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In Friendship: 

There’s More to Friend-

ship Force than Club Ex-

changes. 

Sheila and I have applied 

to participate this August 

in a Themed Exchange 

“FEEDING THE 

WORLD AND NUR-

TURING THE CREA-

TIVE SPIRIT: EXPERI-

ENCE AGRICULTURE 

AND ART IN AMERI-

CA’S HEARTLAND” to 

be hosted by the Central 

Iowa Friendship Force 

club. We have already 

enticed our friends Judy 

and Bob Eatmon (FF 

Cheyenne, Wyoming) to 

join us and are working 

on others to participate. 

While in Iowa, we are 

hoping to be reunited 

with Ana Kuvakina, our 

Russian student who vis-

ited us 2 years ago with 

her family, and who will 

be spending part of her 

summer in Iowa. Finally, 

we know many of you 

will remember the won-

derful week we enjoyed 

last March when our Lat-

vian home hosts, Laima 

and Richard Plepe visit-

ed us independently. 

Our group going to Lou-

isville, Kentucky, this 

summer will be joined 

by Olive Minett, the FF 

Oxford, England home 

host for Brenda Clinton, 

who will be visiting 

Brenda this summer. I’m 

sure that most of you 

who have participated in 

exchanges can relate 

similar positive experi-

ences that followed host-

ing or being hosted. 

I’m sharing our personal 

experiences to make sev-

eral points. 

1. Hosting and being 

hosted is the tip of the 

iceberg of personal con-

nections that Friendship 

Force has to offer if you 

want it. Nothing creates 

friends better than shar-

ing your home for a 

week. Bringing another 

member of Friendship 

Force into your life will 

offer rewards for years 

after. 

2.   There’s a wealth of 

opportunities to partici-

pate in Friendship Force 

exchanges in addition to 

those offered by our 

club. Go to the Friend-

ship Force International 

website 

(www.thefriendshipforce

.org) and look at the 

World of Friends Cata-

log for a time and a place 

that may be of interest to 

you.  

  3.  Get involved. Open 

your home for an ambas-

sador. Start your own 

Friendship Force experi-

ence. We have 2 im-

portant exchanges com-

ing from Japan this year 

– Fukuoka in May and 

Saitama in September 

and we need day hosts 

and home hosts. So 

please contact our ex-

change directors (see 

other articles in this 

newsletter). If you can’t 

home host, offer to day 

host or to host a dinner. 

We can use all of your 

support. 
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EDITORS’ NOTE: 

“Better late than never.”  

Apologies for the delay in 

publishing this  spring issue.  

There were technical difficul-

ties  & personal situations 
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Welcome Karen and Dan Kalina old friends and now members of FFI-LI. 

Thanks to Dan who was Commodore of the Huntington Yacht Club, we have 

been able to have meetings at the Club. Dan and Karen enjoy sailing, traveling, 

theater, music and social time with friends. With two married sons and four 

grandchildren, they spend much time with family too. 

 As a Speech Pathologist [Karen] and School Counselor and Adminstrator 

[Dan] they are now free to sail their 36’ Hunter named “School’s Out” any 

time.  Dan still maintains a private practice in College advisement helping stu-

dents gain admission to college. 

 Rachel Donner is a retired editor/CUNY teacher/librarian who loves New York-- 

exploring, learning local history, going to theater, and, as a Big Apple Greeter, in-

troducing it to people from around the world.   But she also likes to escape the city 

by traveling, walking, and staying at her Berkshire cottage where additional pur-

suits are swimming, kayaking, attending concerts, and ushering at theater.  Rachel 

is happy to join friendly folks to share travel experiences. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Grandmotherhood strikes Kathy Daly for the 3rd time!  

 On January 24th, Kathy’s daughter Meghan and her husband Mike 

welcomed their first child, Bradley Edward Hanna.  

 Came a little early but Bradley is doing well at home in Stamford 

Ct. 

This is Kathy’s third grandchild and we delight in her good news. 

