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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Ivan Ziegler 

SAVE THESE DATES 
 

Dec 1—Annual Dues 
 

Dec 5—Holiday Party 
 

March 4, 2018—Special Event 
 

 

 

 

Things are Happening at Friendship Force of Long Island 

It’s been a busy three months since our last Newsletter.  

In August, seven of our members, Jackie Agdern, Gerry Pollatos, Claudia 
and Richard Erckert, Jim Glasser and Sheila and I attended the fortieth an-
niversary FFI World Conference in Manchester, England. See article on 
page 5 for more details. All of us added some additional European travel 
to our trip, making our journey even more rewarding. No sooner had some 
of us returned then we participated in the Over 50 Fair. A special thank 
you to Jackie and Gerry who were at the fair, manning our booth for the 
entire day. Thank you also to all the other members who helped out (see 
page 3). 

The Over 50 Fair participation along with the Meet and Greet was a big 
success, bringing in three new members.  Welcome to Golda Shkolnick, 
Paula Davy and Denise Thompson. Also welcome to Rose Milillo, whom we 
have seen at some previous functions, but finally decided to take the 
plunge. We hope all of you will become active members and take ad-
vantage of everything Friendship Force has to offer.    

In early October we greeted the Wellington, New Zealand club, with a vari-
ety of new activities, including visits to the Tenement Museum and Katz’s 
delicatessen, followed by a walking tour of Lower Manhattan, as well as 
visits to Rockefeller Center, Top of the Rock and Roosevelt Island in Mid-
town Manhattan. Also our visit to Sands Point Preserve and Falaise was a 
first for our club. But the new activity that I enjoyed most (mainly because 
I helped put it together) was a road rally along Nassau’s north shore. As a 
new activity, it had many flaws that need to be worked out, but the over-
whelming consensus was that it was a fun activity that we would try again, 
maybe as a club activity. Work will soon begin on a second road rally cov-
ering the South shore of Long Island. Special thanks to Sheila Ziegler, who I 



2 

President’s Message continued: 
 
can personally attest, worked her b—- off to make the exchange a success. As a parting gift, the Welling-
ton club donated over $500 to the Puerto Rico Relief Fund in our club’s honor. 
 
Finally, one week after the Kiwis departed several of us travelled to Huntsville, Alabama for a return visit 
to the club that we hosted last year. It was a wonderful week made even more special thanks to the 
dedicated work of our Exchange Director – Richard Erckert, who went far beyond what is normally ex-
pected of an ED to assure that everyone in our club enjoyed the experience. Our visit included tours of 
the Huntsville NASA facility, the Jack Daniels distillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee, an overnight trip to Bir-
mingham, AL that included a visit to a church in which Martin Luther King preached and the Civil Rights 
Museum and a visit to the home of Helen Keller. A special bond with the members of the Huntsville club 
exists which, for many of us, is like a “sister club” with ours. 

In summary, it has been a very busy, enjoyable and fulfilling 3 months for those of us who have partici-
pated. This is what Friendship Force has to offer its members. I hope many more of you will have the 
opportunity in the future to share in these experiences. 

 

 
Membership News by Jackie Agdern 

 
In September our club participated in the annu-
al “Over 50’s Fair” in Melville.  We followed this 
with a successful ”Meet & Greet” dessert gath-
ering at Panera Bread in Huntington where we 
showed a video & discussed our mis-
sion.  Happy to say, four new enthusiastic mem-
bers have joined our group!  Each one of them 
believes in the FFI mission & is excited to share 
their skills & talents.   

Our next “Meet & Greet” gathering will be in 
mid-January (date TBD).  If you encounter any-
one who might be interested in Friendship 
Force, please forward Jackie their contact information to attend any future gatherings or 
events. 

To all who greeted at our “Over 50’s” table & provided follow-up calls, a big THANK 
YOU:  Gerry Pollatos, Jim Glasser, Gary Schechter, Frances Neyer, Eileen Jackson, Sheila 
Ziegler,  Ivan Ziegler, Gail Loetman, Susan Schechter, Harriet Weidenbaum & Janet Ullrich. 
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********************************************************************************************** 
Kathy Daly celebrated her 70th birthday on May 6 with a four day Disney cruise to 
Nassau in the Bahamas.  Present were her 4 children; Alison and her husband 
John, Pamela with her husband Bryan, Meghan and her husband Mike and her son 
Ed.  Also running around on deck were 5 grandchildren; Sadie, John, Bradley, 
Charlie and Eddie. 

