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As I write my last column as 
your president of our club, I 
think back, with much pleas-
ure to all the wonderful 
things that I experienced over 
the past four years. The great 
places that Sheila and I have 
traveled to, the fun we’ve had 
hosting people from other 
parts of the world (and this 
country); getting to meet peo-
ple who started out as 
strangers and then became 
friends, dear friends. We have 
enjoyed every minute of it. 
 
There are many people who 
have worked very hard to 
make my job that much easi-
er. To the Exec Board mem-
bers who have remained rela-
tively constant over my presi-
dency, to the club members 
who have served as ED’s, to 
those who have presented 
programs, to those of you 
who have home hosted, day 
hosted – to all of you I say, 
most humbly thank you. Last, 
but certainly not least, I want 
to thank Sheila for putting up 

with me, assisting me and 
most important – sharing the 
same belief in the importance 
of Friendship Force, without 
which, I could never have 
taken on this responsibility. 
 
Probably the part of my job 
that I have enjoyed most has 
been the contacts I have 
made within Friendship 
Force International. Working 
with the leaders of many oth-
er clubs, people who feel the 
same passion for Friendship 
Force that I have; the strong 
desire to come together and 
share our cultures with each 
other. The resulting exchang-
es that have been arranged, I 
think, have given our mem-
bers the opportunity to expe-
rience diverse cultures, and to 
promote peace among peo-
ple, the ultimate goal of 
Friendship Force. I am most 
pleased, therefore, to have 
been asked by the nominating 
committee to continue on as 
the Exchange Coordinator 
for FFLI.  
 
Finally, I want to express my 

gratitude to and optimism 
about our incoming presi-
dent, Jackie Agdern. Jackie 
has filled numerous positions 
within our club since joining 
about four years ago. She has 
served as Treasurer, Member-
ship Chair, Newsletter editor, 
and ED for more than one 
exchange. I have sought out 
and valued her opinions 
throughout my term in office. 
I have relied on her and she 
has never let me or our chap-
ter down. She knows how 
Friendship Force works and 
most important, she has a real 
passion for the mission of 
our organization. I know she 
will make a great President 
and ask all of you to give her 
the same support that I have 
enjoyed. 
 
So Farewell to the Presiden-
cy, but not goodbye to FFLI 
which I look forward to re-
maining an important part of 
for many years to come! 
 
In Friendship 
 
Ivan 
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The Membership Committee 

has been busy these past few 

months! We've held two well-

attended dessert gatherings, one 

at the Bluestone's home and one 

at Judie Gardner's. Potential 

new members enjoy this situa-

tion where a few longtime 

members share their experienc-

es with FFLI and answer ques-

tions about our club.  Since our 

first orientation, ten new people 

have joined us.  We will contin-

ue having these small group 

gatherings from time to time. 

The "Over 50 Fair" was again 

held at the Huntington Marriott 

in September. Thanks to the help 

from many of our members, we 

attracted lots of interest at the 

Fair.  So far it has not brought us 

new members, but the seed has 

been planted.  We plan to contin-

ue with this venue, as well as 

others we learn about.  

As always, the most sure-fire 

way of bringing new people into 

Friendship Force is through 

YOU, our present membership! 

"Talk us up" wherever you go, 

and to whomever you meet, and 

bring them to our meetings or 

other events. As people get old-

er, they sometimes can no long-

er host or travel comfortably, so 

new members are always wel-

come and are necessary for us 

to remain the vibrant club we 

are today. Please think of bring-

ing a friend to our November 

meeting at the Greenvale Town-

house Diner on the 24th. RE-

MEMBER: Every member of 

FFLI is a member of the Mem-

bership Team! 

ANNIVERSARIES  

Claudia & Richard Erckert 

11/7/70 

Harriet & Joel Wiedenbaum 

11/23/61 

Emma & Eli Bluestone 

11/25/54 

Lori & Jerry Axinn 12/17 

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Ginger Topper 11/10 

Mimi Hirsch 11/22 

Susan Schechter 1/1 

Dan Kalina 1/1 

Rachel Donnor 1/2 

Gerry Pollatos 1/8 

Mark Heend 1/8 

Sheri Berman 1/29 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome:  Ginger Topper is a multi-talented, multi-faceted entrepreneur who resides in Hun-

tington with her husband Bob, an attorney.  A graduate of Hofstra, Adelphi and NYU, Ginger 

is a Tarot Reader, Eucharistic minister, owner of Pursnality, a handbag company  and a for-

mer restaurateur.   She has one daughter who lives in Boston, two stepsons and four grand-

sons.  Proud of her Sicilian heritage, she can be seen marching annually in the Columbus Day 

parade. 

