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BUSY TIMES FOR 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE 

OF LONG ISLAND 

It’s been a busy spring and 

now summer so far for 

Friendship Force of Long 

Island with lots more on the 

near and far horizons to get 

your attention. In May we 

hosted the  FF club from 

Fukuoka, Japan, and in 

June we enjoyed visiting 

the FF Louisville Club. 

Special thanks to CO-ED’s 

Joel Weidenbaum and 

Kathy Daly for planning 

and running the Fukuoka 

exchange. Similarly, kudos 

to Sheila Ziegler ED for a 

splendid job on the Louis-

ville Outbound. A special 

recognition goes to Kathy, 

June Tano and other club 

members in handling the 

most difficult challenge 

of caring for an ambassa-

dor who became ill. 

They went far above and 

beyond the norm.  I am 

very proud of all of you 

and the Fukuoka club 

and FFI are too. Reprint-

ed in the newsletter is a 

special email I received 

from Joy DeBenidetto, 

the President of Friend-

ship Force International, 

recognizing our club’s 

efforts. 

I hope everyone has been 

enjoying the summer and 

look forward to sharing 

our annual pool party at 

the Stoler’s on August 

17th..  Thank you Judy 

and Morris. 

Starting September 10, 

we welcome the 

Saitama, Japan Friend-

ship Force Club. Thank 

you to Frances Neyer 

and Gail Loetman, co-

EDs, for putting together 

a little different and in-

teresting program for 

this exchange. We like to 

think that we’ve learned 

from the feedback re-

ceived from previous 

exchanges.  Watch for 

sign-up sheets coming 

out soon, and please par-

ticipate. 

It is nice to see newer 

members taking more 

active roles in club activ-

ities by day hosting, din-

ner hosting and home 

hosting, as well as going 

on Outbound Exchanges. 

Just ask Bobbi Zorn who 

raves about her trip to 

Louisville. 

In October, our club 

members head to Brazil 

for 2 exchanges: Sao 

Paolo, and Sao Jose de 

Rio Preto. Thank you 

Jackie Agdern and Judy 

Greenberg for leading 
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“A good life is when you assume nothing, do more, need less, 

smile often, dream big, laugh a lot, and realize how blessed you 

are for what you have.”  Author Unknown 
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Submitted by Jackie Agdern 

In April, it was my pleasure to participate in the launching of the 

Dutabare Foundation in Burundi, Africa.  Through the assistance 

of the FF of Bujumbura, our club made a generous financial dona-

tion of $200.  The main focus of this foundation is to support, edu-

cate and act as advocates for vulnerable children, specifically those 

with HIV/AIDS.   During the ceremony, FFLI was acknowledged. 

these outbound exchanges.  

2015 promises to be just as busy as 2014. In late April we travel to Leuven, Belgium, with possible extensions 

to view the tulips in Holland. This exchange is fully subscribed  at this time. I am serving as the ED.  End of 

September will be a return exchange visiting our friends in Manitoba.  Richard Erckert has volunteered to be 

ED of that exchange. On the incoming side of 2015, we will be hosting 2 clubs from Brazil in early June. 

Jeanne and Mark Heend, new members volunteered to serve as ED’s for this, but need one of our “veterans” to 

work with them and to share his/her wealth of experience. Thank you, Kathy Daly for volunteering to fill that 

role. I am also looking at the possibility of hosting a domestic club in the fall. 

All of this activity requires time, effort and money. To deal with the money requirement, we are raising our 

annual dues for 2015 to $65 per person, $130 per couple. This increase is two-fold: FFI has increased their an-

nual dues, and we wish to eliminate the money charged at each meeting. As for your time and efforts, I am 

pleased that many of you have volunteered to participate, however, I really want to encourage you to volunteer 

to home host. It has been necessary for us to have some of our members host 3 ambassadors, which should not 

be required if we get more volunteers to home host. It would really be nice to get newer members to home host 

if you can. 

