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As your new president, I wish 
to welcome you to a New 
Year, a New Start with New 
Ideas, New Scheduling, and 
New Events for our club. 

With all the craziness that’s 
going on in this world, it’s 
more important than ever to 
promote our mission of 
“global understanding across 
the barriers that separate peo-
ple.”  FFI’s concerns are 
“growth & sustainability.”  In 
line with this, our single most 
prominent need is to increase 
our membership.  In order to 
do this we must move into the 
21st century – by using Social 
Media and increasing publici-
ty in a variety of ways.  We 
are in the process of updating 
our website.  Some of our 
members are currently investi-
gating new options to get our 

club’s activities out there. 

Each month, except for Feb-
ruary, we plan to gather, 
whether for a discussion 
workshop, a fun event, or 
just party!  It’s important 
that we foster Friendship 
within our own club.  At 
these gatherings we will in-
clude a quick update of our 
exchanges.  Please check 
this year’s schedule on page 
5 of this Newsletter.  Our 
gatherings may be on days 
other than the usual Monday 
night. 

You don’t have to travel 
away from home to promote 
understanding between peo-
ple.  This year, we have 
scheduled two incoming 
exchanges:  Brazil in June, 
and Huntsville, Alabama in 
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October.  It is our privilege 
to share our New York cul-
ture, and to learn theirs.  
When asked by our incom-
ing Exchange Directors 
(ED) to participate, it is our 
responsibility as FF mem-
bers to do so in whatever 
capacity we are able- home 
hosting, day hosting, host a 
dinner, plan an event… 

“Building Bridges” and 
“Charting Our Course” are 

the themes of this year’s 
International World Confer-
ence and Regional Confer-
ence, respectively.  They 
should prove to be very in-
teresting, informative, and 
another way to extend our 
friendships.  I am hoping 
that several of you will con-
sider attending either con-
ference for the betterment of 
our club’s future. 

(specific details on page 
11.) 

 Your Executive Board usu-
ally meets at the beginning 
of each month.  These meet-
ings are open to all mem-
bers.  If you should have 
any questions or sugges-
tions, please let us know.  

At this point I feel                                  
ENERGIZED!                                

I hope you do, too!    
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

NEW MEMBER 

At last count, we have 62 members in our 
chapter. Of these, 16 are couples, and 31 
are single people. As you know, maintain-
ing and increasing our membership is the 
most important task we have if our goal is 
to be a successful, sustainable chapter. As 
people age and are no longer able to host 
or participate in our cultural exchanges, 
we need new people to join us. To this 
end, we sponsored three “orientation/
dessert parties” this past year, and have 
already scheduled another three for this 
year (March 13, July17, and October 23, 

2015). At these dessert parties, a few 
members come and tell potential members 
how they came to join us and what 
they’ve enjoyed doing with our club so 
far. We show a short video about the his-
tory of Friendship Force, and get to talk 
with some wonderful new people. If you 
know of anyone who might be a potential 
member, please give me their phone/email 
information, and I will contact them. Or – 
even better – bring them along to a FFLI 
meeting or event.—Judie Gardner—
Membership Chair 

Gary Schechter is cur rently working at Adelphi University as an administrator .  He also 
teaches science in a program called Levermore Global Scholars.  This is a program for students 
who are interested in gaining a global perspective in addition to their college major.  

Gary has traveled to many countries in Europe, Asia and 
the Americas with his wife Susan.  He enjoys the out-of –
doors and camping as well as theatre.  He also likes pho-
tography and reading. 

Volunteer work is important to Gary.  He works with the 
Office of Emergency Management as a CERT volunteer, 
with the Red Cross in Nassau County in Disaster Services 
and with the Sierra Club. 

MEMBER CELEBRATIONS 
February Birthdays 

Lori Axinn—5                            
Susan Roscoe—14 

March Birthdays 

Jackie Agdern—17         
Claudia Erckert—22       
Harriet Weidenbaum—29 

April Birthdays 

Emma Bluestone—4            
Jerry Axinn—6                      
Judy Greenberg—13           
Karen Kalina—14                
Harold Ostrow—21 
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  A Merry time had by all…   submitted by Brian Atkins 

...at our annual Holiday party held at Chichimeca's 
Mexican Restaurant in Farmingdale.  Host/Owner 
Alex Gonzales made the night with his great guitar 
playing and singing. 
Delicious plates of Mexican cuisine were being 
passed, marvelous Margaritas were pouring,  
people were dancing in the aisles, and not even a 
plate was broken!  (Thanks Gerry) 
A fun night had by all. 
In addition we collected approximately $500 in donations to 
Save The Children which was matched by a corporate Sponsor. 
Thank you to all who contributed. 
Hope to see y'all next year. 

