
 

 
                                                                                                                                                      September, 2012  

                                         IN FRIENDSHIP           A SUMMER OF 
                          IVAN ZieGLER                                 happenings 
                                                 president                                                                                                       
Who says the summertime is when “the living is easy”? Not at Friendship Force of Long Island. Our summer 
has been full of good things, and I hope you have taken advantage of them. 

In July we had a wonderful exchange with our friends from Moscow, Russia. They had a wonderful time and I 
know we did too. Sheila and I had the good fortune of hosting a lovely family from Russia and we enjoyed 
every minute of it. The exchange was filled with enjoyable events, and our ED Brian Atkins, despite delegating 
as much as he could to other members, still served as “mother hen” for the week, and made it all work out 
perfectly. Kudos also to Brenda Clinton who served as Assistant ED. I am pleased to inform you that the two 
worked so well together that they have volunteered to be ED’s for the upcoming New Zealand incoming 
exchange which is scheduled for late May 2013 (Brian will assist Brenda this time). 
In August, many of us enjoyed a pool party that was hosted by Judy and Morris Stoler. Despite the party being 
rescheduled for the rain date, we still had a nice turn out and a fun afternoon was enjoyed by all. Thank you 
Judy and Morris for stepping in to host the party. Your hard work was much appreciated. 

Throughout the summer, two committees have been at work. One is planning our next incoming exchange with 
FF Louisville, scheduled to start on Wednesday, October 10. Jackie Agdern is ED and Betty Schmitt, Assistant 
ED.  A great itinerary has been planned that includes an Old New York Welcome Dinner (like the one we had 
for the Cheyenne Club) and several new and different activities. The specific schedule of events will be 
published soon and volunteers and participants will be needed - so please step up. 
Several of our members are serving on another committee; this one planning the FFI Regional Conference, 
which will be held April 4 to 6, 2013 at the Sheraton Long Island Hotel. More info will be coming about that. 
There will be fun, entertainment, and some very interesting speakers. I hope many of you will participate in this 
conference. 
A Nominating Committee consisting of Harriet Weidenbaum, Kathy Daly and Carol Weston has been formed 
and they will be looking for replacements for some of the Exec Board positions. PLEASE volunteer when 
called. The continued success of our club depends on getting new blood to lead us. 

We will be sending 14 ambassadors to Oxfordshire, England from June 23 to June 30, 2013 and 23 ambassadors 
to Bristol, England from June 30 to July 7, 2013. Participants for these exchanges have been notified. Emma 
and Eli Bluestone will be ED’s for the Bristol week and Harriet and Joel Weidenbaum for the Oxfordshire 
week. 

Finally, I am pleased to report that our website is very close to completion and I hope to be announcing very 
soon its reappearance. Magdi Roberts has been at work to get the site up and running. Thank you Magdi so very 
much. 
Whew – who said summertime and the living is easy. Lots going on – please get involved and bring your 
friends. The more the merrier. 



 
Brian Atkins, computer mania man and ED for the 
Moscow Incoming Exchange wanted to make sure 
that he would do all in his power to make this 
exchange a success.            
                                            He tried to think of                              
                                            everything that needed 
                                            to be alerted to all our 
                                            members.  He worked  
                                            hard on those Emails,  
                                            although I suspect his 
                                            PC did get a fever 

 
 

                                                                                                               
 
 
                        And then Brian broke his rib.  What    
                        a catastrophe...more planning had to  
                        be done.  “Never fear” said  
                        his lovely Assistant ED for  
                        this event Brenda Clinton.  

    “I know those Russians and they 
     are going to love everything 
     we have scheduled for them” 
And, of course, it was indeed a great success!! 
Brien attributes that success to our members.      
            Here is his tribute to you all.  
“Thanks to all the people out there who pitched in 
above and beyond the call of duty.  I planned well, 
but didn’t plan to break a rib, so I really appreciate 
all the extra work many of you did to fill in for me 
during my time of misery. 