BELATED CELEBRATION WISHES 

Jan. 1 -  Susan Schechter 

               Dan Kalina 

Jan. 2 - Rachael Donner 

Jan. 8 - Gerry Pollatos 

Jan. 29 - Sheri Berman 

Feb. 1 - Sara Bluestone’s Anniversary 

Feb. 5 - Lori Axinn 

Feb 14 - Susan Roscoe 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

March 17 - Jackie Agdern 

March 22 - Claudia Erckert 

March 29 - Harriet Weidenbaum 

April 4 - Emma Bluestone 

April 6 - Jerry Axinn 

April 13 - Judy Greenberg 

April 14 - Karen Kalina 

April 21 - Harold Ostrow 
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EXCITING NEW VENUE 

On Monday, March 24th, we will be having our FFLI General Meeting at a new restaurant: 

      Seasons52 

  630 Old Country Rd 

       Garden City, NY 

              516-248-5252 

Check out their website at www.seasons52.com. 

We will gather upstairs (an elevator is available) for social time, with delicious desserts, coffee, and tea at 

7:00PM. Our regular meeting will begin at 7:30PM. 

Some of us will be gathering there at 5:30PM for dinner.  If you are interested in joining us call Judie Gardner 

631-549-9191 or Jackie Agdern 631-253-4560.  Their menu is unusual, with each tasty and creative dish hav-

ing 475 calories or less!  Let’s indulge and enjoy this new find!  

Directions:  from whichever direction, get to Old Country Road, Garden City.  Enter the Ring around Roo-

sevelt Field Shopping Mall. Head towards the northwest corner of the mall’s outer ring; Enter parking lot 

area. Seasons52 is just south of Capital Grille and is between Grand Luxe Café and a movie theater. Sea-

sons52 also offers complimentary valet parking! 

March 24- General Meeting at Seasons52 at 7:00PM 

April 7 - Board Meeting 7:30PM at home of Ivan & Sheila Ziegler 

April 28 - General Meeting TBA 

May 12-19 - Incoming Exchange - Fukuoka, Japan 

June 17-22 - Outgoing Exchange - Louisville, Kentucky 

September 10-16 - Incoming Exchange - Saitama, Japan 

October 18-November 1 - Sao Jose du Rio Preto & Sao Paulo, Brazil 

 

MARK  

YOUR  

CALENDARS 

2014 

Thou hast made me known to 

friends whom I knew not. 

Thou hast given me seats in homes         

not my own. 

Thou hast brought the distant near 

and made a brother of the stranger. 

  

Rabindranath Tagore, Gitanjali 

http://www.seasons52.com
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 Junko (June) Tano, a  member of FFI-

LI presented the customs and culture of 

her native country in anticipation of our 

incoming exchanges of the Fukuoka 

and Saitama FFI groups.  Questions 

submitted by the audience revolved 

mainly around home hospitality espe-

cially food.  June was reassuring.  She said that “there are 

a lot of international restaurants in Japan …so a variety 

of cuisines are enjoyed.  However,  “after a few days of 

gourmet food; simple dishes will be most appreciated.” 

June went on to say that “many Japanese like having 

bread and coffee in the morning. “ So we don’t have to 

serve a Japanese style breakfast.”  The same applies for 

lunch; sandwiches are fine. In general remember our 

guests are here to learn about American culture as it is 

practiced in the home so the emphasis should be about 

Japan: Customs and Culture 

                                   A Presentation on November 18th by June Tano  

Some helpful Japanese phrases are: 

Welcome – Youkoso     

Good night—Oyasumi nasai 

Hello- Konniciwa                                    

Thank you--Arigatou 

Good morning—Ohayo gozaimas        

Your welcome—Doa itashi mashite 

Good evening—Kombanwa                   

Good-bye--Sayonora   

Submitted by Kathy Daly 

FUKUOKA, JAPAN 

Incoming Exchange  May 12-19, 2014 

 

We are expecting 23 Ambassadors from Fukuoka, located on Kyushu, a southern island of Japan.  Arrange-

ments for the week’s activities are in the finalizing stage.  The specifics for the program will soon be an-

nounced via email.  The purpose and enjoyment for us is to get to know & make new friends with the Am-

bassadors by participating in some of the activities.  So look for the schedule and respond quickly.  Together, 

let’s look forward to another successful FFLI exchange! 

