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Inside this issue: 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Jackie Agdern 

Just came back from the Northeast Mid-Atlantic Regional Con-
ference held in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, along with 6 other 
members from our club.  It was an energizing experience for us 
all!  Within the next few months we will share everything that 
was presented.  The theme was “Sustainability.”  The question 
posed was, “Where and how do we see our club in 3-5 years?”   
Something for all of us to think about.    

Many Thank You’s go to Sue Schechter & Brenda Clinton, Em-
ma Bluestone, and Judy Greenberg for arranging the Dim Sum 
Luncheon, the World Friendship Day Celebration, and our 20th 
Anniversary Celebration & workshop, respectively. (More about 
these events in this Newsletter.) 

As we prepare to set specific dates for our 2016 exchanges, we 
will be in need of inbound & outbound EDs. In anticipation, our 
next general meeting will try to alleviate your fears to volunteer.  
Remember, FF is all about Cultural Exchanges, and exchanges 
are a team effort!  

SAVE THESE DATES 

Wednesday, July 8—Picnic Pops at Old Westbury Gardens 
Wednesday, August 5—Annual Pool Party - Details TBA 
Please submit articles for next Newsletter by July 31. 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 
NEW MEMBERS 

Lunar New Year Wishes from our friend,  Dr. Thanh  of Vietnam who 
was an ambassador who stayed with Frances Neyer..... ( his elder sister, 
as he refers to her!)  and a night on Brian Atkin's living room floor 
along with a few other ambassadors after a long night of painting the 
town red! 
 
Dear: My closed friend Brianis 
 
Long time no see you. On occasion off lunar New year 
Best wishes to you, the Friendship Force,  and all your family for good 
health, 
great success, full of happiness with wonderful family 

 
91 Years And Still Going Strong   
 
 
 
That's our man, Dan Brown, one of our original 
members and past President of FFLI, who had 
an exhibit of his wonderful paintings and sculptures this winter 
in the Jeanie Tengelsen Gallery at the Huntington Arts League. 
                                                              Way to go, Dan! 
 

Hi, I am Marion Hanna, a forty year resident of Northport village. I am 
the mother of four children and a grandma.  After working for the de-
partment of Social Services, I went back to college for my Bachelors 
and Masters in Social Work.  My special interest was alcohol and sub-
stance abuse.  I retired from the Department of Probation in 2000.  I 
work with Literacy Volunteers and am active in OLLI at SUNY at 
Stonybrook. I have always loved to travel and hope to do more of that, 
while learning more about people and their cultures with Friendship 
Force. 

Mariann Dragunas’ 
bio was not available 
at press time.   
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MEMBER & CLUB CELEBRATIONS 
May Birthdays  

Sylvia Ostrow—30   
Eli Bluestone—31 

June Birthdays  

Norm Roscoe– 21       
Joel Weidenbaum-26 

July Birthdays –Anniversaries 

Joan Fusco—9,   Frances Neyer—12,          
Diana Giglia—26,  Sue & Norm Roscoe—4 

At our April 13th General Meeting, while re-
freshing ourselves as to what it means to be a 
good Home Host and Ambassador, we celebrat-
ed FFLI’s 29th Anniversary along with Judy 
Greenberg’s and Tony Adam’s birthdays. 
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Huntsville Exchange News 

Judie Gardner ED 

Our chapter will be hosting a group of Ambassadors from Huntsville, Alabama this coming Oc-
tober 7th-14th. A number of wonderful members of our chapter have stepped up already to vol-
unteer to help plan an exciting week for our soon-to-be Alabama friends. So far our planners 
are Michele Peppers, Judy Greenberg, Kathy Daly, Bobbi Zorn, Ivan and Sheila Ziegler, and 
our two newest members, Marion Hanna and Mariann Dragunas. We would certainly welcome 
more help ---(many hands make light work), so please consider volunteering to join in planning 
an event, a day trip, a home-hosted dinner, or another function. 

This will be my first experience as an exchange director with Ivan Ziegler as assistant ED, and 
YOUR help will make this a memorable exchange for us all! 

2015 Incoming Exchanges 

Brazil June 1-June 8 
Kathy Daly and Jeanne Heend  Co-Eds 

 
Our first inbound exchange for 2015 is only weeks away.  Eighteen ambassadors from the com-
bined clubs of Blumenau and Florianpolis in Brazil will arrive on June 1.  We have an interest-
ing week planned for them.  The activities include: 

* A welcome dinner on June 1 featuring signature New York foods such as 
knishes, egg creams, hot dogs,  Reubens and pizza. 

* A trip out east on June 2 including a visit to a herb garden and a wine tasting 

* A tour of lower Manhattan on June 3rd including a visit to the top of the 
Freedom tower, which will be open to visitors starting in late May, and a ride 
on the Staten Island ferry.  The group will then break into smaller groups and 
may go to the High Line and Chelsea Market, for example. 