An exchange is only as good as what is put into it 
and I think you all put in 110%. I’m proud to work 
with such a dedicated bunch. 
Again, thanks for all your hard work. You’re the 
best.” 

And from Brenda: 
“I want to thank all those FFLI members who 

 
helped to make our Moscow Exchange such a 
success. My 'inside report' from the Moscovites has 
been very positive! 
Although I was exhausted at the end of the 
exchange, I was refreshed when MAXIM gave me a 
huge hug and kiss at La Guardia Airport as I 
assisted him and his Aunt Svetlana to check in at 
the electronic kiosks. 
          Again, many, many thanks to all!” 

While we are on the subject of Moscow, hopefully 
you all caught Puttin’ on the Ritz that Alice Dobrow 
forwarded. In case you missed it, here’s the link:      
http://www.youtube.com/embed/KgoapkOo4vg?rel=0  
                                               Без перевода Alice 

 
 

WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME:              
      Claudia & Richard Erckert of Huntington &   
                   Lisa Gladstein of Roslyn  

GREAT TIP – BE SURE TO FILE THIS ONE 
When Mabelle Lum went to Macy’s with her 
Russian guest Tatiana they discovered that Macy’s 
has a discount program for international visitors. All 
our visitors have to do is show ID or passport at the 
executive office & voila; they get a 10% coupon 
good for 30 days.  By the way, this is also true for 
Lord and Taylor.  
 

Irv Atkins, Brian’s dad, appeared in HISTORY 
DETECTIVES on PBS showing a piece of metal he 
has from the B-25 bomber that flew into the Empire 
State Building in 1945. If you missed it, go to: 
http://www.vegasmorningblend.com/videos/163207
476.html 

Keep your thoughts and prayers going for Betty 
Schmitt.  She is in pain with heel spurs on her right 
foot and needs a knee replacement soon.  
And some good news.  Ivan is back in shape after a 
painful battle with kidney stones. 

SAVE THE DATES 
SEPT. 24th - General Meeting   7:30 PM   Social 7:00 PM - Huntington Yacht Club 
               PRESENTATION: JOEL WEIDENBAUM – JAPAN OUTGOING EXCHANGE     
OCT. 29th - General Meeting  7:30 PM  Social 7:00 PM Blue Lagoon (Dinner arrive 5:30 PM) 
              PRESENTATION: IVAN & SHEILA  ZIEGLER - GALAPAGOS EXPLORATION    

th



                                         HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
                                       Judy Stoler – August 9th 
                                   Brian Atkins – August 30th 
                             

                                          Morris & Judy Stoler   
                                             August 14th 

                                      Carole Goldfarb & Ted 
                                      Goldstein - August 16th    

 
IN MEMORIAM 
Sadly, one of our members, Vaughan Spilsbury 
passed away on July 2nd at the age of 82. 
Condolences to Miriam Yutkowitz on the death of 
her daughter-in-law, Stephanie Ginsberg.      
   “This world is not conclusion; a sequel stands      
beyond, invisible as music but positive as sound.” 
                                      Author: Emily Dickenson   

 

VERY SPECIAL TRIP FOR ALL 
OUR WORLD TRAVELERS 

 
  
 

 
          

           From George Brown, President, FFI: 
World War II was the deadliest conflict in human  
history. When the first atomic bomb detonated over 
Hiroshima, over 70,000 people were killed 
instantly. More than four square miles of the city 
were destroyed.  

When the dust settled, the Genbaku Dome remained 
standing alone among the rubble only 500 feet from 
the center of the blast. Now, the dome is called the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial. It serves as a reminder 
of the tragedy of war and the desire for peace 
around the world. 

On November 1st of this year, hundreds of 
Friendship Force members from around the world 
will gather at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial to lay 
a wreath.  

