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Let’s Work Together 

     I want to thank all of our members who have worked so hard to 

make this year another successful one for FFLI: a great Regional 

Conference, terrific exchanges, and a lot of “Friendship” spread 

all over.   

    In order for our club to continue to be successful, several issues 

have been discussed by your Executive Board. 

     First, we realize, as in many organizations, it has been very 

difficult to recruit volunteers for leadership positions, (mine 

included).  The Board has decided to take this coming year to 

write up job descriptions for each Board position and committee.  

Having defined jobs and expectations  

IVAN ZieGLER 

            

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   Ivan Ziegler 

Having defined jobs and expectations will help to recruit the much needed volunteers. 

     Second, the Board has been considering changing our way of doing business by having less frequent 

General & Board Meetings, (particularly in the wintertime when several of our members are in other 

parts of the country) and more social activities. Recently we offered our members the opportunity to 

enjoy an afternoon on a boat ride around Oyster Bay. Look for more of these events in the future, and 

please, if you have any suggestions, let the Board know. 

     Third, this month, when sending in your yearly dues, please, EVERY member – new & old – fill out 

an updated Member Form. I have come to realize that many members volunteer to do only the things 

they enjoy: home hosting, outbound traveling, & attending general meetings. There are many “behind 

the scene” tasks to make things work.  More involvement is needed. This revised form (found in this 

Newsletter), includes various participation options along with other requested information.  We would 

like to update our records.  Your cooperation with this is important and very much appreciated. 

     So as you can see, this year has been a very busy one for the Board & me, and our club.  Just a 

reminder, the Executive Board meetings are always open to all members.  New ideas and energy are 

always welcome! 

    As I complete my third year as President, I look forward to my fourth and an even better year ahead.  

Let’s all work together! 
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The September 23rd meeting 
opened with many members and 
friends dining at the Huntington 
Yacht Club. We enjoyed the 
opportunity to re-connect after 
summer holiday and to enjoy the 
view.  The food was varied and 
delicious. 
 
President Ziegler reviewed the 
upcoming trips and the EDs spoke 
of the current plans. A printed 
copy of the newsletter from 
Manitoba with their thank you card 
was circulated for all to read the 
many complimentary words on our 
hospitality. 
 

The program on the trip to Bristol 
and Oxfordshire, England will be 
shown at the next meeting due to 
technical difficulties.   

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars  

November 18, 7PM - General 
Meeting at Huntington Yacht Club 

 By November 30, DUES are DUE! 

December 2 – Holiday Party 

2014 FFLI EXCHANGES 

May 12-19,  Incoming from  Fukuoka, 
Japan – Joel Weidenbaum, ED 

June 17-22,  Outgoing to Louisville,       
KY-Sheila Ziegler, ED              

September 10-16, Incoming from 
Saitama, Japan-Frances Neyer, ED 

October 19-25, 25-November 1, 
Outgoing   Rio de Preto & Sao Paulo, 
Brazil-Judy Greenberg & Jackie 
Agdern, ED’s 

Questions?                 Answers? 
New EMAIL address 
ffLongIsland.inquiries@gmail.co
m 
 



LET’S CELEBRATE 

 Come celebrate the holidays and honor Dan Brown with the Wayne Smith Medal.  
You ask:  What’s the Wayne Smith Medal & why Dan Brown? 
 The Wayne Smith Medal is sponsored by Friendship Force International in tribute 
to the memory of Friendship Force founder Wayne Smith.  His 
boundless energy, optimism and untiring commitment to the cause of 
world friendship made this organization the global force for good that it 
is today.  Wayne Smith believed that “a world of friends is a world of 
peace.”  Friendship Force clubs around the world honor their local 
members whose beliefs and efforts mirror Wayne Smith’s vision of 
promoting understanding across the barriers that separate people. 

 Dan Brown has led an amazing life as successful business owner, 
accomplished musician, artist & sculptor: but let’s focus on his 
involvement with us.  Dan & his wife, Marilyn, were founding members of 
the Long Island chapter of Friendship Force.  His leadership qualities led 
him to serving for several years as our President.  Through his local 
contacts our club was able to recruit new members and grow to its current 
level.  Dan served as ED on several exchanges.  Dan & Marilyn have 

opened their home to many foreign visitors both from Friendship Force and through their 
many other contacts. 
 Dan is a World War II veteran, and served in the Pacific theatre.  He learned 
Japanese on his own while there, and then led an early exchange to Japan.  He was able 
to make presentations to the local dignitaries and hosts in their native language, further 
fostering the friendships being developed between the clubs.  
 We are thrilled and proud to honor Dan Brown as our club’s first recipient of the 
Wayne Smith Medal. 
 