* A trip to Robert Moses State Park on June 4th, followed by home hosted dinners for our am-
bassadors and home hosts. 

* A tour of midtown Manhattan on June 5 with a docent tour of  the Museum of Natural Histo-
ry (including an IMAX movie), a walk through Central Park and down Fifth Avenue, followed 
by a group dinner in the Broadway area. 

* A free day on Saturday, June 6th. 

* A trip to Old Bethpage Restoration on the afternoon of June 7, followed by the Farewell din-
ner with a barn dance.  

Many thanks to all of you who have volunteered to help make this a memorable and exciting 
week for our guests. 
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NORTHEAST-MID ATLANTIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Submitted by Mary Rubert 

Several members of FFLI recently travelled to 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire for the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic Regional conference which 
was hosted by the New Hampshire Seacoast 
Club.  The conference was held at the Shera-
ton Hotel from April 17th through the 19th.  
There was also an opportunity for a homestay 
after the conference. 

 

 

The conference topics were related to the new FFI Strate-
gic Plan –Setting FFI on a Sustainable Course.  Partici-
pants were welcomed by the Mayor of Portsmouth, Rob-
ert J. Lister.  Portsmouth is a city of 21,000 people.  The 
city is in the midst of a renaissance.  Its origin dates back 
to the early 1600’s.  It is an active port and ship building 
area, with homes and buildings dating back to the 1700’s 
and 1800’s. 

 

The keynote speaker was Joy DiBenedetto, the President and CEO of FFI who appeared via tel-
econferencing.  Her topic was Charting Our Course.  The program followed with breakout ses-
sions in the morning and afternoon.  As part of the Saturday program, the participants were giv-
en the opportunity to choose from several activities, including a walking tour of Portsmouth, a 
guided tour of the African Burial Ground/Black Heritage Trail, a trip to the Albacore Subma-
rine and Museum or a guided visit of the Portsmouth Athenaeum.  Dinner and entertainment 
followed at the Sheraton Hotel.  The evening concluded with a very interesting and novel 
presentation by a story teller Joanne Piazzi.  Ask the local attendees to tell you some of the sto-
ries.  Sunday morning included a program on “Creating an Exciting Club”.  The attendees had 
many and varied suggestions on how to keep the exchanges and meetings productive, interest-
ing and welcoming to new members and ambassadors. 

Local representation was by President Jackie 
Agdern, Kathleen Daly, Gerry Pollatos, Susan 
Roscoe, Ivan Ziegler, Mary Rubert and Patricia 
Kazlauskas. 

The members of the host club were very lovely 
people who were so kind and gracious.  Jackie, 
Gerry, Mary and Patricia stayed on for a three 
day home stay. 

Presidents put their   
“Noses to the Grindstone” 
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IT'S TUESDAY IT MUST BE BELGIUM—submitted by Bobbi Zorn 
 
Actually we left on our magic carpet ride into the Middle Ages on 
Wednesday evening and arrived Thursday morning in Leuven, Belgium. 

We were greeted at the train station by two delightful gentlemen, Dany 
and Jos, who gave us not one, not two, but three kisses to bid us wel-
come.  We were wined and dined all week, (wine is cheaper than water), 
accompanied to Brugge, Antwerp, Brussels, Hoegaarden and of course 

Leuven.  Leuven is a college town,  filled with lively students, killer bikes and ancient Rom-
anesque,  Baroque and Gothic cathedrals and the most beautiful medieval building in the world, 
their magnificent 15th century town hall. 
Brussels boasts one of the most beautiful town squares in Eu-
rope, an exquisite central  market surrounded by decorative 
houses. The canals,  the Beguinage founded in1245 to protect 
women whose husbands were off fighting the crusades, the 
swans dotting the lawns, provide an idyllic setting.  And of 
course, eating Belgium waffles and whipped cream and tast-
ing chocolates in hundreds of shops. Antwerp filled with history, Hoegaarden filled with 
beer.  What  a magnificent exchange of languages, culture, friendships and history. 

 I was not alone, here's what others had to say: 
 
Walking the streets of the Belgian cities was like stepping back in 
time. The mix of medieval and modern is awesome--Joel & Harriet 
 
The medieval city of Brugge 

was surreal, like Epcot, but not recreated--Sheila 
 
My favorite time was sitting with the Belgian men, drink-
ing beer, smoking our cigars, solving the world's problems, 
while the club toured Hoegaarden--Ivan 

Brugge was beautiful and canal ride was wonderful--Jeanne 
& Mark 
 
Gourmet meals with wine pairings, the best Belgium waffles and chocolate, 
Great beer, charming people and places-- Claudia & Richard 
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Dim Sum Luncheon 

Submitted by Brenda Clinton 

 

Sticky Rice Wrapped in Lotus Leaf; Shrimp Stuffed with Tofu; Vegetable ‘Fun Gaw’; Rice 

Roll etc. Yes, many assorted Chinese delicacies (appetizers) were served at our Dim Sum 