As the sun sets, they will light  
hundreds of paper lanterns and  
send them floating down the  
Mtoyasu River, lighting up 
 the water as evening descends. It will be an 
unforgettable event. a profound gesture of the hope  
 

we share for a more peaceful world. 
The Friendship Force International 35th World 
Conference will take place from October 31 to 
November 2, 2012. Three hundred friends 
around the world have already registered. Will 
you join us? It is not too late to register.  Link: 
                www.friendshipforce.org 
 
                                       INCOMING EXCHANGE 
                                    Louisville,KY.-10/10-10/15 
Jackie Agdern, ED for this exchange and Betty 
Schmitt, Assistant ED have been planning a really 
exciting program.   
Brian Atkins, coordinator for the welcome dinner at 
Unitarian Universalist Hall in Huntington is in 
charge of another “NY SPECIALTY FOOD 
TABLES A LA THE ONE WE HAD FOR 
CHEYENNE. If you haven’t signed up yet for this, 
please do so ASAP - contact Brian:  
    631-979-2813 or Email: brianis@optonline.net 

Stations are as follows:  1. Hot dog -2.Pizza-3. 
Side Order (coleslaw, corn on the cob, ++) -4. 
Kosher Deli -5. Egg Cream, Dr. Brown -6. Dessert  
PS: If you can, wear NY Sports Garb, hats, NY tee 
shirts, etc., etc. 
The NYC day on 10/13 will include some different 
activities than the usual ones. Ivan is the 
coordinator for this. 

The Farewell dinner will be in the China Buffet in 
Babylon where many choices are available besides 
Chinese. Entertainment being planned 
Complete details, prices forthcoming.  Be sure to 
check your Emails.   
                 This is Jackie’s first time as an ED and 
                 would appreciate all the help you can 
                give her.  Contact ASAP:  631-253-4560-     
                         jackieagdern@gmail.com  
Need: Day Host organizer (Betty will train) and a 
Farewell Dinner Entertainment Coordinator. 
Hosts for dinners, call Judie Gardner Coordinator-
631-549-9191 or Email: judiedelano@aol.com 
 
2013 INCOMING EXCHANGES: 
MAY: Christ Church - New Zealand         
OCTOBER: Flanders, Belgium  
 
2013 OUTGOING EXCHANGES: 
June 23-June 30 – Oxfordshire, England 
   June 30- July 6 –   Bristol, England             



A LOOK BACK 
From our friends across the world: 

  From the Webbers, our Cheyenne home hosts: 
                 To our family and friends: 
We were in Manchester England when our daughter 
Barbara called to tell us there had been a fire in our 
home.  The fire completely destroyed our home, 
garage, 3 cars and almost all of the contents.  We 
are grateful though that our grandson Josh, who was 
house-sitting while we were gone, woke up in time 
to get out safely.  “Things” can be replaced, but 
people can’t. 
We debated about having our 50th anniversary 
celebration but did go ahead with it on July 1. We 
repeated our vows.  The minister and his wife who 
married us were with us.  I know you couldn’t join 
us, but we are grateful for the part you played in our 
50 years.      Jim & Carolyn Webber    
                 webber.carolyn@gmail.com 
From Joe Swinnen, who visited us from Belgium:      

   “I don’t know how the weather is in your area.  
     Here it is rainy this July but everything else is   
better. (no disasters, earthquakes, wars.)  We are in 
reasonable good health. how are you. let me know.”  
                  jos-swinnen@scarlet.be 
He also sent a link to this joyful YouTube.  Our 
hospitality is appreciated by those we host.     
          watch-v=fVZi_JLbTYw&feature=email 

Also a wonderful July 4th greeting was received 
from Greta Smeyers, the ED of the Belgian group 
from Leuven. This is certainly one of the rewards of 
belonging to our club making friends throughout 
throughout the world. Take a look.  It’s inspiring: 

http://www.jacquielawson.com/viewcard.asp?cod
e=3552028069742&source=jl999 

After receiving the following Email Mimi Hirsch felt 
any trouble she had with her guests from the 
Leuven, Belgium exchange was worthwhile and 
made her feel good.  Here’s the Thank You note: 
                   Dear Mimi and Mike: 
We want to thank you for your great hospitality 
when we were in America/Long Island.  We keep 
the best souvenirs about you. You are always 
welcome in our house in Belgium. 
Excuses, that we are so late to say thank, but our 
computer was crashed when we came back at 
home.  We were obliged to buy a new pc. 
     Many Greetings,  Georges and Rita 
 

