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  My column this month is dedicated to all of our members who have  
  been adversely affected by hurricane Sandy. Please read and be 
  strengthened by the thoughts and prayers of our Friendship Force 
  friends from around the world. The following are a few excerpts from 
  some of the many messages received by our members.  

 
To Brenda Clinton:  
      “How about in your vicinity? I wish there is no damage for you.”  From Fukuoka Yasu 
     “Are you okay?  I hope you and your beloveds are doing all right, and there hasn't been too much damage.    
       Love, Serafina (Switzerland)      
    “I’m very worried about how did you get through the "Sandy?" How are the rest of your friends? Very      
     frightening and sad news are being shown here in Moscow about damage you got. I'm very sorry for you.  
     Always think about your warm welcome in the US.”  Tatiana Stezhenskay 
    "I'm glad you are safe and a safe place to be. Here's hoping power is restored, trees removed,     
     and you home quickly!" Darla Pindell - Alaska (daughter of late FF friend Rosalie Pindell, Cheyenne WY) 
    "I'm worrying about you and your family. Are you alright? I hope so. I heard Sandy was BIG hurricane. Take       
     care about yourself.”  FF Yonago, Japan 
     A caring note for all of us from Moscow: 
   “I am very worried about you and Uwe and all my friends of New York when on the TV show it shows what  
     is taking place in New York. I hope that everything is gradually getting back to normal. I wish you       
     endurance, although you are very persistent and I hope that Christmas will improve life in the city, and   
     everything will be as before.”  Best regards. Elena 

To Brian Atkins: 
   ”Thinking of you and a lot of FFLI people. Email when you can.  How is Long Island ok? Barb (San Antonio) 
   “Our thoughts are with you and please let us know you are ok. Thinking of the beautiful beach we all went to    
     on Long Island and all you lovely people we loved spending time with during our stay. Stay safe and look        
     forward to hearing from you.” Love & best wishes, Kathy & Brian (New Zealand)   
 
 To Sylvia & Harold Ostrow:  
    “Tony and I have been thinking of you at this dreadful time. We saw pictures of the fires. Please let us know    
       how you all are.”  Love, Julia and Tony (Manchester, UK.) 
       



To the Zieglers:  
      “So many damages. The most important thing is you are alive and safe.  We all pray for FF people on Long    
        Island.” With love from Ann, Irina and Eugene.  (Moscow) 
     “How are you and your members doing? We remember the Global exchange we had with you 2 years ago  
       and was concerned you had the hurricane and many homes were destroyed. Our prayers are with you.” 
       God Bless.  Nava Young (Isle of Wight) 
     “We are very worried about you and all our friends, who live in NY.  We are always thinking and praying       
        for you and your families and all our friends! We love you and miss you very much!” Laima & Rihard &           
        family   (Riga, Latvia} 
      “So strange to see those subways flooded- I can't imagine how they will be able to get them up and running  
        within a week as they are saying on the news. Praying for you and all those affected by this terrible storm  
        Please take care!” Katie Foley (Louisville, KY) 
      “We kept hearing about the flooding at Battery Park and remembered having lunch there and walking along  
        the harbor. It's just hard to imagine the devastation. We hope things return to a semblance of normal  
        before too long! In friendship, Praying for you and all those affected by this terrible storm.” 
             Judy & Bob (Cheyenne, WY) 
      “Be sure to let us know when you emerge tomorrow. Unscathed and dry.” Vanda Edington (Cheyenne, WY) 
      “We are really worried about you. We hope and pray that you were not seriously affected by this horrible  
        storm.” Yours, Natalia & Oksana Guskova (Moscow)  
     “What is shown on TV is scary! A lot of houses are destroyed, there is no electricity, planes cannot fly,  
       and there will be snow from Canada. We are worried and will pray for you!  Keep in touch.” Love, Irina,  
       Eugene, Ann (Moscow) 
     “I have not heard from Eli and Emma since just before the storm. I do hope that they, and you, are all ok.       
       The pictures which we have been following are very alarming. We have been thinking about you all, and  
       we remembered you at our Club AGM yesterday.” Best wishes, Bob (Bob Ross/Bristol, (England) 

To Michele Peppers: 
     “Over here we hear that the storm in the North East USA was big. We are concerned. Please let us know   
        how you are and the other members of FF of Long Island.” Love Greta and Dany 

To Jackie Agdern & Gerry Pollatos: 

