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 IN FRIENDSHIP – President IVAN ZIEGLER: 
 I remain on a Friendship Force high, even though our visit to Bristol ended almost 2 weeks ago. Sheila and I 
have been looking through our pictures and reliving each day with renewed excitement. The places we saw, the 
things we did, and most important the people we met and became friends with will live with us forever. Sheila 
and I participated in the exchange to Bristol, but I know that the members who visited Oxfordshire will tell you 
the same thing. 
Sheila and I had the good fortune of being hosted by the president of the Bristol club, Reg Williams and his 
wife Jill. We stayed in a beautiful, quaint, 400 year old home, with the standing joke that 5 of us had to share 
the same bathroom and there was not a single television in the house; a far cry from the 3 ½ bathrooms and big 
screen TV’s that we enjoy in our own home. And you know what?  Of course it all worked out just fine. 
Jill made lunch or snacks for us each day, and we were introduced to (and enjoyed) some British dishes we had 
never tried before. They treated us like family and by the end of the week Reg and Jill were truly like family.  
All of us are committed to maintaining our new friendship in the future. 
Our experiences were not unique; just ask any member who went on the exchange. And that reminds me of a 
very important message that anyone going on an exchange needs to remember. Being an ambassador is a 
privilege, not a right. We are all ambassadors of our club, our country and our organization. As a Friendship 
Force member, when you sign up to travel on an outbound exchange you are accepting the responsibilities that 
come with being an ambassador – namely that whatever the circumstances are that you are presented with, you 
will make it work!   
From the feedback I’ve received from the Bristol club after the exchange, our ambassadors represented 
themselves very well – mission accomplished – good job all of you.   

SAVE THE DATES 
July 22nd - General Meeting 7:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Blue Lagoon (Dinner:arrive 5:30 PM) 
     PRESENTATION: Marsha Howard – Exotic Bhutan (located in the continent of Asia) 
August 24th –Pool Party at Judy and Morris Stoler’s home – (Rain date: August 25th) 
September 23rd – Time, Place and Program to be announced 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 24 (rain date: AUGUST 25) 1:00 PM 
Time to take out the swim suits for our annual 
splash party, preceded by executive board meeting 
at Noon.  Judy and Morris Stoler have graciously 
offered to host once again. 
WHERE:  38 Wenmore Road, Commack, NY 
COST:      $20.00   (BYOB) You are encouraged to 
bring a potential member at no charge. 
RSVP by Aug. 16th with check to: Jackie Agdern 
                                                      6 Summerfield Ct. 
                                                 Deer Park, NY 11729 
NOTE: No refunds are given if you paid and did not 
show up as food will have already been purchased. 
Anyone wishing to help contact Judy:631-864-6392 
                                         judy.stoler@gmail.com 

LAST INCOMING EXCHANGE FOR 2013 
The Fort Worth, Texas FF club will be joining us 
Oct. 13-17, EDS Jerry Axinn & Frances Neyer. 
Notices will be sent out about home host 
opportunities and other committee meetings. 

Many 2014 dates have been firmed up, so start 
thinking about reserving the time on your calendars! 

INCOMING EXCHANGES 
May 12-19, 2014-  Fukuoka, Japan 
EDS – Joel and Harried Weidenbaum (anyone 
wishing to serve as Deputy ED please contact Joel 
at: joel.weidenbaum@gmail.com  631-673-6116 

Sept. (dates TBD) Saitamo, Japan 
ED Fran Neyer who is negotiating the real dates. 

OUTGOING EXCHANGES 
June (dates TBD)- Louisville, KY. 
   ED Sheila Ziegler 

October 19-25, 2014 –Rio Preto, Brazil    
   ED – Judy Greenberg 

October 25-November 1, 2015–Sao Paolo, Brazil 
   ED - Jackie Agdern    

NOTE:  Do start thinking about what you would 
like to volunteer for but do not call any one at this 
time.  Notices will be sent out regarding positions. 