New Members 
Please join me in welcoming our new members to our organization: 

Paula Davies 

Denise Thompson 

Rose Milillo 

Golda Shkolnick—”I am a “semi”-retired high school foreign language teacher.  
Throughout the years I have done extensive traveling, but there is never enough.  I 
live in Melville, NY and I love to play bridge and travel.  I look forward to getting to 
know the members of FFLI.” 

 
Save the Date—Sunday, March 4, 2018 

FFLI will be celebrating World Friendship by marching proudly with our banner 
in Bethpage.  Marchers & Supporters needed!  Look for details in your email. 
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MEMBER & CLUB 
CELEBRATIONS November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1—Mike & Mimi Hirsch’s anniversary 
7—Claudia & Richard Erckert’s anniversary 
22—Mimi Hirsch’s birthday 
28—Harriet & Joel Weidenbaum’s anniversary 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries  

17—Lori & Jerry Axinn’s anniversary 
24—Jeanne & Mark Heend’s anniversary 
 

January Birthdays  and Anniversaries 

1—Sue Schechter’s birthday 
8—Gerry Pollatos’ & Mark Heend’s birthday 
 

 

December January February March 
5—Holiday Party at 
Ayhans in Port Wash-
ington 

TBD—Executive Board 
Meeting  

TBD—Executive 
Board Meeting    

TBD—Executive Board 
Meeting   

11—Executive Board 
Meeting 6pm at Clau-
dia & Richard Erck-
ert’s home 

TBD—General Meeting   TBD—General 
Meeting 

TBD-General Meeting.  

 TBD—Meet & Greet  4—Special Event 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

         Meetings & Events 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

5—Lori Axinn’s birthday 
7—Ivan Ziegler’s birthday 
14—Sue Roscoe’s birthday 
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FFI World Conference 
By Jim Glasser 

 

In August, Friendship Force International celebrated it’s 40th Anniversary at this year’s World Con-
ference in Manchester, England.   Attending the conference from FFLI were Ivan and Sheila Zieg-
ler, Richard and Claudia Erckert, Jim Glasser, Jackie Agdern and Gerry Pollatos, and from “ FFLI 
West,” Judy Greenberg and Tony Adams.  Speakers at the conference included FFI CEO Jeremi 
Snook; Suzy Smith Bennitt, daughter of FFI founder Wayne Smith and former FFI CEO; David 
Faulkner, Newcastle upon Tyne City Counsel or; Andrew Kelly, President of FF Greater Manches-
ter;  Benedict Allen, adventurer, writer and TV documentary maker;  and Eddy Newman, the Lord 
Mayor of Manchester.  The keynote speaker at the closing ceremony was philanthropist, conserva-
tionist and “Hart to Hart” actress Stephanie Powers.  The speakers addressed FFI’s vision for the 
future and the challenges facing many clubs.  Workshop topics included: documenting journeys, 
media relations, engaging the local community, the 40th Anniversary campaign, creating and main-
taining an effective club board, strengthening clubs, family to family journeys and Friendship Force 
Then and Now.  Cultural workshops were also held.   
 
The welcome event was a themed “Travel Back to 1977” party, with many of the attendees wear-
ing their 70s’ best!  A fun drumming event was led by Drum Cafe UK.  Some of the optional side 
trips included a canal cruise, a tour of the ancient city of Chester, a trip to Liverpool (no Paul or 
Ringo sightings :-) ) and Mancunian walking tours. On the Saturday of the conference, the City of 
Manchester held a huge Pride parade to support their local LGBTQ community and to celebrate 
inclusion, diversity and acceptance.  A number of conference attendees from all around the world 
as well as FFI staff participated in the parade.    A gala banquet was held in the hanger of the Con-
corde jetliner (last flown in 2003), with the delegates given the opportunity to board and see the 
inside of the supersonic aircraft that was able to cross the Atlantic in 3.5 hours.  
 
Pre and post excursions by FFLI attendees included visits to Ireland, Latvia and Poland, Scandina-
via, Prague and other European cities. All in all, it was a very rewarding experience for every-
one!!     The next World Conference is scheduled to take place in 2019.   

Jim Glasser,  Sheila & Ivan Zieg-
ler, Claudia & Richard Erckert, 
Jackie Agdern & Gerry Pollatos 
at the Manchester Conference 
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International Education Session with Peace Boat  
By Jim Glasser 

Peace Boat is the world’s largest passenger ship sailing around the world to promote peace, 
sustainability and innovation. Peace Boat US, “works to build a culture of peace around the world 
by connecting people across borders and creating opportunities for learning, activism and coop-
eration.  Peace Boat US achieves this through programs in which people from the US and 
around the world participate in voyages onboard the Peace Boat, the organization’s Japan-
based partner organization and one of the most unique and creative peace-building initiatives in 
the world.”  Peace Boat is a Nobel Peace Prize nominee and NGO in Special Consultative Sta-
tus with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.   
 