                       How about a round of applause for    
                       members who generously serve up      
                       dinners for our visitors and home            
                       hosts.  
Jackie Agden was Home Host Dinner Coordinator 
for the Moscow Echange and extends a big thank 
you to all who volunteered, which included Mary 
Rubert, Judy & Morris Stoler, Carole Goldfarb & 
Ted Goldstein, Bonnie Gettinger, Sylvia & Harold 
Ostrow &  Miriam Yutkowitz.  Here we see our 
Moscow Ambassadors at the home hosted dinner at 
Mary’s home. Included in picture, ED Brian Atkins 
and Jackie Agdern. Mary (r. of Jackie) & guests. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 
 
And here we have Betty Schmitt (standing, far l.) 
giving a dinner for our Ambassadors from Leuven, 
Belgium & their home hosts. 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                

Other dinners for this exchange were given by the 
Zieglers and Judy Greenberg.  Thank you all! 

THANK YOU 
     Our own Sue Roscoe sent us all a flyer on that 
glorious musical SHOWBOAT.  Hopefully some of 
you saw it, especially since Sue had a starring role.  
     Judy Gardner notified us about a Woodlands 
Folk Festival which included one of my favorite 
singers, Christine Lavin. 
Great to get news of events like this. Thanks, ladies. 

Also many thanks to Magdi Roberts who is doing a 
fantastic job getting our web site up and running. 

 



Fw jtennis Fwd 
Here's Your Coupon!.msg

                          To Judy and Morris Stoler for so   
                         graciously stepping in to have our    
                         Executive Meeting and Pool Party at      
                         their home on August 12th.   

Judy was a bit apprehensive as this was her first 
pool party for FFLI. She was delighted that it turned 
out to be great fun for everyone.  Some of our 
members even went swimming!  

 
           

                                        
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The highlight of the day was a performance by Ivan 
Ziegler and Morris Stoler who began singing “Guys 
and Dolls” from GUYS AND DOLLS. Luckily for 
us, Susan Roscoe, a trained 
singer joined them. 

Remember the 3 Tenors? 
Well, now we have the 3 
Basso-Baritones (?). Of   
course this was a “practice” session for future 
farewell dinners. All agreed it was hilarious.                                
 
GOODBYE MABELLE 
Long Island’s loss is now 
W. Palm Beach’s gain.    

Our lovely Mabelle Lum who  
has been a member of FFLI  
since it was first organized in  
the 90s moved permanently to 
Florida in August.  She was  
our President at one time as 
well as a Home Host and 
Day Host on many occasions.  
She could always be relied on 
  

to help out wherever she was needed.  
And, of course, how about those wonderful hula 
dances she presented at many Farewell dinners both 
at incoming and outgoing exchanges? It was always 
a delight for us and our visitors.  She will surely be 
missed by all. 
 
MARCIA HOWARD 

I am sure you all remember Marcia’s presentation at 
our general meeting last September about her trip to 
Indonesia her first outbound FF excursion. She sent 
in an article on her travels to International Travel 
News and it was published in June, 2012.  They also 
included this adorable picture she took at a Kids 
Pageant at a private school in Jogjakarta.                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marcia also had some great suggestions for the 
Moscow Exchange and offered a coupon for the 
aquarium in Riverhead should we go there. It is 
good until 12/31/12. You may use it if you wish. 
Click on the following link to get it. 
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTUAL CALL CENTER CONVERSATIONS: 
    From “They walk among us, AND reproduce!” 