  “Wouldn't you know when they decide to name a storm after me it is one that causes so much destruction and  
      loss of life. Please let us know how everyone fared. I know Long Island was in Sandy's path.  I hope all the      
      sites we visited survived. Please know that our prayers are with you.” In friendship and love, Sandy        
     (Broderick) (Louisville, KY) 
    “Of course we could see on television what an enormous power this storm had and how it could destroy  
      your beautiful land. I have in mind the New York streets I visited with you, the nice restaurant at the seaside  
      when we arrived, the country-side and vineyards of Long Island… My heart and thoughts are with you.”  
      Love, Chris Aneca (FFLeuven, Belgium) 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
MONDAY -NOV. 26th - General Meeting:  7:30 PM - Social:  7:00 PM - Blue Lagoon  
     (If you are having dinner please arrive by 5:30 PM so meeting can start on time) 
 Note: This meeting rescheduled to Blue Lagoon as Huntington Yacht Club is flooded 
MONDAY - DEC. 10TH – Holiday Party – 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM – Zan’s Kosher Deli      
                                          135 Alexander Ave, Lake Grove 

 



                MEMBERSHIP DUES REMINDER 
                  2012-2013 – Submit by Nov. 30, 2012 
            In order to pay our per capita dues to FFI by      
            early January please fill out the form on the             
            last page of this newsletter and return it 
ASAP to our hardworking director of  membership, 
Carol Hardie, or bring it to the Nov.26th  meeting. 
NOTE: ANYONE WHO JOINED AND PAID 
THEIR FIRST DUES AFTER JUNE 30TH ARE 
COVERED FOR THE FOLLOWING YEAR AS 
WELL. If you have any questions about this, please 
contact Carol Weston, membership chair or Ivan. 

INCOMING LOUISVILLE, KY. EXCHANGE: 
Our new Kentucky friends are now home.  The 
exchange was a success!!   
Thanks to ALL OF YOU! My gratitude goes to 
many people.  To begin with: 
Betty Schmitt was my moral supporter & Day Host 
Coordinator. 
Dorothy Andrews, Judie Gardner, Diana Giglia, 
Carole Goldfarb & Ted Goldstein, Michele Peppers, 
Betty Schmitt, Sheila & Ivan Ziegler, & an extra 
special thank you to Gerry Pollatos, who was 
called upon literally at the very last possible minute, 
as Home Hosts, you were all superb. 
Event Coordinators, thank you. Everyone 
enjoyed the varied activities. Jerry Axinn, Brian 
Atkins, Judy Stoler, Sue Roscoe, Harriet 
Weidenbaum, Ivan Ziegler, & Annette Kirk. 
The following people were wonderful Day Hosts, 
picking up & delivering our guests & actively 
participating in the various activities: Eli 
Bluestone, Brenda Clinton, Kathy Daly, Claudia 
& Richard Erckert, Caroline Mickelsen, Roslyn 
Sesso & Gerry Pollatos.  
Everyone who attended the Mixed-Match Dinners 
enjoyed all the delicious food.  Thank you dinner 
hosts: Lori & Jerry Axinn, Emma & Eli 
Bluestone, Mimi & Mike Hirsch, & Miriam 
Yutkowitz. 
Our Ambassadors really enjoyed the New York 
Style Welcome Dinner.  Some couldn’t get enough 
bagels or knishes!!  To our shoppers, cooks, servers, 
set-up & clean-up crew, thank you:  Brian Atkins, 
Jerry Axinn, Brenda Clinton, Kathy Daly, Alice 
& Jack Dobrow, Claudia & Richard Erckert, 
Carole Goldfarb, Ted Goldstein, Marcia 
Howard, Annette Kirk, Sylvia & Harold Ostrow, 
Michele Peppers, Mary Rubert, Roslyn Sesso, 
Judy Stoler, June Tano, Harriet Weidenbaum 
 

Carol & Bob Weston, & Sheila & Ivan Ziegler. 
Special mention & kudos to: Joel Weidenbaum as 
our Dinner photographer.  
Sheila & Ivan Ziegler for acquiring & putting 
together the bags, Liberty crowns, “I Love NY” 
shirts & Farewell Dinner Cake.  
 Sue Roscoe, Morris Stoler & Ivan Ziegler for 
entertaining us. Annette Kirk  leading us in dance. 
Morris Stoler providing the Proclamations for our 
visitors, Caroline Mickelsen (who has never done 
this before & spent many frustrating hours) for 
creating the beautiful booklet given to our 
Ambassadors. 
And to all of you who joined in the activities, thank 
you for participating. 
Hope you had as much fun as the Ambassadors & I 
did! It was a pleasure working with you on this 
exchange. 
Your grateful ED,  
   Jackie  

