock.  Please introduce yourself to Bill when you 

see him at a future meeting: 

 
Bill Glock grew up in Florida and often helped his father with the family orange  
 

grove. He learned to drive a tractor and his father’s pickup truck at an early age!  Bill  
 

attended M.I.T and Cornell getting a Bachelor’s degree and then a Master’s  
 

degree respectively in Electrical Engineering.  He worked for many years as an engi- 
 

neer with Sperry on Long Island. A second career was with Merrill Lynch as a Finan- 
 

cial Consultant and Certified Financial Planner.  He is now happily retired. 
 
Bill is blessed with two kids of his own as well as a stepdaughter he is close to.   
 

There are six grandchildren to keep him busy!  His wife Josie passed away from can-  
 

cer in 2008.  Another woman, Pat, who he became very close to, passed away from  
 

cancer in 2014.  Pat was a talented medium as well as a wonderful significant other. 
 

Bill enjoys nature, gardening, walking, reading, and talking with friends.  He went  
 

on many memorable trips with both Josie and Pat.  Bill is a Reiki Master, studies Tai Chi,  
 

meditates, and enjoys working out at the Y.  
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MEMBER & CLUB CELEBRATIONS 

May Birthdays 

5/6—Eli Bluestone 

5/30—Sylvia Ostrow 

June Birthdays 

6/21– Norm Roscoe 

6/26– Joel Weidenbaum 

 
July Birthdays  & Anniversaries 

7/4– Sue & Norm Roscoe Anniversary 

7/12– Fran Neyer 

 

May June July August 

6, Hosting Bristol 

Visitors with Pot-

luck Dinner at Gerry 

Pollatos’ house 

20, General 

Meeting at Green-

vale Diner.  5:30pm 

dinner, 7pm gather-

ing, 7:30pm 

TBD, Meeting/
Event 

TBD, Pool Party—

Sue Schechter—

Coordinator 

9, Executive Board 

Meeting at Judie 

Gardner’s house 

at 7:30pm  

   

25-June 1, Izmir 

Exchange – Jackie  

Agdern- ED  

   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

         Meetings & Events 
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Outbound Exchange to New Zealand 

February 2016  

by Ivan Ziegler 

 

 
 

 

 

Displaying gifts from Tauranga club 

 
Imitating Maori war faces 

 
Alongside a beautiful lake on the south-

ern island 

Our Trip Down Under 
 
In a word – success. Ten members of our club plus six members from 
other FF clubs had the great opportunity to visit with 2 Friendship Force 
clubs in New Zealand, who welcomed us with open arms.  After first 
meeting and spending a lovely day on February 16th in Auckland, New 
Zealand’s largest city (2/3 of the country’s population lives in this vicini-
ty), we then proceeded by bus to the Tauranga, NZ club, on the north 
island. Exchange highlights included a trip to Rotorua, home of hot 
springs and a Maori village, and a visit to Hobbiton Studios, site of the 
filming of the various Lord of the Rings movies. The scenery was beauti-
fully green -- rolling hills, filled with sheep, goats and lots of kiwi fruit 
farms. Our exchange concluded with a farewell dinner at one of the host 
member’s homes, a sprawling hilltop goat farm. Gazing at the vista out to 
the sea and interacting with the curious and friendly goats was an 
absolutely beautiful and bucolic experience. 

For our second exchange, we flew from Tauranga to Blenheim, 
home of the Marlborough, NZ Friendship Force club.  Many of  
you may remember when we hosted this club back in 2010. It was 
a time for renewal of friendships and creating new ones. High-
lights of this week included a visit to a world renowned winery, a 
cruise to a green lipped mussel farm, a special interchange with 
the Maoris and the opportunity to enjoy the surroundings, espe-
cially the vineyards which stretched all the way  to the sea, and 
magnificent sounds (waterways surrounded by tropical hillsides). 
Our hosts couldn’t have been more welcoming. 