(Continued from page 1 

Once Again FFLI Shows Generosity     

Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimama,  Coordinator, 
Jackie, Emmanuel Mbonihankuye, Pres. FF 
of Bujumbura 

Dear Ivan - 

Wow. Thank you so much for sharing this incredible note of thanks with me. And for letting us know 

that the situation is now that Yasuko is home safe and sound in Japan. 

It was surely the support and help which she received from you and your club members - Kathy, 

Michele and Joel (I'm sure there are others.....) - which allowed her to be comfortable and possibly 

even survive during this very difficult time in her life.  

 

Thank you so much for giving her this gift, and for standing strong for the true values which Friend-

ship Force works to espouse and bring to the world community. You are each a shining example of 

our work, and I want to truly honor the generosity which you all gave to help Yasuko.  

 

I hope someday soon I can visit with my hometown club (!) and thank you all in person.  

 

In the meantime Ivan, my gratitude to you for being such a caring and considerate Friendship Force 

member. 

With gratitude,  

Most sincerely,  

Joy 
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Fukuoka Exchange May 12 to May 19, 2014 

By Kathy Daly 

time.  Other members participated in planning each 

day’s events, day hosting or by hosting dinners in their 

homes; “a big hit” according to the feedback from our 

Japanese guests. 

What have I learned from this exchange? Perhaps the 

greatest lesson I learned be-

sides “expect the unexpected” 

was that I must be aware of 

my ambassadors’ needs 

whether physical, social or 

emotional. I had the situation 

of hosting someone who be-

came critically ill during her 

stay with me.  While I think 

this is a very extraordinary 

circumstance, it demonstrates 

that serving as a home host 

means a lot more than supply-

ing a bed and breakfast to our 

ambassadors.  It means that 

sometimes we might be called on to “go above and 

beyond” our usual parameters in seeking to provide 

for our guests a safe and enjoyable stay. It also means 

that like any good host we must be aware of our am-

bassadors’ state of well- being and be able to help 

them should the need arise.  

Our exchange began on Monday evening May 12 

when a group of us including our president, Ivan 

Ziegler and his wife Sheila met our ambassadors at 

Kennedy Airport after their long and arduous flight 

from Japan.  Some of us knew our ambassadors as 

we previously had 

stayed with them during 

an outgoing Fukuoka, 

Japan Exchange partici-

pated in by members of 

our club 2 years ago in 

2012. 

Joel and I as EDs for 

this incoming exchange 

were home hosting our 

hosts from Fukuoka so 

we had a level of com-

fort in knowing our 

guests.  We had also 

spent countless hours 

planning and e-mailing and meeting with the mem-

bers of our club who chose to participate in this 

event. I think from my perspective and from feed-

back from the Fukuoka Club and fellow FF mem-

bers that our exchange was a great success. We had 

22 members who home hosted; some for the first 

Changes are being made, and an exciting time for all is in the works!  To begin with, the week will be at a 

slower pace than usual.   

A few highlights include:  Two days in Manhattan; one picnicking on Governor’s Island, and the other attend-

ing a Broadway show – “Chicago,” concluding with dinner at Pietresante Restaurant.  On Long Island, there 

will be a tour of Longwood Estate in Brookhaven.  There we will experience churning our own butter, and 

making our own ice cream to be part of our lunch of homemade soup & warm bread. 

Coming soon you will be receiving a complete detailed list of the week’s program and the costs.    Please re-

turn the sign-up sheet with your check in a timely fashion so we may finalize arrangements.  We’re hoping for 

a good turn-out, as this week promises to be fun, informative and different for our Ambassadors & members 

alike! 