NEW MEMBER 

MEMBER CELEBRATIONS 
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Submitted by Rachel Donner 
  

        As a fairly new Friendship Force member, I took the second half  

(Stockholm to Southampton) of the month-long Fire & Ice cruise aboard the 

M.S. Explorer, a ship which also hosted the Semester at Sea program. While I 

am still not a confirmed cruise person, I did enjoy the trip and found the organi-

zation well run.  Participants were welcoming and interesting, and for days at 

sea, there were many choices like yoga, dance, and writing. 

    The FF office was very helpful in getting me a cabin mate, a total stranger, and we were compatible.  I first 

spent a few days in Stockholm with two friends from the Sarasota Friendship Force; we also stayed an extra 

two days in London.  In the cruise ports, instead of taking city tours, I walked round, map in hand, with a 

woman from California.  We even spotted the Queen of Denmark! Meeting 

through the room selection process, we plan to travel together again.  

   Following a northern route, the ship docked in Copenhagen, Lerwick 

(Scotland), Belfast, and three ports in Iceland where I joined tours to see the 

countryside.  Iceland’s varied topography--  

—sea, black lava, green valleys, snow covered peaks, waterfalls, geysers—was 

most exciting.   I had taken the trip mainly to see these natural features, but I had 

other wonderful experiences as well.   Through Friendship Force, I also met many 

people happy to share their travel experiences. 

       

SAITAMA, JAPAN EXCHANGE 
Submitted by Frances Neyer   

If you weren't there, look what you missed....  an ambitious , fun filled day, playing with the animals at the 

Queens Zoo and then our yummy New York Welcome dinner replete with old fashioned egg creams, NY piz-

za, hot dogs, sides and mouth-watering cheesecake.  Oh my clogged arteries.  Hooray New York!  Thanks to 

all our volunteers for a job well done! 

What could be more fun than a day at the beach, watch-

ing the waves, feeding the seagulls, climbing a light-

house. Whew I'm tuckered out, but hungry.  Kudos and 

thanks to all our great chefs who provided  first class 

dinners, warmth and friendship to our home hosts and 

their ambassadors. East side, west side, all around the 

town --we saw the Plaza, Trump Towers magnificent 

view of Manhattan, beautiful Fifth Avenue, and historic 

St.  Patrick's Cathedral and a Broadway production of 

'Chicago'.  What a day!  It doesn't get any better than 

this! 

Our grand finale, we  did the Hokey Pokey, shaking and churning cream into butter, served with warm bread 

and soup, followed by home made ice cream.  What fun! 

Both our ambassadors and members who attended this week's exchange had a grand time.  Hearty thanks for 

all your hard work and participation. To those who missed this exchange, don't miss your next opportunity to 

share in the fun and friendship of FFLI's cultural exchange. 
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New York City 

Welcome Dinner 

Robert Moses State Park 

Fire Island Lighthouse 

Longwood Estates 

HAVING FUN with SAITAMA 
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BRAZIL EXCHANGE-  New Beginning 

Submitted by Katherine McFarland 

As I lie in my perfect Marriott hotel bed in the city of Rio de Janeiro in 

Brazil, I have a hard time sleeping as three-weeks of images race 

through my mind, images like a high-speed video.  In my sleeplessness, 

I ponder the question over and over again. . . “What were the most im-

portant moments of my three-week Friendship Force exchange to Bra-

zil?” 

 
Unlike most members who wear pins fastened to their name-badge and 

have had exchanges all over the globe, this is my first and only ex-

change in Friendship Force. I certainly am a seasoned traveler, but I am 

not a Friendship Force veteran.   

 
During my first week of the exchange, what images come to mind with my host, Sueli Sosso and her family?  

They reside in São José do Rio Preto, a city of approximately 500,000 inhabitants, northwest (273 mi) of São 

Paulo.  We spent a week together and got to learn much about one another, sometimes inventing our own lan-

guage and jokes.  Perhaps our friendship formed the first night when it was 90 degrees, and we walked around 

the town lake and sipped coconut water through straws holding the coconut husk.  Perhaps it was the vast fam-

ily breakfasts we had every morning.  We would eat fresh breads and fruits, talk, and be late for 9 a.m. gather-

ings.  Perhaps it was when Sueli took me to meet her 80+ sprightly mother in a tiny, well-loved apartment 

filled with family photos and heirlooms.  Maybe it was when Sueli and her husband, Antonio, drove me to 

their family farm where all family celebrations are held.  The farm held other discoveries such as a pristine 

family chapel, a peacock corral, a lake stocked with sizeable fish, and compact cottages.  If Sueli, as a busi-

ness woman, did not accompany me on daytrips, she always packed a lunch.  The details made me feel like an 

adopted member of the family.  And, as we said our good-byes at the local airport, we both wept. 