On October 16, FFLI members Jim Glasser, Jackie Agdern, Gerry Pollatos, Michele Peppers, 
Susan Schechter and June Tano attended an event aboard Peace Boat, which was visiting NYC 
as part of their 95th Global Voyage for Peace.   Friendship Force CEO Jeremi Snook and FFI’s 
Kaitlyn Ranney, Matthew Nidek and Laura Romero attended the event as well, as did represent-
atives from different educational institutions, Peace Boat staff, students, consultants and oth-
ers.  Jeremi was one of the guest speakers, along with William Bridge of Global Green, which is 
an organization whose signature programs include greening affordable housing, schools, neigh-
borhoods and cities across the United States.   Jeremi provided background information to the 
attendees about Friendship Force and introduced a collaboration between Friendship Force In-
ternational, Global Green and Peace Boat US.  Beginning in 2018, Global Green and Friendship 
Force members will have the opportunity to travel aboard the Peace Boat, which sails globally 
each year.  More information will be forthcoming. 
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They came.  They saw.  They conquered our hearts. 
  
Fifteen ambassadors from Wellington plus one from Australia arrived via LIRR for a noon welcome 
lunch at the Greenvale Diner on October 4th .  They came as strangers, spent a week in our 
homes,  and departed on October 11th as our newest fast friends.    The weather, with the exception of 
one day, couldn’t have been more cooperative. 
  
In lower Manhattan, they learned about the immigrant experience at the Tenement Museum, and then 
learned to overeat NY style at a Lower East Side institution – Katz’s Delicatessen.  They spent quiet 
time at the 9-11 Memorial Pools and had a light dinner alongside the river before exploring the Oculus 
and then returning home. 
  
The Midtown Manhattan day was spent on a guided tour of Rockefeller Center prior to being treated to 
the spectacular views from the Top of Rock, and then riding the gondolas to Roosevelt Island before 
enjoying a meal in Bloom’s Tavern. 
  
The ambassadors had ample time to explore both of Long Island’s shores; the Gold Coast (the Sands 
Point Preserve trails and tour of Falaise as well as Mill Neck, Cold Spring Harbor and Oyster Bay on our 
first ever Road Rally) and the LI Maritime Museum and Fire Island Lighthouse on the south shore.  They 
were even treated to LI after dark at the spectacular Rise of the Jack-O-Lanterns at Old Westbury Gar-
dens. 
  
Did we feed them?  You bet.  There were casual getting-to-know-you meals, a post Road Rally dessert 
buffet, mix-match dinners, a huge diner luncheon as well as a farewell dinner buffet. 
  
Without the assistance of all of these people, the Journey would not have been such a success.  Thank 
you to the following people for all their hard work: 
  
Home hosts:  Claudia & Richard Erckert, Brenda Clinton, Kathy Daly, Jeanne & Mark Heend, Frances 
Neyer, Michele Peppers, Susan & Gary Schechter, Jackie Agdern, Sue & Norman Roscoe, Sheila & 
Ivan Ziegler 
  
Game night hosts:  Michele Peppers, Jackie Agdern, The Erckerts and Kathy Daly 
  
Welcome luncheon organizer:  Jeanne Heend  and table decorator:  Claudia Erckert 
  
Mix Match dinner hosts:  Gail Loetman, Janet Ullrich, Sylvia & Harold Ostrow, Lottie Bennett, Roz Ha-
ber and Gerry Pollatos 
Mix Match dinner coordinators:  Marcia Howard & Judy Stoler 
  
Road Rally Clue Masters:  Mark Heend, Sue Schechter, Sheila & Ivan Ziegler 
  
Road Rally Organizer:  Ivan Ziegler 
  
Road Rally Drivers & Navigators:  Michele Peppers, Kathy Daly, Eileen Jackson, Jackie Agdern, 
Norm & Sue Roscoe, Gail Loetman, Gerry Pollatos, Mark & Jeanne Heend, Richard & Claudia Erckert, 
Fran Neyer, Alan Winkler, Sue Schechter, Marcia Howard 
  