                                       To Jackie Agdern for her 
                                       success on this exchange   
                                       which was the very first 
                                       time she was an ED 

 From Annette Kirk: Thanks to Jackie for holding 
my hand all the way through my first attempt to 
help coordinate...From her great example, I learned 
much about how to be a better coordinator in the 
future. 
From Judie Gardner: Jackie -- I'm sure I speak for 
everyone when I tell you what a fabulous job you 
did! It was a wonderful exchange! 
Thanks a million for all your hard work. 
 
                            And a round of applause for     
                            Betty Schmitt, the very hard      
                            working Associate Ed for the 
                            Louisville Incoming Exchange. 

She also is the one responsible for taking care of all 
the schedules for day hosts and home hosts.  As a 
result of doing this for so many exchanges, she has 
developed a very impressive Excel layout outlining 
the various activities and needs. In preparation for 
upcoming exchanges, she would be more than 
happy to teach one of our members how to do this 
job. Please contact Betty at: bes642@aol.com 
        “The world is hugged by the faithful 
          arms of volunteers.”   Terri Guillemet 
 
 



NOMINATIONS ANNOUNCED 
Since our year is a calendar year our nominating 
committee members, Carol Weston, Harriet 
Weidenbaum (non-board member) & Kathy Daly 
have announced the following positions for 2013, 
which were accepted by the nominees: 
President:  Ivan Ziegler 
VP-Programs: Gerry Pollatos & Jerry Axinn 
Treasurer:  Jackie Agdern  
Recording Sec’y: Joel Weidenbaum & Kathy Daly 
Membership: Judy Gardiner 
Webmaster:  Magdi Roberts 
Club Liaison to Webmaster:  Sheila Ziegler 
Publicity:  Mark Heend 
Day Hosting: Betty Schmidt 
Newsletter:  Caroline Mickelsen (aka Rossi) 

2013 OUTGOING EXCHANGES: 

June 23-June 30 – Oxfordshire, England 
   June 30- July 6 –   Bristol, England   
There are wait lists for both of these. If you wish to 
be on any of these lists, please contact the ED.  
For Oxfordshire- Joel Weidenbaum, ED, at: 
    631-673-6116 - joel.weidenbaum@gmailcom 
For Bristol – Eli Bluestone, ED, at: 
  516-367-4208 – elibluestone@gmail.com 

2013 INCOMING EXCHANGES: 
LATE MAY: Christ Church - New Zealand   
    Brenda Clinton and Brian Atkins – Co-EDs 
SEPTEMBER: Flanders, Belgium  

Jerry Axinn – ED   
REGIONAL CONFERENCE – April 5-7, 2013 
Many meetings and preparations have been in 
progress for this conference.  We would like to offer 
our guests extra days here beyond the conference to 
visit FFLI.  For this we will need home hosts for 3   
days. Please contact Ivan if you are able to do this. 
 
                  
 
                                                       

                     

SURVEY RESPONSE 

The results of the 2014 Outgoing Exchange requests 
are as follows: 
 #1. Belgium (Leuven) and another club within 
       reasonable travel time:  Holland 
 #2. Brazil & #3. Canada  
 

WEB SITE NEWS 
Be sure to take note of our new Web Site address. 
We are now officially:   www.FFLI.net.  Please 
contact Sheila Ziegler with suggestions for 
improvements.  Also pictures from past exchanges 
would be appreciated to put in a photo gallery. 

THANK YOU! 
We have been most fortunate to have Magdi 
Roberts reconstruct our Web site. She spent a lot of 
time doing this. She will also be maintaining the site 
for us.  Thank you, Magdi. 
As reported in our last issue, our friends from 
Cheyenne, Carol and Jim Weber, lost their house 
and all its contents when it burned down while they 
were away recently. Judy Greenberg took care of 
sending them an ice cream maker from FFLI as a 
token of our club’s sympathy.  Thank you Judy. 
Thanks also to Diane Giglia who graciously offered 
to donate her sound system to our club. Thank you 
Diane. 