 

    "The True Friendship Force Spirit  Comes Through."                               
Submitted by Michele Peppers 

From our Brazil trip my lovely host Cleusa Gloria Almeida emailed me that 
her grandson, Luciano, a college student at UC, would be visiting NYC for the 
holiday week.  Luciano joined us for Christmas Eve Dinner at my house in 
Huntington.  Kathy Daly's son Ed, who often travels to Brazil for business and 
speaks Portuguese, came as well, along with Susan and Gary Schechter and my 

son Tyson. We had a wonderful time together.  Luciano speaks great English, yet it was nice 
for him to speak his native language with Ed.  

On Friday the day after Christmas, Susan met Luciano in NYC, showed him the WTC Memo-
rial site, and had pizza with him.  The following Tuesday evening, Jackie Agdern, Gerry Pol-
latos, Susan and Norman Roscoe, Kathy Daly, Susan Schechter, and I met with Luciano for 

dinner in Huntington at Ravagh Persian Grill, and Ed Daly 
joined us later.  We had conversations about the trip to 
Brazil. We also discussed English phrases that have multi-
ple meanings like "stand alone, bring up, cut out, etc."  It 
was a fun evening.  Luciano was delighted to meet FFLI 
members, and has wonderful memories of his visit. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
2015 Exchanges, Meetings, & Events 

January February March April 
5, Executive Board 
Meeting, 7:30pm,  
Judie Gardner 

4, Wednesday-
Executive Board 
Meeting, 7:30pm, Ju-
die Gardner 

2, Monday-World 
Friendship Day Cele-
bration, 7pm,  Hun-
tington Yacht Club, 
Emma Bluestone, 
coord. 

6, Monday-Executive 
Board Meeting, 
7:30pm,                   
Richard Erckert 

 11, Wednesday-Dim 
Sum Luncheon, noon-
Northern Manor, 
Flushing, Sue  Schecht-
er, coord. 

5, Thursday-Executive 
Board Meeting, 
7:30pm, Ivan Ziegler 

13, Monday-General 
Meeting, 7pm, Green-
vale Towne Diner 

  13, Friday, Orienta-
tion, 7:30pm, Judie 
Gardner 

17-19, Mid-Atlantic & 
Northeast Regional 
Conference, Ports-
mouth, NH 

   22-30, Outbound Ex-
change-Leuven, Bel-
gium, Ivan Ziegler, ED 

May June July August 
1, Friday-Newsletter    
submissions due 

1-8, Incoming Ex-
change-Brazil; Kathy 
Daly & Jeanne Heend, 
co-EDs 

17, Friday-
Orientation,  TBD 

 

TBD-Pool Party 

11,  Monday-
Executive Board 
Meeting-7:30pm, 
Jeanne Heend 

TBA-Bayard Cutting 
Arboretum Tea, Sue 
Roscoe, Coord. 

TBA-Westbury Garden 
picnic & concert, 
Brenda Clinton, Coord. 

11-18, Outbound Ex-
change-Manitoba, 
Canada;                     
Richard Erckert, ED 

18, General Meeting, 
7pm, @ Greenvale 
Towne Diner 

 24, Friday-Newsletter   
submissions due 

28-31, FFI World Con-
ference—Vancouver, 
Canada 

September October November December 
TBD 7-13, Incoming Ex-

change-Huntsville, AL;  
Judie Gardner, ED 

2, Monday-Newsletter 
submissions due 

TBD: Holiday Party  
Emma Bluestone, 
Coord. 

 23, Friday-
Orientation, TBD 

16, Monday-General 
Meeting, TBD 
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Extra Extra Read all about it... 

World Friendship Day coming to Huntington Yacht Club.... 

Who?     All Friendship Force members plus a guest.  

What?   World Friendship Day Celebration. 

                Bring an international dessert, with recipe if possible. 

                Wear some garb from another country,  if you can.   

                Enjoy LIVE entertainment. 

When?    Monday, March 2, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Why?      Because we like you! 

  Free.  Space is limited.      

RSVP to Emma Bluestone ....  516– 367-4208. 

  Mark your calendar 
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Incoming Exchanges                                          

Blumenau and Florianopolis, Brazil June 1-8, 2015 

                                            Volunteers Needed 

Eighteen ambassadors from the combined clubs of Blumenau and Florianopolis in Brazil will 
be visiting us from Monday, June 1 to Monday, June 8, 2015.  This will be the first inbound 
exchange of the year.  An exciting and memorable week is now being planned.  We would like 
as many members as possible to get involved.  There’s plenty of opportunities to volunteer. 