 
 

AUGUST 28-SEPTEMBER 29 
HUNTINGTON ARTS COUNCIL 

Our long standing member and one the first 
Presidents of FFLI will be exhibiting 40 sculptures 
and 40 paintings.  This is definitely something you 
do not want to miss. 
                                The very talented Dan Brown  
                                 has also invited one and all to a 
                                 reception being held Sept. 6th.      
,                                6-8PM at the Huntington Arts               
                                 Council gallery, 213 Main St.         
                                 Huntington, NY                                     
63                                       631-271-8423 

 
Brian Atkins and Frances Neyer are very grateful to 
those who responded to the call for help that Dan 
needs to bring his incredible works to the gallery.  
So far the volunteers are: 

        Brian, of course 
        Mike Hirsch 
        Gerry Pollatos 
        Dorothy Brown 
        Eli Bluestone 
 
If anyone one else is interested in helping, please 
contact Brian at: 631-431-2619 or Frances at: 
631-547-6702. This is for August 27th at 9:00 AM, 
meeting at the home of Dan Brown in Dix Hills. 
 
FAREWELL NEWS- 
Another long time active FF member and President 
of Friendship Force International retired at the end 
of June. His letter of farewell was a tribute to our 
organization.  He also had some lovely comments 
which we can all identify with: 
“We like journeys but we know they have a 
downside...saying goodbye just when we feel we’re 
getting to know each other. Usually there is the 
hope that we’ll see each other again and that makes 
the goodbyes not so painful. 
                                I know you’ll continue to value         
                                the connections that  the FF has   
                                has made possible. FF has been   
                                strong for 36 years because          
                                people like you have believed              
                                in the mission.  Keep up the  
                                good work in the years ahead.” 
                                        In friendship, 
                                         George Brown 
  
 



Personals 

Sheila Ziegler – July 14th 
Diana Giglia- July 26th 
Caroline Mickelsen-July 26th  
Judy Stoler – August 9t 

Brian Atkins – August 30th 
 

                    Norman & Susan Roscoe- July 4th 
                    Sylvia & Harold Ostrow– Aug. 2nd 
                    Carole Goldfarb/Ted Goldstein- 
                                August 16th 
        

Brian Atkins was off to Peru on July 7th.  That 
should be an interesting presentation! 
 

And where will you go in 2013 if you haven’t 
traveled yet this year? Why not: 

Experience life in the Amazon River Basin 
Brazil- October 27th to November 8th 

Encounter the American West- 
      North Colorado and Utah-November 4th-19th 

Experience life on the beautiful Aegean Sea  
           Turkey and Greece- October 1st to 8th 

Lend a helping hand with humanitarian projects 
Tanzania, Bujumbura, Burundi October 5th -20th 

Practice your Spanish over a cup of coffee 
Spanish language-learning exchange in Bogota, 

September 14th -16th  
View more exchanges in the World of Friendship 
Catalog          www.thefriendshipforce.org 
 
Barbara Macken (our adviser at the regional 
conference) has recommended the following 
“Fourth Coast” Exchange September 15th-22nd: 
Western Michigan invites you to join them for a 
week-long exploration of the well-kept secret that is 
Southern Michigan. Explore the beaches, dunes and 
forests and set sail on the replica of the 1811 ship, 
Friends Good Will, for a voyage out onto Lake 
Michigan. Nor will we ignore the cultural centers of 
our region, or their craft breweries which are fast 
becoming known throughout our country.  Stroll 
through the heart of Grand Rapids during the 
renowned art festival known as ArtPrize, the 
world’s largest art competition. 
INQUIRIES OR QUESTIONS MAY BE MADE 
TO: lynyhargreave@gmail.com 
            (269) 344-7091 

 
 

SAILING WITH ENRICHMENT 
Explore the world by visiting unique ports of call 

aboard an intimate vessel and discover 
destinations in an educational context. 

Our own Frances Neyer just recently returned from 
one of these fantastic voyages.  If you are 
interested, Frances will be happy to give you 
information about her experiences on the trip. 

Join Friendship Force members from around the 
world on an incredible voyage through Central 
America – December 18th to January 3rd. 