Caller:       “Does your European Breakdown Policy     
                   cover me when I am traveling in      
                   Australia ?'     
Operator:   Does the policy name give you a clue? 
 
Then there was the caller who asked for a knitwear 
company in Woven. 
Operator:   “Woven?  Are you sure?' 
Caller:        “Yes.  That's what it says on the label –        
                          Woven in Scotland.” 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
      
  

 
 

OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND 
                       TO ASSIST YOU 
  Have an idea, question or need info for a program? 
          Email Gerry -  jackieagdern@gmail.com or  
                  Jerry -  loriaxin@gmail.com  

     We need names and addresses of publications to     
      send them our monthly notices. Let Betty know-   
                            bes642@aol.com 

 Got stories or tidbits for the newsletter? Send them to   
          Caroline - rossi.caroline@gmail.com 

   Have changes in your status, phone number, address?  
            Then it’s: Carol Hardie (Weston) – 
                          ckh1227@verizon.net 

      All other questions, no matter how big or small... 
       (WHO ELSE?)  Ivan, of course – sheandi@optonline.net

                                                                              MEMBER PROFILE 
                                         Ah so...Joel Weidenbaum and his “favorite geisha” - wife Harriet. As most of you    
                                          know Joel was the Ed for the recent trip to Japan.  The attachment to this newsletter  
                                          is Part 1 of  his report on the trip. It is quite extensive and interesting. Enjoy!! 

                                          Harriet and Joel are friends with another of our members, Eli and Emma Bluestone,     
                                          who “recruited” them for membership in FFLI. They are all very active in our club.                                     

                                          Growing up in Brooklyn, Joel and Harriet both went to Midwood High School.  They            
                                          first met when Joel was teaching at Ditmas High School. Harriet was student teaching 
                                          there and of course as soon as they did meet (1960) they were (almost) immediately 
                                         “hooked” and were married in 1961.    

                                          Harriet excelled in home economics and acquired a fascination with cooking.  As a 
result she developed a cooking program which she taught at Jericho H. S.  Although self taught, she became a 
master cook in all types of culinary art- French, Japanese, Italian, Chinese...you name the dish, she can make it.  
Of course, ironically, she did have one disaster which happened as a newlywed.  Preparing her first dish for 
Joel, she decided to experiment, as she often did.  To impress her new spouse, she made beef stroganoff 
drenched in dill.  It was a total disaster.  As Joel reported, “it was HORRIBLE.”  However, from that day on, 
every meal was incredible and dinner became the best time of the day for Joel. 
Joel majored in biology and started his teaching career after graduating from Brooklyn College.  In 1964, he 
accepted a graduate school fellowship at Yale University.  He and Harriet were already married and in 1966 
they moved to Long Island. At the time their oldest son was only 12 days old.  Joel became an adjunct professor 
of biology and physiology at Nassau Community College, and biology teacher and eventually science 
department (district) chairperson in the Northport School District.  His interest and study of photography led to 
teaching nature photography at Northport High School in addition to his biology classes. His favorite 
photographic subject is birds.  When he and Harriet, who are snow birds, are in Florida he arises quite early in 
order to capture his best shots as many of the birds can be seen in the early morning hours.                   
Harriet, on the other hand, is quite involved with genealogy and has traced her family tree way back to her 
great, great grandfather.  She received quite a bit of information from http://www.ancestry.com/ and, of course, 
from the Mormon Church of the Latter Day Saints.  In case some of you don’t know, the Mormons have 
photographed family documents from all over the world.  If you are interested, information can be found at the 
Plainview Library. Harriet and Joel are members of the Jewish Genealogical group at the JCC, Plainview, NY. 

Of course both love to eat and travel.  Even before they joined Friendship Force Long Island in 2000, they had 
become world travelers. As members of our club they constantly volunteer for positions.  They have been home 
hosts, day hosts, and how fortunate we are that they have been exchange directors for several incoming and 
outgoing exchanges. 
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