We have enough home hosts at this time.  But, in case of  unforeseen cir-
cumstances, if you would like to be a host, we always need a list of back-
ups. If you have never been a home host before, it is a great experience.  We 
still need day hosts.  Those are the people who substitute for the home hosts 
at a day’s activities.  They need to pick up the ambassadors and stay with 
them for the day.  At the end of the day’s activities, they take the ambassa-
dors to their host family.  We have tentatively planned NYC activities on 
Wednesday, June 3 and Saturday, June 6.  Other activities will be on Long 
Island.  

We also need Day Coordinators and Dinner Hosts.  Day Coordinators make sure the day activ-
ities run smoothly, that all ambassadors, and those signed up are accounted for, and that the 
appropriate fees are paid.  Dinner hosts organize a dinner in their homes for 6-10 people with 
the help of home hosts.  We have tentatively chosen Thursday, June 5 for the home-hosted 
dinner.  We also need a volunteer to coordinate the home-hosted dinner assignments.  

Other volunteers are needed to help with the Welcome and Farewell Dinners. Please contact 
either Kathy Daly (email: kdaly21@verizon.net) or Jeanne Heend (email: jheend@gmail.com) 
to ask questions, to volunteer or to make suggestions about a day’s activities. 

Huntsville, Alabama—October 7-14, 2015 

Judie Gardner—ED 
More  opportunities coming soon! 

**************************************************** 
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Outgoing Exchanges—2015 

Our club was invited by the Leuven club in 
Belgium in return for our hosting their club 
back in May, 2012.  We will be visiting 
them for one week starting on April 23. I 
have been in contact with Greta Smeyers 
and Dany Vandenbroeck, the President and 
ED of their club, and they have outlined 
what promises to be a wonderful exchange. 
We will be visiting some of the most inter-
esting cities in Belgium, including Brus-
sels, Bruges and Ghent. 

At the conclusion of the exchange, several 
of our members will continue on a 3 day 
extension to Holland for a visit to the Tulip 
Festival in Keukenhoff and some additional 
touring in Amsterdam. Participation is 
closed as the exchange is filled with 22 of 
our members, including some “first tim-
ers.”  

Spring can’t come fast enough. 

Leuven, Belgium 

Manitoba, Canada 

Ivan Ziegler—ED 

Richard Erckert—ED  
rerckert@gmail.com 

*************************************************************** 

22 Members are planning to have 
a wonderful visit with our friends 
from Manitoba and Winnipeg. 
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In my newly created position as Exchange Co-
ordinator of Friendship Force of Long Island, it 
is my role to arrange the exchanges 
that our club will participate in. This 
requires planning, communicating 
with other clubs, and working with 
Friendship Force International to 
maximize our exchange opportuni-
ties. 

We are very fortunate  that  the 
New York City metro area is such a 
desired destination by clubs from all 
over the globe. As a result, our cal-
endar of incoming exchanges is al-
ways full. As a matter of fact, I am 
already working on 2017 exchanges. 

This year, we will be going to clubs 
we have hosted in the past, Leuven, 
Belgium in late April and Manitoba, 
Canada in August. We will be hosting Brazilian 
visitors in June and a domestic club from 
Huntsville, Alabama, in October.  

Let’s All Get Excited !! 

What’s coming next? 

In 2016 we will be going to Marlborough, 
New Zealand and Moscow, Russia, and we 

will be hosting Greater Izmir, Tur-
key.  It is likely that we will host a 
domestic club from the West 
Coast. Dates and additional infor-
mation will be announced in the 
coming months.  Also, if you have 
been on non-FFLI exchanges,  

please send me your contacts.  

As mentioned above, I am already 
working on 2017 exchanges. You 
won’t be disappointed! However, 
your participation is crucial for 
these exchange opportunities to 
continue. We need all members to 
participate in these exchanges in 
one way or another, as it is only 
through your continued support 
that these opportunities are made 

possible. So please get involved. Thank 
you in advance.                                           
Ivan Ziegler – Exchange Coordinator 

Notes from Your Editors 

We plan to publish this Newsletter 4 times a year.  The success of the Newsletter 
depends on your contributions.  Please submit anecdotal experiences, inspiration-
al quotes, celebrations and, of course, pictures.  Here’s a good place to share with 
the club any tips or ideas you may have.  We are asking each chair and ED to 
submit articles before and after their respective event.  Please keep articles to a 
maximum of 250 words.  The deadlines for submissions are listed on the calen-
dar, page 5. Your cooperation and participation is crucial to a successful Newslet-
ter, and very much appreciated.  Thank you.  In friendship, 

Bobbi Zorn-bzsnowbird@yahoo.com,  Jeanne Heend-jheend@gmail.com,     
Jackie Agdern-jackieagdern@gmail.com 
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 General Meeting, November 24, 2014 

We, 32 members, broke up into small groups to discuss & answer the following questions:  

      1.  What has been your most memorable experience as part of Friendship Force?  
      2.  What things are we doing well?  
      3.  What could we do better?  
      4.  How do we increase membership?  
 