Road Rally Dessert Reception Hosts:  Sheila & Ivan Ziegler 

Wellington NZ Inbound Journey 
Sheila Ziegler, Host Coordinator 
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New Zealand Inbound Journey—continued 

Midtown Manhattan Day and Dinner Organizers:  Claudia & Richard Erckert 
  
Photographer, Treasurer and LIRR ticket organizer:  Richard Erckert 
  
Farewell Dinner organizer:  Jackie Agdern and Dance Leader:  Marcia Howard 
  
Day hosts:  Gerry Pollatos and Jim Glasser 
  
Printers:  Jeanne Heend (Journey booklets) and Brenda Clinton (photo jackets) 
  
BIG TIME assistant with everything else:  (preparing the budget, refilling the MTA tickets, picking up the 
brochures, picking up the tee shirts, assisting me with stuffing the goodie-bags, helping me to organize the 
Lower Manhattan day and two of the LI days, accompanying the ambassadors from their Manhattan hotel 
to the welcome at the Hicksville station and most of all, for encouraging me when I needed support):   Ivan 
Ziegler 
  
As you can see, it DOES take the cooperation of an entire chapter to pull off a successful Journey, and we 
can be proud of ourselves for, once again, succeeding. 
  

                                            A day in Manhattan 
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New Zealand Inbound Journey—continued 

Waiting for the gondola to go to 
Roosevelt Island 

On a tour of Rockefeller Center 

At Falaise in Sands Point 
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Our Journey to Huntsville, Alabama 

 (October 18-25, 2017) 
 

By Richard Erckert, Ambassador Coordinator 

On this Journey, we all had the opportunity to experience up close the cultural, economic, intellectual and religious 
aspects of two historic Southern cities. 
  
On Day 1, the 15 FFLI Ambassadors were each met at the airport and taken to the homes of their Hosts for dinner 
and to “rest up” for the activity packed week ahead.   
  
On Day 2, at 9:00 AM, we were brought to the “Blue Plate Café” for a Welcome Breakfast with our new and old 
friends from the FF of Greater Huntsville.  Then we were on to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center where two 
members of the Huntsville club and the US Space and Rocket Center (Dave Lambert and Bill Johnson) provided a 
comprehensive tour of the Center pointing out some of their own actual contributions to the Space Program. The 
day concluded with “Cottage Dinners” which are similar to our FFLI Mix and Match dinners. 
  
On Day 3, we were off to Birmingham where members of Huntsville’s sister club (FF Birmingham) provided us 
with two days of activities and hosted us in their homes overnight.The first stop in Birmingham was a visit to Vul-
can Park, site of the world's largest cast iron statue and spectacular panoramic views of Birmingham and sur-
rounding areas. We then went to the 16th Street Baptist Church where docents recalled the events of the civil 
rights movement of the 1960s.The Church served as an organizational headquarters, site of mass meetings and 
rallying point for African Americans protesting widespread institutionalized racism in Birmingham, Alabama and 
the South. On September 15, 1963, members of the Ku Klux Klan, planted 19 sticks of dynamite outside the base-
ment of the church killing four young girls - Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson, Cynthia Wesley and Denise 
McNair - and injuring 22 others. This was a major turning point in the Civil Rights Movement. Lunch was served at 
“Z’s” restaurant where we dined on home cooked Southern cuisine and listened to Barry McNealy give a first hand 
account of life in Birmingham for Black Americans from the 1960’s to the present day. Barry also took us on a 
walking tour of Kelly Ingram Park, pointing out and explaining each of the many monuments dedicated to the Civil 
Rights Movement. The day concluded with a self guided tour of the Civil Rights Institute and a Birmingham Club 
hosted dinner and dancing party. 
  
Day 4, began with a tour of the iconic Sloss Furnaces, with its web of pipes and tall smokestacks that offered a 
glimpse into the great industrial past of the South and our nation. This was followed by Lunch at a classic roadside 
restaurant, a tour of the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum, a stop at the Horton Mill Covered Bridge, the drive 
back to Huntsville, and a group Chili dinner at St. Stephan’s Episcopal Church with members of the Huntsville 
club.   
  
Day 5, was a free day where ambassadors and their hosts planned their own activities for the day. Ambassadors 
took their home hosts to dinner. 
  
On Day 6, we were back on the road again. The first stop was a tour of the Tate Farm in Meridianville, a 6000 
acre working cotton plantation, where we were greeted by FF members of the Tate family and had the opportunity 
to learn about cotton "picking" and get up close to modern cotton picking machinery.  Then on to Lynchburg, Ten-
nessee for a Southern home style lunch at Miss BoBo’s and a tour (and tasting!!) at the Jack Daniels Distillery. 
After a drive back to Huntsville, Ambassadors enjoyed a casual dinner with their home hosts. 
  