After concluding our second exchange, all 10 Long Island ambassa-
dors then travelled to Christchurch for the start of an 8 day coach 
tour of the southern part of New Zealand’s south island. The scen-
ery, including fjords, and very striking mountains, referred to as the 
Southern Alps,  was dramatic. The time flew and I can say with abso-
lute certainty that we all thoroughly enjoyed our experience. 
Though the travel to and from our destination was long, it was 
worth every minute of it. I heartily recommend visiting New Zea-
land, truly one of the most beautiful and welcoming countries in the 
world. 
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2016—2017  Upcoming  Exchanges 

 

 

At the end of this month, we will be hosting 18 Ambassadors from the Friendship Force of Greater Izmir, Tur-

key.  None of these Ambassadors have ever been in the USA.  This is a great opportunity to welcome them with 

open arms, and share with them our wonderful New York & American culture. 

The program offers a variety of activities, and time to get to know each other.  

Included in the program, they will experience the crowds at our infamous 

Jones Beach, and witness the exciting Bethpage Airshow, typically scheduled 

for Memorial Day Weekend.  In New York City, from the Freedom Tower they 

will view Manhattan in its entirety.  While walking through the city streets, 

they can appreciate the extremes of what Manhattan has to offer – the 

heights of the “concrete jungle,” along with the natural beauty of Central 

Park, and the diversity of cultural communities. 

The flavors of many worlds can be tasted at our Welcome Dinner – Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Italian, and Ameri-

can cuisines.  Can’t leave Long Island without a Clambake, planned for our Farewell gathering.  In this News-

letter, you will find a complete listing of the program.  If you have not yet reserved your spot, contact Jackie 

ASAP. 

October 16-22, we will be hosting the Friendship Force club from Los Angeles. Claudia 

Erckert and Lori Axinn will be serving as co-EDs so look for communications from them 

about this upcoming exchange. 

 

 

 

November 2-7th,  we will be going on an outbound exchange to Fort Worth, Texas 

(returning to NY before Election Day). This exchange is a “reciprocal” exchange, as our 

club hosted the Fort Worth club a couple of years ago. So many of us will be renewing 

old friendships. It can also be a wonderful first outbound exchange for those of you 

who have never been on an exchange before. Jerry Axinn is the Exchange Coordina-

tor.  Anyone interested in attending this exchange should contact Jerry. 

 
 
We have heard from Friendship Force International about our requests for 2017 exchanges.  We will have an 

outbound exchange to Costa Rica from February 21-28 and an outbound exchange to Huntsville, Alabama Oc-

tober 18-25, 2017.   We will have an incoming exchange from Flathead, Montana in June 2017 and from Wel-
lington, New Zealand in October 2017 (October 7-11).  Please contact Ivan Ziegler if you are interested in partic-
ipating in the Costa Rica exchange. 
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Incoming Exchange from Izmir Turkey—May 25-

June 1 

by Jackie Agdern, ED  

 

We have a very exciting and busy schedule planned for our Greater Izmir exchange.  
Listed below are the planned activities: 

May 25, Wednesday:  Coordinator, Jackie Agdern 

6:30 PM:  Welcome Dinner - Hibachi Grill and Supreme Buffet; 1116 Deer Park Avenue, North Babylon   

May 26, Thursday:  Coordinator, Ivan Ziegler 

8:30 AM: Huntington LIRR (Train Leaves promptly at 8:50);  Metropolitan Museum of Art; Tour Museum, walk to 
Central Park Zoo and down Fifth Avenue/Broadway. 6:45 pm: Pizza Party at John’s Times Square Restaurant. 260 W 
44th St. 

May 27, Friday:  Coordinator, Jeanne Heend 

1:30 PM: Oyster Bay cruise tour on the sloop “Christeen”, 2 hours, at “The Waterfront Center.” 1 West End Ave-
nue, Oyster Bay  

PM (Time TBD) – Home Hosted Dinners;  Coordinator, Judy Greenberg  

May 28, Saturday:  Coordinator, Richard Erckert 

8:40 AM:  Downtown Manhattan Walking Tour: Meet at Huntington LIRR, (Train leaves at 9:03AM SHARP) – Visit 
911/WTC Memorial and Freedom Tower, Lunch at World Financial Center, Walking tour of lower Manhattan and a 
ride on the Staten Island Ferry). 7:00 PM Dinner at Puglia’s Restaurant – 189 Hester Street 

May 29, Sunday:  Coordinator, Jackie Agdern 

10:00 AM: Bethpage Air Show @ Jones Beach  (Use Parking Fields 4, 5 or 3 preferably – meet ON BOARDWALK in 
front of Miniature Golf and Volleyball courts). Parking fees for cars with Ambassadors will be picked up by 
club. Picnic Lunch at beach on own – Bring own chairs/beach umbrellas. Plan to arrive by 10AM as parking may be 
difficult later. In case of heavy rain, details re: indoor Game Parties will be announced. 