JOIN US - December 2, 2013 – 6:30PM 

LET’S PARTY at Black Forest Brew Haus 

2014 New Highway, Farmingdale, NY 

Cost $36.00 – includes buffet dinner, glass of wine/beer & gratuities 

Entertainment;  Optional – Grab bag – value $15 max. 

RSVP: Kathy Daly – 631-549-3524, kdaly21@verizon.net 

Mail “FFLI” checks: Harriet Weidenbaum, 11 Beech Pl, Huntington, NY 11743   



 

 

 

Kudos to Caroline 

 

 

 

     Caroline Mickelson has been our Newsletter editor for 2 years.     
Regrettably she has resigned for health reasons. 
     Caroline is one amazing lady!  She stepped up to the plate without any 
prior knowledge of publishing, and created a wonderful product.  Sharing 
that ability further, Caroline created terrific brochures for a few incoming 
exchanges.  She has also contributed assistance to this issue. 
     Our only hope is that we can maintain the high standard she has set for 
us.  Thank you, Caroline. 
           Submitted by: Jackie Agdern & Dorothy Andrews,  Co-Editors   
  

Notes from Your New Editors 

We plan to publish this Newsletter every other month.  The 

success of the Newsletter depends on your contributions.  

Please submit anecdotal experiences, inspirational quotes, 

celebrations and of course pictures.  Here’s a good place to 

share with the club any tips or ideas you may have.  We are 

asking each chair and ED to submit articles before and after 

their respective event.  Please keep articles to a maximum 

of 250 words.  The deadline for the January 2014 issue is 

December 15th.  Your cooperation and participation is 

crucial to a successful Newsletter, and very much 

appreciated.  Thank you.  In friendship, 

Dorothy Andrews  Libadcra@verizon.net 

Jackie Agdern  jackieagdern@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Dorothy Andrews 

Jackie Agdern 

 

  



“OVER 50 FAIR” - a Success 

On Sunday, September 29th, eleven FFLI volunteers set up shop at the Over 50 Fair 
held at the Melville Marriott Hotel. We enticed the 
attendees to hear about FFI and consider joining.  
And we succeeded!  Eighteen people requested 
additional information.  Numerous others 
expressed interest, took our brochure and said 
they’d contact us after taking a look at both our 
and FFI’s websites.   

As a follow up, we extended an invitation to these prospective members to a 
home-hosted dessert reception at the home of our President, on the night of 
November 1st.    We screened the FFI  DVD.  It was the perfect opportunity to 
answer questions and give prospective members a taste of FFLI hospitality as well 

as what our organization is all about. 

 Many thanks to the volunteers who set up, broke 
down, and “manned” the booth.  The success 
speaks to your fine welcoming of others.  “Well 
done,” and many thanks to Sheila and Ivan Ziegler, 
Joel Weidenbaum, Alan Winkler, Carol Weston, 
Kathy Daly, Jackie Agdern, Judy Stoler, Gail 

Loetman, Sue Schecter, Alberta Toth, and Gerry Pollatos.  

 

We are fortunate to have four new members: Gail Loetman, Dotty Prunhuber, Roz 
Haber, Bobbi Zorn. 
 
Roslyn Haber is a retired teacher.  She was born and grew up in the Bronx.  In 
1956 she and her husband moved to Huntington and many years 
later to Kings Park.  Roslyn has three children.  She is a member of 
the adult program at Stony Brook University (OLLI).  Her interests 
include meeting new people, traveling, reading, learning, and 
participating in community organizations. 

 



 

 
  

Gail Loetman lives in Plainview and enjoys traveling to the US 

national parks. This fall she will spend a week in Sedona, AZ and 

the Peach Springs Canyon where she will descend to the bottom 

of the Grand Canyon and live at an Indian reservation lodge.  

Professionally, she is a retired licensed medical social worker 

who was employed in various health facilities on Long Island. 

Married son and daughter live on Long Island. She is the grandmother to two 

school age children.  Gail enjoys painting and going to art museums, walking and 

exploring nature, playing contract bridge and golf.   

  

Dorothy Prunhuber has enjoyed a varied life: wife of Larry (now 

deceased) with whom she led camping and ski trips for high school 

students and adults to the national parks in the USA and Canada.  

Dotty has three girls who live in Montana, Seattle, WA and 

Berkeley, California.  She was employed as a social worker in a 

variety of institutions- for the elderly, blind, children, those with 

epilepsy. Her three grandchildren live in Bellingham, WA, Argentina and 

Middlebury, VT.  Dotty lives in her home in Manhasset. 

 

Bobbi Zorn - Just Me-- Getting to know you, getting to know all 

about you.  Getting to like you, getting to hope you like me... Sound 

familiar, words from The King and I.  Me, I'm pretty straight 

forward, I like people, and meeting new people.  I love everything 

and am game for anything, I love life and want to fill every moment 

because it's a short spin around.  I love tennis, golf, hiking, music--

almost all kinds, theatre, museums, art and traveI.  Good fortune has 

blessed me with three fantastic children, Ronni, Jeff and Brian and four magical 

grandchildren, I love kids and taught English and history for 35 years. I am drawn 

to your mission and your message of the force of friendship to build bridges and 

peace between people worldwide. 