 
I was not ready for Sao Paulo.  I had just left my newest and best friend, Sueli in Rio Preto, and I had very lit-

tle energy.  At the airport, we again were greeted like royalty.  I eventually found my way to my hosts, Irace-

ma and Luiz.  These two friends are bound by the marriage of their children and three grandchildren. Luiz 

drove us around Sao Paulo (the 5th largest city in the world) pointing out historical buildings, skyscraping 

apartments, gentle hills, and city vistas.  As we settled in, the three of us began to share all of our meals to-

gether. As we went sightseeing, we shared observations and jigsawed conversations between several lan-

guages.  We attended all of the scheduled activities and fiestas together as if I were part of their clan, the same 

team, the same family.  I began to fall in love with these new friends.  On the last night in Sao Paulo, the three 

of us went to a rustic, chic country restaurant on top of a mountain overlooking the lights of Sao Paulo.   It 

was there that we celebrated our new-found friendship and vowed that the next time, all three of us will meet 

again in my home on different soil. 

 
My first trip shall stay locked in my memory as the trip that changed eve-

rything.  These experiences made me truly understand the mission and 

purpose behind Friendship Force - exploring a new country and culture 

on a personal level.  Yet, the small occurrences with my hosts that were 

most important such as sharing a home-cooked meal, revealing our back-

grounds, examining family photos, making observations together, learn-

ing the host’s language, trying to make my first joke in Portuguese, and 

forming a deep, profound bond of friendship. These firm images and ex-

periences will be what will have me coming back time and time again. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Paulo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Paulo
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Sao Jose do Rio Preto 

Welcome Dinner  Antiquarium 

We donated $120 to AACD 

At Café Cimo with Guides & Taster 

Sao Paulo 

Santos 

Fazenda da Serra—300 yr old 

ex-coffee farm 

Farewell Carnival 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Slate Nominations  for 2015 
 

To be voted on at the November meeting 
President-Jackie Agdern 

Exchange Coordinator-Ivan Ziegler 

Vice President of Programming-Brian Atkins 

Vice President of Membership-Judy Gardner 

Treasurer-Richard Erkhart 

Co-Recording Secretary-Kathy Daly & Joel Wiendenbaum 

Publicity-Morris Stoler 

 

Outgoing Exchanges: 

April 23- 30,   Leuven, Belgium, Ivan Ziegler, ED  

August 11-18,   Manitoba, Richard Erkhart, ED 

Incoming Exchanges: 

June 1-8, Blumenau & Florianopolis, Brazil,  Kathy Daly, 

Jeanne Heend & Mark Heend, Co-EDs 

October (dates TBD),  Huntsville, Alabama - Judie Gardner 

ED  

2015 Exchanges 

Meetings & Events 

November 10, Executive Board Meeting, 7:30PM  

at Kathy Daly’s 

 

November 24, General Meeting,  Board Elections, 

Dessert-7:00PM, Meeting-7:30PM  

at Greenvale Townhouse a new venue 

49 Glen Cove Road 

Greenvale, NY 

516-625-5300 

 

December 8, Holiday Par ty-Details see page 10 

Photo taken by Jackie Agdern 

“Life is not     

measured by the 

number  of  

breaths   we 

take,     but by 

the moments 

that take our 

breath away.” 

—Anonymous 
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It’s Friendship Force Holiday Party time….. 

  

Monday, December 8 

7:00 Pm-10:00 Pm 

Chichimecas Mexican Cuisine 

(same owner as our parties at Quetzalcoatl) 

169 Main St, Farmingdale, NY 11735 
(516) 586-8646 

  

Dinner includes 

                                         * Appetizer 

      * salad 

* choice of 6 entrees 

 * dessert/coffee/ tea 

 *  wine/cash bar 

  * Special entertainment by Alex/owner 

  

***** 

  

                 All for only $35.00 complete  

Please send check made out to FFLI to: 

        Richard Erckert 

         89 Lawrence Hill Rd 

             Huntington, NY  11743 

       (please rsvp Brian Atkins brianis@optonline.net) 

  
  

Please come out and join your friends for some 

holiday cheer! 

  

The more the Merrier.... 

tel:%28516%29%20586-8646
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Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 

      Name: __________________________________________Date___________ 

      Address: _______________________________________________________ 

        City/Town:____________________________________________________________________ 

      State/Zip:___________________________________________________________________________ 

      Home Phone: ______________________________Birth Date_____________ 

      Cell Phone:______________________________________________________ 

      E-mail:________________________________________________ 

 

New Members: Print name as you would like it to appear on Name Tag. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Circle the kind of  club activities/talents you are willing to be involved with:  

 

    Programs…..Exchange Activities…..Fundraising…..Special Events..... Publicity.... 

. 

Social Events..…Photography..…Computer…..Website…..Social Media…..Newsletter. 

 

Membership Dues   $65/PP 

 

Mail check payable to “FFLI” with completed application to:   

 Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     
             