Luncheon at Villa Manor in Little Neck on Wednesday, February 11. President, Jackie 

Agdern, welcomed the twenty members and friends who attended. Ivan Zeigler shared his 

‘Book of Memoirs’ and the World Globe that was gifted to him for his 4 years of service as 

our President. Thank you to Susan Schechter for organizing this luncheon. Before departing, I 

commented to a member: ‘The food was very good.’ The response: ‘I’d prefer a thick juicy 

steak!’ Ah yes, but this was an international experience!  
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World Friendship Day Celebration 

After several weather related postponements, on March 23, we celebrated World Friendship 
Day at the Huntington Yacht Club.  If you weren’t there, you missed a wonderful gathering!   
Those who attended enjoyed sharing some interesting international desserts, & some attendees 
even wore costumes of other countries. After a short information meeting, we were blown 
away by Wild Ginger, an A Capella trio, who entertained us with a variety international song, 
including Eastern European, South African, Brazilian, 16th century French, and 18th century 
English, along with American –Appalachian, slave & others.  It was a joyful event!  

Thank you Emma Bluestone for arranging this   
delightful event. 

 

Wild Ginger:  Caren Jacobs, Candice Baranello 
and Maureen Keelty 

SAVE THESE DATES: 

Wednesday, July 8th-Picnic Pops 

Wednesday, August 5th-Pool Party 
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Member Experience- submitted by Gerry Pollatos 

It all started with a letter from Judy Collins, a FF Ambassador from the Isle of Wight who 
stayed with Jackie in 2010, relating her club would be visiting Florida in February.  Where?  
When?  Jackie replied we’d love to see you if it’s doable!  And it was! 

On Valentine’s Day, Jackie & I flew to Miami, where my sister lives, attended my niece’s 
wedding, and then we arranged to meet the Weidenbaums, Judy Stoler, and Gail Loetman.  
Together we had a wonderful 1½ mile walk watching big seabirds nesting and feeding their 
young at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands in Boynton Beach.  It was fun. 

Next day we crossed the panhandle 
through Alligator Alley to Sarasota, 
where we attended a FF home hosted 
dinner at the lovely home of Terry & 
Stan Holsinger & met up with Judy 
Collins & others.  The days that fol-
lowed, we participated in a few ex-
change activities (Shelby Gardens, 
Ringling Brothers Museum & other 
points of interest), while meeting 
many more FF members. 

While in Sarasota, we spent time with more New Yorkers: Judy Gardner (vacationer), Claudia 
& Richard Erckert (snowbirds).  They drove us to Long Key from end to end, had dinner, fun 
& good companionship.  On our way north, we stopped in St. Petersburg to see the fantastic 

Dali Museum, then on to Tarpon Springs, watching a diver searching for 
sponges.   

Finally, off to Tampa Airport heading home to snow, cold and ice.  It was 
a very eventful nine days in the middle of February, where Long Island 
FF is overwintering.   Snowbirds they are called, and I almost envy them! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Meetings & Events 

May June July August 
1, Friday-Newsletter    
submissions due 

1-8, Incoming Ex-
change-Brazil; Kathy 
Daly & Jeanne Heend, 
co-EDs 

17, Friday-
Orientation,  TBD 

 

5, Pool Party-@1pm,   
Judy & Morris Stoler 

11,  Monday-
Executive Board 
Meeting-7:30pm, 
Jeanne Heend 

TBA-Bayard Cutting 
Arboretum Tea, Sue 
Roscoe, Coord. 

8,  Old Westbury   Gar-
den picnic & concert, 
Brenda Clinton, Coord. 

11-18, Outbound Ex-
change-Manitoba, 
Canada;                     
Richard Erckert, ED 

18, General Meeting, 
7pm, @ Greenvale 
Towne Diner 

 24, Friday-Newsletter   
submissions due 

28-31, FFI World Con-
ference—Vancouver, 
Canada 

September October November December 
TBD 7-13, Incoming Ex-

change-Huntsville, AL;  
Judie Gardner, ED 

2, Monday-Newsletter 
submissions due 

TBD: Holiday Party  
Emma Bluestone, 
Coord. 

 23, Friday-
Orientation, TBD 

16, Monday-General 
Meeting, TBD 
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PICNIC POPS 
Grand Lawn 

Old Westbury Gardens 
71 Old Westbury Road 

Wednesday, July 8 

Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks 
The Emmy Award winning band plays  
jazz & popular 1920s and 30s music.  

BRING: picnic supper, wine, soft drinks, chairs, 
candles etc. 

6:00 PM Mix/Mingle                                   Gate Admission:  

6:30 PM Optional Dance Lesson                $10 or  
7:00 PM Concert                                           $8 over age 62 
 
REGISTER: Brenda Clinton, chesley80@aol.com  917-972-9183 

Concert Postponed if RAIN. For concert information: oldwestburygardens.org  
(516-333-0048) 