 

 



 Fun on the Christeen  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nothing is for free! 
 

Nothing is for Free   

As a clarification: FFI-LI pays for the use of a meeting room for each 
meeting at the Yacht Club or Blue Lagoon.  We defray the cost by 
asking each attendee at the meeting to pay $2.00 or more.  This is 
not for the coffee/tea and cookies. The fee is towards the price of 
the room.  The club pays the difference.  Thank you for your 

contribution each time. 

 

Claudia, Jackie, Diana, Richard, Gerry 

Claudia, Jackie, Susan S., Richard, Ivan 

On Saturday, October 5, several members 

of Friendship Force took their maiden 

voyage on the landmarked, 1883 oyster 

sloop, Christeen.  In her day, she plyed 

the waters of Oyster Bay harvesting 

oysters using heavy canvas sails to carry 

her around.  Today she serves as a vehicle 

to teach adults and children the 

importance of clean water, salt marshes 

and the animals that live in the bay and 

how baymen lived long ago.  During the 

cruise Captain Pete identified all of the 

land masses, boats and real estate 

properties owned by the Roosevelts, 

Dolans and Billy Joel.  We hauled up the 

giant mainsail and listened to the quiet of 

the waves lapping up against Christeen’s 

hull.  It was a great experience, surely to 

be repeated in the spring for members 

and for future exchanges. 

Submitted by Susan Schechter 

           



The Texas/Louisiana Exchange October 12-17, 2013 

On Saturday night, the Friendship Force of Long Island welcomed Texan 

Ambassadors Taylor & Stan Parker co-EDs,hosted by Lori & Jerry Axinn, Linda Doyle 

and Jean Baggerly, hosted by Claudia & Richard Erckert, and Lynn Robbins and her 

sister Dean Kopfler of Louisiana, hosted  by Sheila & Ivan Ziegler.  Jackie Agdern 

and Gerry Pollatos also greeted them at the Islip airport.  

Sunday, we had a picnic lunch and then a tour of Coe Hall, a very interesting and 

homey mansion at Planting Fields.  The greenhouses were next, and the exotic 

plants were a real treat.  That evening 20 of us had a wonderful buffet prepared by 

Dotty Brown.  She is some cook!  She prepared three kinds of lasagna rolls,  rice 

balls, meatballs and a great pumpkin layer cake (recipe to follow).   

 

 

 

Monday was New York City day.  

The morning was a la carte. 

Kathy Daly joined the Zieglers, 

the Erckerts, and Jackie Agdern 

& Gerry Pollatos, who day 

hosted the Parkers.  The 

afternoon was a Circle Line 

Cruise circling Manhattan, 

passing under 20 bridges, 

clearing one by only one and a 

half inches due to an unusually 

high tide.  An excellent Italian dinner followed at Pietrasanta Restaurant. 

Dotty Brown Welcome Dinner Guests 



Tuesday we met at the Vanderbilt Museum.  Gail Loetman day hosted for the Zieglers.  This is 

a beautiful place with unusual architecture  and a great 

view of Northport Harbor & the Long Island Sound.  This 

is the kind of house most people would like to live in.  A 

picnic lunch followed an excellent tour. 

Tuesday evening the three pairs had a mix-match dinner 

at Judie Gardner’s, Lottie Bennett’s, and Judy & Morris 

Stoler’s homes.  With a small group we got to know each 

other much better. 

Wednesday we had a “Blue Angels” cockpit simulator experience at the Cradle of Aviation 

Museum, an excellent tour, and then, you guessed it, a picnic lunch.  Jeanne and Mark Heend 

day hosted for the Zieglers. 

Wednesday night was the Farewell Dinner held at the Huntington Yacht Club attended by 28 

people.  Some of our brave members provided entertainment: a singing trio, state songs, and a 

comedy skit – No Frills Airline.  The 

Ambassadors told us a little about their 

states.  We then had a Mardi Gras parade.  A 

great time was had by all!   