   

                               Holiday                          

    Celebration 
        Monday, December 10th 7:00 PM-10:00 PM 

Zan’s Kosher Deli – 135 Alexander Ave 
            Lake Grove  

                     Many great choices for your dinner 
        0nly $35.00 complete (tax and tip) 

Send check made out to FFLI to: 
                        Kathy Daly:  30 Copperdale La., Huntington, 

NY  11743   by November 20th ( or bring checks 
to our 11/26 meeting) 

Come out and join your friends for some  
  Holiday Cheer 

Return of Special Holiday Guest 
Grab bag Holiday songs 

SPECIAL NEWS 
SUE ROSCOE Sue can currently be seen in MAN 
OF LA MANCHA at the CM Performing Arts 
Playhouse in Oakdale. Final shows: Nov. 10th at 
8PM and Nov.11th at 2PM. She also is appearing 
there Dec. 7th thru the 30th in MADISON SQ. 
GARDEN’S CHRISTMAS CAROL, the musical. 
For more info, possible discounts and reservations, 
contact Sue at  Susanr50@aol.com. 

 



Report from Charles Maggio who hosted eight 
friends from Vietnam Aug18-22nd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 
"group” photo taken at the home of 
Stephanie  Oppenheim and Andrea 
Moskowitz in Blue Point  

Many thanks go to Ivan and Sheila Zeigler for 
helping us to make this trip a reality: with formal 
invitations which expedited their visas, and for 
advertising our trip to the members of the FFLI who 
were all invited to join the activities which began 
with a wonderful bbq (It was great to have the 
Roscoes and Brian Atkins with us that evening) 
We spent 2 days in NYC.  Visited all the great 
landmarks and shopped everywhere, as those folks 
just LOVE SHOPPING. My friend, Marvin, gave a 
wonderful cocktail party at his apt. which overlooks 
Manhattan with 180 degree views.  Beautiful! 
Great beach time was spent at Ocean Beach where 
another friend who owns “Rachel’s Restaurant gave 
everyone an incredible feast and a tour of her home 
in Ocean Beach. The group got to see what an 
upscale Fire Island beach house looks like. Back to 
“mainland” that day the Vietnamese delegation 
wanted to… guess… SHOP! We spent hours (and 
they spent lots of money!) This trip was attended by 
Fran Neyer, the Weidenbaums, Sue Roscoe and 
Brian Atkins. 
On their last day they liked the idea of going to a 
hypermarket instead of visiting a winery. We spent 
hours in Costco, had a lot of laughs. That night they 
wanted to make us a traditional Vietnamese dinner, 
which was incredible. From soup to nuts, it was the 
most delicious Asian food we have ever eaten. 
The whole trip was an absolute delight, where we 
shared stories, customs, food, jokes, and got to 
know each other well. We have remained in touch (I 
am teaching English to the 20 year old…via Skype,  

who plans to attend college in the US next year). In 
my mind, this trip exemplifies what the mission of 
the Friendship Force is all about and will be 
followed by occasional trips to visit each other in 
the years to come. 
  

Jeanne & Mark Heend                       
of East Norwich, N.Y 

 

OUR MASTER PHOTOGRAPHER 
Here are a few of the amazing photos that our own 
Joel Weidenbaum took. As is evident in these 
photos his favorite photographic subject is birds.  
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     Snowy Egret, 
    taken in Florida 

 
 

 
 

               
       

   
 

 
 

 Group of Egrets taken in Cold Spring Harbor 

      FROM MIRIAM YUTKOWITZ 
Miriam would like everyone to know how grateful 
she is for all the condolences she received when 
her lovely daughter-in-law Stephanie passed away. 
She thanks you all for your support during such a 
difficult time.  

 



MOSCOW INCOMING EXCHANGE – Thanks to Kathy Daly, Brian Atkins and Sue Roscoe for Photos 
                 “Fun time had by all!!    The Russians came, called and conquered.... and we survived...” Bruce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            Kathy and Max (our youngest ambassador 
                                                            ever) at the Baiting Hollow Winery/Horse  

                Rescue Center       
                                             Ha       

                                                                                                    здоровье!                                
 