Saitama, Japan – Incoming Exchange,  September 10-16, 2014 

Submitted by Frances Neyer & Gail Loetman, co-EDs 
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Fun Time  

with  

Fukuokans 
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 Fran Cory :  is a r etired high school special education teacher  and 

now  works as an outside travel agent for a large Melville travel agency. Travel is 

her passion, but she has other interests too. Fran has been to over 120 countries 

and still has more on her list. Fran’s large collection of giraffes come from all over 

the world as do her collection of masks some of which are really unique. Besides 

traveling she loves to read, bake, and walk three miles every night. 

Fran’s partner, Dennis, passed away seven years ago, so she’s presently single. 

She has two children and five wonderful grandchildren. 

I joined Friendship Force to meet new people, travel to places where I can really 

get to know the people and country, and host travelers from other countries.  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Judy Stoler 8/9 

Sara Bluestone 8/12 

Michele Peppers 9/11 

Gail Loetman 9/12 

Joan Baillargeon 9/16 

Morris Stoler 10//25 

Evelyn Hersh 10/27 

Congratulations to Michele 
Peppers becoming Grandma 
Mimi to Gavin Robert Peppers.   

Born  Sunday, July 20, 2014  
Weighing in at 8 lbs 15ozs. 

CELEBRATIONS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sylvia & Harold Ostrow 8/2 

Judy & Morris Stoler 8/14 

Karen & Dan Kalina 8/28 

Congratulations  

Magdi Roberts & 

Danny Collins      

tied the knot        

May 31, 2014 

The Membership Committee has been getting in touch with people who have expressed interest in joining our 

club.  We have held two of three planned Dessert-Orientation Evenings so far this year.  Our next one will be 

held on October 10th, 2014.  We invite you to tell your friends and colleagues about it.  Please give us their 

contact information so they can be formally invited. 

Last September we participated in our first "Over 50 Fair" at the Huntington Marriott.  We got to share infor-

mation with many visitors about FFLI and hand out brochures.  As a result, several new members have joined 

us.  Again this year we will be exhibiting at the Fair. 

Soon we will be collecting our annual dues. The cost of membership has risen to $65 per person.  This  now 

includes new member name tags, and meeting room rentals, desserts and beverages.   A portion also goes to 

our parent organization, FFI, for charter dues and renewals.   
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Our trip began with a rehearsal of NY-themed songs 

in the food court of the BWI airport, much to the 

chagrin of fellow travelers.   When a security agent 

walked past our table, we feared he was going to ar-

rest us for murdering the songs! 

 We were greeted at the airport by our home hosts 

and whisked away to get settled into their 

homes.  The Welcome Dinner at the home of Rose 

Lowry-Duke was quite a treat.  She lives in a histor-

ic log cabin and was dressed in period at-

tire.  All  17  of us were treated to a tour of her home 

and massive property, and were amazed by her spe-

cial doll collection.  The Louisville Dulcimer Socie-

ty was hired to entertain us, and entertain us they 

did.  Similar to the welcome dinners we greet our 

ambassadors with, this was a 

themed meal.  We were treated 

to mint juleps, chocolate bour-

bon balls, derby pie, burgoo, 

Kentucky fried chicken, grits 

and other Kentucky delica-

cies.  Instead of making us 

wear Statue of Liberty crowns, 

we were photographed holding 

a hobby horse while wearing 

foam horses on our 

heads.  Laughs were aplenty. 

 On Wednesday morning we were taken on a tour of 

My Old Kentucky Home (and yes, Stephen Foster 

did compose the song about this home), In the after-

noon we were escorted along the Kentucky Bourbon 

Trail.   After touring Heaven Hill Distillery we were 

treated to a bourbon tasting session and taught to add 

three drops of water to our bourbon, wait a few 

minutes, and then taste again.  It resulted in a more 

mellow flavor. That was topped off with more choc-

olate bourbon balls.  Our next stop was for lunch at 

the Bernheim Café in the Bernheim Forest, Cler-

mont, KY.   The balance of the day and that night 

were free and it was the perfect opportunity to treat 

our home hosts to dinner. 