Submitted by Jerry Axinn, co-ED 

    

 



Luscious Four Layer Pumpkin Cake 

Prep: 20 min.  Total: 1 hr 42 min [incl. 
cooling] 

    1 pkg. (2-layer size) yellow cake mix 
    1 can (15oz) pumpkin, divided 
    ½ cup milk 
    1/3 cup oil 
    4 large eggs 
    1 ½ tsp pumpkin pie spice, divided 
    1 pkg. (8 oz) Philadelphia Cream Cheese, 
softened 
    1 cup powdered sugar 
    1 tub (80z) Cool Whip Whipped Topping, 
thawed 
    ¼ cup caramel topping 
    ¼ cup chopped pecans 
 
PREHEAT oven 350*F.  Grease & flour two 
9-inch round cake pans.  Beat cake mix, 1 
cup of the pumpkin, milk, oil, eggs & 1 tsp 
of the pumpkin pie spice in large bowl with 
electric mixer on medium speed until well 
blended.  Pour evenly into prepared pans. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BAKE 28 – 30 min. or until wooden 
toothpick inserted in centers comes out 
clean.  Cool in pans 10 min.  Remove from 
pans to wire racks; cool completely.  Beat 
cream cheese in small bowl with electric 
mixer on medium speed until creamy.  Add 
sugar, remaining pumpkin pie spice;  mix 
well.  Stir in the whipped topping. 

CUT each cake layer horizontally in half with 
serrated knife.  Stack layers on serving 
plate, spreading the cream cheese filling 
between layers. (Do not frost top of cake.)  
Drizzle cake with caramel topping. Just 
before serving sprinkle with the pecans.  
Store leftover cake in refrigerator. 

Makes 16 servings.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lori, Stan, Taylor, & Jerry 
Jean, Claudia, Linda, & Richard 

Sheila, Dee, Lynn, & Ivan 



 

Dia de los Muertos  

 Life in Oaxaca is a constant question of what to do next. The Dia de los Muertos (Day of 
the Dead) was no exception. This is a period of 2 days on a weekend to remember one's 
life with your dear departed at the site of their graves. The 
preferred flower to decorate is marigolds and one sees them 
in profusion everywhere. Six of us went to a neighborhood 
mercado and bought marigolds, foods, mexcal and sugar cane 
(for the arch) and came back and spent 2 hours preparing an 
altar in our house. We then added photos and momentos of 
those departed.  In the evening we sat and spoke about those 
that have been important to us.  

 

 

 
 
The cemeteries are quite festive with live bands and folks visiting 
and telling stories – very much a family gathering but not mourning. 

 
Movies are shown, bands play, pageants are given by roving groups of actors. 
 
The music was so much fun as I really like BANDA! One group was from 
Puebla and had three trumpets, two trombones, a tuba, two clarinets, 
two drummers, a singer, two baritones, smoke.  It was very fast, loud, 
lots of fun.   

  
       A memorable experience  
       for all of us.  
       Submitted by 
       Dorothy Andrews 
 



Dear Lori and Jerry, 

We really did have a great time with you and your group on 
Long Island!  The weather was awesome, even if we didn’t get 
all the Fall colors. (D.C. was just getting into bright oranges 
and reds when we got there).   

We enjoyed our trips to the North Shore because we got to talk (and usually eat), 
and the talking was very satisfying.  The small dinner parties were fantastic!  We 
felt most welcome in your company and we hope you’ll come visit in Fort Worth.  
Hope your ceramics class is going well, Lori.  Thank you, Jerry, for your wonderful 
breakfasts and picnics. 

We will be creating a place on Dropbox where you can view some of the photos 
we took. 

Taylor and Stan 
Fort Worth EDs 

********** 

Reuniting with the Past    An Incoming Exchange 
The Fukuoka, Japan Friendship Force Club is scheduled to be 
with us May 12-19, 2014.  We are expecting approximately 
twenty Ambassadors. Kathy Daly and Joel Weidenbaum, the Co-
ED's for this exchange, are busy planning the program and 
events.  We are requesting hosts and volunteers to lead specific 
events.     

Contact  Joel Weidenbaum – joel.weidenbaum@gmail.com 

                                         ********** 

From Your Board:                                               

Wishing you all                   

HAPPY AND HEALTHY                                        

HOLIDAYS! 

 



.

 
                                         

   Membership Application 

Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 

        Name: __________________________________________Date___________ 
 

       Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 

        (City/Town):__________________________________________________________________ 

 

       (State/Zip):__________________________________________________________________________  

 

      Home Phone: ____________________________________________________ 

 

      Cell Phone: ______________________________________________________ 

 

      E-Mail:________________________________________________ 
 

Birth date___________ Anniversary __________Year joined FFLI_______ 

 

Membership Dues   Check all that apply: 
Single-$50______Family-$95______Name Tag-$11______ 

 

Print name clearly for Name Tag______________________________________ 

 

******************************** 

Please circle the kind of club activities /talents you would be willing to be involved with:  

 

    Programs...Exchange Activities...Fundraising...Special Events...Calling Tree...Publicity... 

Social Events…Photography…Computer…Website…Social Media…Newsletter. 

 
Mail to:   Judie Gardner 

17 Orchard Place 

Huntington, NY 11743     
             



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember – 
 

November 30th DUES are DUE ! 
 
 

Send to: 
 

Jackie Agdern 
6 Summerfield Court 
Deer Park, NY 11729 

 