                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Это была действительно Биржа,  
чтобы помнить. От имени всех                                                                                                                           
 наших членов, grest большое                              AMBER PICTURE  
 Спасибо FFLI.                                                          Gift given to FFLI   
(Thank you from the Russians)                                                                                      
                                                                     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND 
                       TO ASSIST YOU 
  Have an idea, question or need info for a program? 
          Email Gerry -  jackieagdern@gmail.com or  
                  Jerry -  loriaxin@gmail.com  

     We need names and addresses of publications to     
      send them our monthly notices. Let Betty know-   
                            bes642@aol.com 

 Got stories or tidbits for the newsletter? Send them to   
          Caroline - rossi.caroline@gmail.com 

   Have changes in your status, phone number, address?  
            Then it’s: Carol Hardie (Weston) – 
                          ckh1227@verizon.net 

      All other questions, no matter how big or small... 
       (WHO ELSE?)  Ivan, of course – sheandi@optonline.net

 

         Personals
 

                                     Beautiful Everett came into  
                                     our world June 22, 2012.   
                                     Mother, Christina, and  
                                     Father, Emmet, are both 
                                     doing well and Everett is  
                                     sooooo cute.  
                                  My first grandchild, such a joy! 

                                          Michele Peppers 
 
                            HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                                                   
                                               Morris Stoler – Oct. 29th 
                                   Mimi Hirsch – Nov. 23rd 
                              
                                    
                                          Howard & Sylvia Ostrow 
       August 2nd (THE BIG 60)  

                 Mimi & Mike Hirsch  
        November 1st  
 
An Amazing Story from Betty Schmitt- (this is an 
edited version. Contact Betty for the complete story. 
It is quite beautiful)  
                          The Rabbi 
I remember sitting on the aisle seat of the LIRR 
one summer heading into New York City to visit 
my daughter in the hospital who was very ill. I 
was reading a book to help pass the time. At the 
main transfer station, 2 people got on the train 
and sat opposite me on the other side of the aisle. 
I became aware that the gentleman opposite was 
a Rabbi.  At one point he took out his cell phone 
and then exclaimed that the phone was dead and  

 
he needed to make a call. I took out my cell 
phone and told him to please use my phone and 
not to worry as I had plenty of extra minutes. As 
I gave him the phone I noticed around his waist 
he wore what I believe is a prayer rope 
(“Tallis”).  Looking at him, I felt he definitely 
had a presence about him and he was someone 
special.  After that, we had some polite 
conversation and he asked where I was going. I 
told him about my daughter’s plight. Even 
though he noticed I was not Jewish, he asked if 
he could include my daughter in his prayers. He 
offered to send the prayers through his home 
phone that went directly to the Wailing Wall in 
Jerusalem. He took my phone number and said 
he would call in 3 weeks to check on her 
progress.  
At the age of 42 my daughter was near death 
from liver failure. However, soon after my visit 
that day her liver started to repair itself.  26 days 
later she was sitting up, was perky and was 
feeling so much better.  
It was just about 3 weeks later that she was 
released from the hospital, completely cured.  
The doctor actually said that her recovery was 
miraculous.  I never heard from the Rabbi.  
Perhaps he didn’t need to call to know.  With 
God, all things are possible.  I believe, do you? 
(NOTE: Betty is due for surgery on Nov. 12th at 
Southside Hospital in Bay Shore to receive a 
pacemaker. She will be back home on the 13th).  
 

     YOUR LONG ISLAND FRIENDSHIP FORCE  
                              OFFICERS 

        ● President: Ivan Ziegler 

     ● Vice President: Carol Weston, 
 Chairperson of Membership 

     ● Vice-Presidents: Gerry Pollatos, Jerry Axinn, 
Chairpersons of Programs 

      ● Treasurer: Kathy Daly 

      ● Recording Secretaries: Joel Weidenbaum,                                                  
Diana Giglia 

     ● Corresponding Secretary: Betty Schmitt 
                      Chairperson of Public Relations 

     ● Newsletter Editor: Caroline Mickelsen 

 



 
 

 
 
 
                                         

   Membership Application – 2012 to 2013 
Please assist us in keeping your contact information current 

 
 
        Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
       Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
        (City/Town):__________________________________________________________________ 
 
       (State/Zip):__________________________________________________________________________  
 
      Home Phone: ____________________________________________________ 
 
      Cell Phone: ______________________________________________________ 
 
      E-Mail:________________________________________________ 
 
                      Membership Dues must be submitted by November 30, 2012 
 
             Please Check:    Single-$50______Family-$95______Name Tag-$11______ 
 
         
Please circle the kind of club activities you would be willing to be involved with:  
 
    Programs...Exchange Activities...Fundraising...Special Events...Calling Tree...Publicity... 
 
 
Mail to:   Carol Hardie Weston                          Note: Please make checks payable to: 
                  16 Metcale Lane                                           Friendship Force of Long Island 
                  East Northport, NY 11731 
(or bring check to the Nov. 26th meeting)   