6:00PM: Pot Luck Dinner at Gerry Pollatos’ House – Contact Judy Stoler (631-864-6392) to arrange your food and/
or beverage contribution for the dinner. 

May 30, Monday (Memorial Day): – FREE DAY - Ambassadors treat Home Hosts to dinner 

May 31, Tuesday:  Coordinator, Jackie Agdern 

10:00 AM: Curious Creative Candle Factory – Tour factory and make your own candle.  1067 Long Island Avenue, 
Deer Park 

1:00 PM: Bayard Arboretum.  440 Montauk Hwy, Great River   

5:00 pm: Farewell Dinner; (Clambake) Southside Fish and Clam Restaurant. 395 W. Montauk Hwy, Lindenhurst  

June 1, Wednesday:  Departure 
 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x117011258&id=YN873x117011258&q=John%27s+Pizzeria&name=John%27s+Pizzeria&cp=40.7580223083496%7e-73.9882431030273&ppois=40.7580223083496_-73.9882431030273_John%27s+Pizzeria&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x117011258&id=YN873x117011258&q=John%27s+Pizzeria&name=John%27s+Pizzeria&cp=40.7580223083496%7e-73.9882431030273&ppois=40.7580223083496_-73.9882431030273_John%27s+Pizzeria&FORM=SNAPST
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FFLI’s  Facebook Page 

By Jim Glasser 

 

 

 

Since its launch in December 2015, photos and comments continue to be posted to FFLI’s Fa-

cebook Page.   Outbound exchange photos now include those from Louisville, Kentucky and 

Leuven, Belgium.  Inbound exchange photos include visits from Louisville, Kentucky, Fukuoka, 

Japan and Huntsville, Alabama.  Other photos were taken at the 2015 World Conference in 

Vancouver, the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, FFLI’s 2016 Winter Event at Diwan Indian 

Cuisine in Hicksville and 2016 World Friendship Day at the Huntington Yacht Club.   

 

Photos from past Inbound or Outbound Exchanges can be sent to Jim at jimln@aol.com  for 

posting on the Page.   

 

We encourage everyone to visit the Page, “like” what you see, comment as you see fit, and 

 spread the word about our Facebook Page.   

 

Reminders about accessing and using the Facebook Page: 

1. The name of the Page is Friendship Force Long Island 

2. The Facebook address is:  www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland 

3. To connect with Friendship Force Long Island on Facebook, log onto Facebook.  If you 
are not already using Facebook, sign up and create your personal profile first. It’s easy and 
fun! 

4. Once you are on the Page, hit the “like” button on the lower right hand corner of the cov-
er photo (The Unisphere.)  It should turn to a blue “thumbs up.”  You will now see photos 
and “posts” made on the Page and receive updates and additions that are made to the 
Page in your Facebook News Feed. You can also provide your own comments and make 
visitor posts. 

5. If you also follow Friendship Force International on Facebook, messages posted by FFI 
will appear in your News Feed as well.  

6.  You can “ invite” your Facebook friends to like the FFLI Page.  

mailto:jimln@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforcelongisland
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Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

Name:_________________________________________Date___________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town:___________________________________________________________________ 

State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________________Birthdate____________ 

Cell Phone:___________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

******************************** 

CHECK each committee you can help us with this year –Your participation is needed!  

Committees: 

____Exchanges                                                                           ____ Membership                                                                           ____Correspondence 

 

____Meeting Programs                                            ____Newsletter                                                                                    ____Publicity 

 

____ Special Events                                                                                   ____Website Liaison                                                               ____Meet-up Maintenance 

 

____Phone calls 

 

Skills/Talents/Interests: 

____Computer Skills                            ____Photography                Other_____________  _______________ 

    

Send Membership dues ($65/pp) payable to “FFLI” with completed application to:   

 Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     