 

Co-ED’s  Joel Weidenbaum & Kathy Daly  

explaining our “Western” way of doing things while 

respecting our differences. 
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Although I’ve moved away from Long Island, I still 

keep in touch with Friendship Force.  This organiza-

tion has a deep place in my heart as I’ve been a 

member since its inception.  Well it was a joy to pick 

up the phone and learn from Harriet Weidenbaum 

that Jackie Agdern was in South Florida for a short 

visit with her mother.  A call to the Stoler’s, and the 

Axinn’s quickly resulted in a date to meet agreeable 

to all.  (Unfortunately, last minute the Axinn’s were 

unable to join us.)  

Joel mapped out the schedule for the day.  We first 

met at “Bagels & More…” for an enjoyable lunch, 

exchanging news of each others’ lives. Then we 

Through New Eyes 

submitted by Jackie Agdern 

Thank you Joel, Harriet, and Judy for sharing your birding knowledge.  The next day, armed with my new 

binoculars brought from New York, my mother and I ventured out to another wildlife sanctuary, Wakoda-

hatchee Wetlands in Delray.  My objective was to learn how to use the binoculars for future adventures. 

For me, it was amazing!  Clearly seen perched on trees  on a distant island were several nests of various stag-

es of developed Anhingas, totally sandy brown, sandy brown head with black bodies , and of course, black & 

white adults.  Among these nests were also herons spreading their wings. A beautiful sight! 

During our walk, I spotted a glittery iguana sunbathing and another large one camouflaged 

among some foliage.  Nearby hidden was an alligator resting on an island. 

I have always enjoyed nature, but never really realized what I have been missing.  Thank you 

Gerry for this gift.  With the binoculars I have found a brand new appreciation.  What a won-

derful experience, and I am looking forward to a lot more. 

were off to Green Cay in Boynton Beach, a 100 

acre new wetland preserve.  We followed Joel, 

our tour guide & an expert on birding, along the 

boardwalk viewing the birds & animals.  He 

pointed out the Great White Egrets, many little 

egrets and ibises, Anhingas, little Coots, and an 

alligator sunning himself, and many turtles of all 

sizes.  What a great experience!  

As typical, when Friendship Force members get 

together, we had a lot of fun.  If you ever find 

yourself down in South Florida, do give me a 

call, and we’ll get together.  Thanks Jackie for 

coming and being the impetus for us to spend a 

lovely afternoon. 

A Boynton Beach Florida Reunion by Mabelle Lum 
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On February 24th, 20 of our club members gathered for a post Chinese New Year celebration at Northern 

Manor Restaurant in Little Neck, Queens.  The dim sum lunch experience was quite a new experience for 

some us.  We occupied two large round tables conducive to sharing food and stories which is a Chinese inter-

generational tradition. 

 Dim sum literally means "small plates".  The small plates of food 

comes on rolling carts.  Some of it quite exotic but you can ask for 

an explanation.  Each of us selected one or two dishes.  At the end 

of the meal, the waiter counts the plates. Each size plate has a dif-

ferent price.  Based on the size of the plate and the number of 

plates, the total bill is calculated and shared by the group. 

Everybody enjoyed the warmth of getting together on a cold win-

ter's day during a period when we do not have meetings. 

Submitted by Sue Schechter 

Successful Winter Social Activity at Northern Manor Dim Sum Restaurant 

Several of our members had the 

fun of hosting for a day, a group 

of ambassadors from Cankaya, 

Turkey (located in Ankara) who 

were returning, via New York 

from an exchange in Mexico. 

Long Island day hosts traveling to 

Manhattan included Jackie, Joan, 

Sue S, Emma, Eli & Ivan. We 

took them on the Staten Island 

Ferry, then split into groups with 

some touring lower Manhattan 

and some going to the Met. We 

dined together at dinner in a ra-

ther undistinguished eatery local 

to their hotel and on parting we 

were invited to visit Cankaya 

sometime in the future. Another 

club on our “to do” list. 

New Friends from Cankaya, Turkey 

******************** 