On Day 7, we toured the Birthplace of Helen Keller in Tuscumbia, AL and a Frank Lloyd Wright designed home in 
Decatur, AL and had an authentic Southern BBQ lunch at Big Bob Gibson’s before returning to an all out gala 
Farewell Party with a “sock hop” theme in Huntsville.  
  
Our thanks and gratitude go to all the members of the Huntsville and Birmingham Friendship Force Clubs who 
helped make the entire Journey a truly memorable experience. 
 
For more pictures of the Huntsville Journey, go to our Website: (FFLI.NET) 
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Journey to Huntsville, Alabama—continued 

At the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama  

At Tate Farms—by          
machine that cuts and 
binds cotton into rolls 

At our farewell dinner—a sock 
hop—Michele, Gail, Jeanne, 
Jackie, Sheila, Claudia, Frances 
& Kathy 
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2018 upcoming  journeys 
ivan ziegler, journey coordinator 

 

 

 

2018—Outbound Journey—   Flathead Montana—by Jim Glasser, AC 

 

2018—Inbound Journeys 
Our inbound plans for 2018 are firming up.  For domestic journeys, there will be a  journey from San 
Diego (Claudia Erckert, HC) in the Fall of 2018.  For foreign journeys, we will have an inbound journey 
from Hamilton/Burlington, Canada May 30-June 5 (Kathy Daly & Jeanne Heend, Co-HCs). 

FFLI has arranged a journey to Flathead Valley, Montana in July of 2018.  The dates of the journey 
will be Tuesday, July 10-Tuesday, July 17, 2018.  I will be the Journey Coordinator for the visit. The 
Flathead Valley club has indicated that they should be able to accommodate up to 20 Ambassa-
dors.  We expect the cost for the week to be $150 per member.  

Per the club: "Usually our week includes a visit to Glacier National Park for the day. There are vari-
ous short hikes available for those wishing to take.  Many just drive through on the "Going to the 
Sun Road". The scenery is outstanding!! HOWEVER, you may have heard that we had (are still hav-
ing) furious forest fires which probably won't be contained until winter snows arrive. Parts of the 
park have been closed recently. By next summer the terrain will no doubt look different BUT the 
mountains, streams and waterfalls will still be there, minus the forests.  Our itinerary usually in-
cludes visits to historical museum, a 1895 mansion, Native American museum, beautiful botanical 
gardens, wild raptor bird sanctuary, riding a ski lift up a 6,600 foot mountain and several dinners.” 
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Membership & Renewal Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 

Name:_________________________________________Date__________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town:___________________________________________________________________ 

State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________________Birthdate____________ 

Cell Phone:___________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Please send Membership dues ($65/pp) payable to “Friendship Force Long Island ” with  

completed 2 page application to:   

 Jackie Agdern 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION—Participation Form 
 

Incoming Journeys, whether international or domestic, are the essence of our existence.  
They take place two weeks each year and are generally scheduled a year in advance.  In-
coming Journeys need the participation of each one of us in order to be successful. 
 
We need YOUR commitment for both the preparation and operation of these two annual 
Journeys.  Even if you cannot be available during the exchange week itself, we need your 
participation in the planning and coordination of events for the weeks involved. 
 
Please make your commitments now for the coming year by selecting at least two (2) items 
in the JOURNEY column and two (2) items in the three columns under COMMITTEE WORK.  
We cannot succeed without YOU! 

 

YOUR COMMITMENT  =  OUR SUCCESS! 

Name: __________________________________ 

 
Incoming Journeys Membership Com-

mittee 
Publicity Committee Programming Com-

mittee 

____Co-Exchange Director ____ Meet & Greet ____ Facebook ____Regular Meeting 
Programs  

____Planning Committee ____ Computer Skills ____ Website Special Events: 

____ Home Host ____ Buddy  with new 
member 

____ Brochure      
Distribution 

    ___ World Friendship 
Day—March 

____ Dinner Host ____ Phone Calls ____ Speaker for  
outside event 

    ___Pool Party—July/
August 

____ Day Host ____ New member 
packets 

Newsletter     ___Over 50’s Fair—
September 

____ Plan a day/activity  ____ Photography     ___Holiday Party-
December 

____ Brochure/Program 

____ Photography 

 ____ Articles 

____ Computer skills 

    ___Other 