The responses are summarized below:  

1.  Most Memorable experience usually included various experiences associated with an in-
bound or outbound exchange.  
 
2.  Things we are doing well included: hosting exchanges; new member orientations; caring/
rescuing other groups; communicating information through email and newsletters; welcome, 
home hosted, and farewell dinners.  
 
3.  Things we could improve included: getting more people/new people involved in activities/
committees/planning; training people for volunteer roles (including having previous ED men-
tor new ED); spending more money on entertainment for welcome and farewell dinners; have 
more informal get-togethers so people can get to know each other better; spend less time on 
business and more time on team building at general meetings; be proactive to recruit new 
members.  
 
4.  Ways to increase membership included: increase FFLI’s exposure by utilizing such social 
media as MEETUP, FACEBOOK, YOUTUBE; improve website; publicize in local papers' 
Event Calendars; create "roadshow" presentations to be presented to various groups with a fo-
cus on diverse & young people, libraries, adult ed. etc.   
 
 

The Board has heard what you are saying and has already taken action 
in a lot of areas.  Using Social Media, a ”Meetup” site has been established 
by Brian Atkins. As Administrator, he will post all our upcoming events & 
meetings. Take a look at our website – www.ffli.net – it’s in 
the process of being updated.  Richard Erckert is the com-
municator with our webmaster, Magdi Collins.  If you have 
any suggestions or corrections for the website, contact 

Richard.  Sue Roscoe has taken on the responsibility of sending 
meeting & event announcements to local papers.  So our club is moving in the 
right direction!  Please let us know about any new ideas you might have to im-
prove our group and attract new members.  
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FF MID-ATLANTIC AND NORTHEAST  
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Proudly hosted by Friendship Force of New Hampshire Seacoast 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY APRIL 17, 18 & 19, 2015 

 Portsmouth, New Hampshire  
http://www.portsmouthnh.com/thingstodo/ 

“Charting Our Course” 

 
THE CONFERENCE 

Our three-day, 2-night Conference venue is  
at Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel  http://www.sheratonportsmouth.com/ 

New Hampshire’s premiere Seacoast destination, Portsmouth is the perfect setting for workshops, dining, entertainment, tours 
and making or renewing friendships!  

FFI Atlanta Staff will be presenting some exciting new initiatives. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE -- $180 per person 

Fee includes workshops, conference sessions, snacks, tours, entertainment AND meals! 

Meals included: Saturday and Sunday Breakfast; Saturday Break, Lunch and Dinner 

HOTEL COSTS 

 

 

 
 

Conference events begin Friday evening and close Sunday noon. 

Cut-off date for reserving rooms guaranteed at the above rate is 5 pm March 24, 2015 

Group rates are available for 3 days pre or post event.  

Need a roommate? Willing to share? Let us know on the registration form. 
(We'll try to help make sharing arrangements if you call us before you contact the hotel.) 

Room Reservations: https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1501020044&key=2428FEDA 

Copy and paste the link above to register online or call 603-431-2300, ask for reservation center. 

OPTIONAL EVENTS 

Post-Conference. 3-night Homestay in the New Hampshire Seacoast 
You are invited to experience the special hospitality of FFNHS  members who look forward to showing you many exciting and 
beautiful attractions in the area, including historic Portsmouth & Maine Seacoast.   April 19-22, 2015   Cost: $25 per person 

For more information contact Chairpersons: Donna Rinaldi 603-742-3144   donna@dssadmin.com 

   Jim Verschueren  603-343-4652 jd.verschueren@gmail.com 

 

  Single Double Triple 

Double or King Non-Smoking 

Including 9% tax 
$173.31 $173.31 $184.21 

Shared cost   $86.65 2 per room $61.40 3 per room 
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Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

      Name: __________________________________________Date___________ 

      Address: _______________________________________________________ 

        City/Town:____________________________________________________________________ 

      State/Zip:___________________________________________________________________________ 

      Home Phone: ______________________________Birth Date_____________ 

      Cell Phone:______________________________________________________ 

      E-mail:________________________________________________ 

New Members: Print name as you would like it to appear on Name Tag. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Circle the kind of club activities/talents you are willing to be involved with:  

    Programs…..Exchange Activities…..Fundraising…..Special Events..... Publicity.... 

Social Events..…Photography..…Computer…..Website…..Social Media…..Newsletter 

Membership Dues   $65/PP 

Mail check payable to “FFLI” with completed application to:   

 Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     

             