On Thursday morning we met in the city of Louis-

ville and were given a very interesting walking tour 

by Mr. Tom Owen, a professional guide, history 

teacher & politician.  Then we went to the Louisville 

Slugger Museum & Factory, learned how baseball 

bats are made, and watched bats being manufactured 

for a number of baseball pros, each to their very own 

specifications.  Each of us was gifted with a souve-

nir bat.  Lunch was at an interesting café, followed 

by a visit to the Kentucky Center for the Arts where 

we watched a movie and learned all about Ken-

tucky.  That afternoon was free.  At night, it was 

time for Mix-match dinners in some very interesting 

homes. 

 Friday we were up and out for our 8:15 a.m. 

Churchill Downs Back Stretch Breakfast Tour.  We 

were able to get up close to watch the thoroughbreds 

working out, walked past the stables & met Califor-

nia Chrome’s training horse, and took a group pic-

ture in the Winner’s Cir-

cle.  The Kentucky Derby Mu-

seum was next, and then we had 

free time with our hosts for the 

balance of the day and 

night.  Some of us went to Lex-

ington (horse country), some to 

caves, some simply “home” to 

relax.   

Saturday we toured Historic Lo-

cust Grove.  FFKY chose that as their charity, and so 

we got to see where our donation was going to be 

spent.  Many of us then went to the river for water-

side dining before boarding the Spirit of Jefferson 

for a relaxing river cruise.  Our final get-together as 

a group was in the home of Tom Bell.  The farewell 

dinner that he so graciously hosted was catered.  The 

Oldham Co. Singers entertained us, and so intimidat-

ed us that we decided not to embarrass ourselves by 

performing our NY songs.  Ted Goldstein, however, 

was able to persuade the singers & their musicians to 

accompany us so we were rescued.  Note to FFLI 

club members:  We need to create a short program 

that we can use on outbound exchanges, one that 

doesn’t include off-key singing.  

Sunday morning eleven of us departed for an exten-

sion to Nashville, and the rest of our group left for 

home. 

It was a wonderful exchange. 

  

Outbound Exchange to Louisville, KY    June 17-22, 2014 

         Submitted by Sheila Ziegler, ED 
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FUN BY ALL 
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July 28-General Meeting at Seasons 52 

August 17 - Pool Party at  the Stoler’s, & Executive Board Meeting 

September 8 - Executive Board Meeting at Judie Gardner’s 

September 10-16 - Incoming Exchange - Saitama, Japan 

September 29 - General Meeting Huntington Yacht Club 

October 6 - Executive Board Meeting at Stoler’s 

October 18-November 1 - Sao Jose du Rio Preto & Sao Paulo, Brazil 

October 27 - General Meeting - TBA 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE now working  on the slate for  the FFLI 2015 Board.  

If  you would like to be on the committee or have someone you would like to see 

on the Board, please contact Jackie Agdern.  A slate will be presented at the 

October General Meeting. 

EDITORS’ NOTE:  The Fall Newsletter will be out by the end of November.   Be sure 

to submit any article, pictures, celebrations or inspirational thoughts you want to share 

by October 10, 2014.  Send to:  ffLongIsland.inquiries@gmail.com 

*********************************** 
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Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 

        Name: __________________________________________Date___________ 

       Address: _______________________________________________________ 

        (City/Town):____________________________________________________________________ 

       State/Zip):___________________________________________________________________________ 

      Home Phone: ______________________________BirthDate______________ 

      Cell Phone:______________________________________________________ 

      E-mail:________________________________________________ 

 

New Members: Print name as you would like it to appear on Name Tag. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please circle the kind of club activities /talents you are willing to be involved with:  

    Programs…..Exchange Activities…..Fundraising…..Special Events..... Publicity..... 

Social Events..…Photography..…Computer…..Website…..Social Media…..Newsletter. 

 

Membership Dues   $65/PP 

 

Mail check payable to “FFLI” with completed application to:   

 Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     