The clock kept ticking ...and now 
time has run out.   
Conference is sold out but a 
waiting list is in place. If you are 
placed on the list you may still be    

lucky enough to be a part of this exciting event. 
Register for wait list now at:   
www.eventbee.com/v/ffiworldconference2013  
If you are chosen, Reserve your room directly with 
the Astor Crowne Plaza Hotel :  
www.astorneworleans.com/ourhotel 
Discounts available for Friendship Force  members.  
For more information or questions contact Debbie 
Powell at dpowell@thefriendshipforce.org 

Helpful Travel Tips by Greater Harrisburg 
Ambassadors on their exchange to Germany 

• Pack and then take out about ¼ of what you were  
    going to take! 
• Pack a thin, thin towel in case you need an extra  
   for your hair or as a bath mat. 
• ID all of your items (suitcase, carry on, camera 
   case, purse, computer bag) w/luggage tags. 
• Bubble wrap to protect something that might  
   break. 
•Pack a thin silk/satin nightgown which you can 
   hand wash in the a.m. and it’s dry by evening. 
•Pack old sleepwear/sweaters, etc. to leave behind  
   & create room to bring back gifts or souvenirs. 
•Inside your shoes is wasted space. Use it to pack  
   note pad, pens, candy.  Be creative. 
• Pack one color & mix/match. i.e.: Black or Khaki.   
   Any color top will match! 



MANITOBA, CANADA, INCOMING EXCHANGE 
                                     May 28th – June 4th 
Our wonderful and indeed “friendly” neighbors from Canada 
spent a hectic, fun filled week with FFLI.  ED Brenda Clinton 
received many congratulations.  Here is an excerpt from the 
Manitoba Ambassadors’ evaluation forms: 
    “Every day was a highlight but the camaraderie has to be at the top of the list.  All my expectations 
were met plus some!” 

Our lovely ED is all smiles after weeks of preparation and a few upsets. The exchange 
turned out to be quite successful. Brenda sends congratulations to “Our Team 
Manitoba” who made this happen. She is also grateful to Caroline Mickelsen for the 
program booklet, Morris Stoler who photographed the home hosts and ambassadors 
and donated the pictures, our President, Ivan, and First Lady, Sheila, Jackie Agdern 
who so efficiently handled registration and finances.  And a very special Thank You to 
Betty Schmitt who came out of retirement as the Day Host Coordinator to help out.  
And, of course, kudos to Brian Atkins who worked with Brenda throughout the 
exchange to make it the success it was. 

Delicious box lunch 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The beautiful gardens                                                                                                                                                                         

One for all and all for One 

A+-Oyster Bay Cruise-  

An univited guest 

                                                             WOW! - Need a 1-week rest after NYC                                      OOPS 
                 

Many thanks to Stan Croall 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba, who 
so graciously supplied these 
photos. 
He and wife, Fay, were home 
hosted by the Erckerts during 
this exchange. 

 
      A Great Sit-down Dinner                     Farewell with I Love NY shirts 



OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND TO ASSIST YOU 
    Questions/Info:      President Ivan Ziegler -  sheandi@optonline.net 
    Programs:              Gerry Pollatos -  jackieagdern@gmail.com and Jerry Axinn - jaxinn1@gmail.com 
    Advertising/PR:     Mark Heed -   mark444555@aol.com 
    Membership:         Judie Gardner -  judiedelano@aol.com  Info: friendshipforceliinqueries@gmail.com 
    Newsletters:           Caroline Mickelsen - rossi.caroline@gmail.com 

REMEMBERING BERNIE LIPSKY 
Bernie Lipsky, a name familiar to our older members, was the founding father of 
Friendship Force, Long Island.  Bernie had moved back to Long Island in 1993 
after working in Dallas, TX, for many years. In Dallas he first learned about 
Friendship Force and joined the club there. “If Texans had a Friendship Force, 
why not New Yorkers?” But there were no chapters in the New York 
metropolitan region. He promptly began a series of lectures at the Dix Hills 
Library. His incredible ability to inspire travelers was successful. In fact, by1995 
even the New York Times was impressed & printed a wonderful article about our 
club, its objectives and philosophy. 

Bernie was born in Coney Island, Brooklyn, in 1925.  He went to Brooklyn College there, majoring in 
advertising and public relations.  When he was 17, World War I had started so he enlisted in the Army and 
was accepted even though he had poor vision.  He was assigned to a unit in France as a translator.  
Unfortunately, it was here that he wound up with shrapnel in his shoulder delivering a message during one 
of the raids. He was given a Purple Heart, sent to London to recuperate and then shipped home, back to 
Brooklyn. 
At the age of 26 he married his wife, Tanya.   They moved to Sunnyside and then to Plainview, LI, where 
they raised their four children. During these years, Bernie was quite busy working with many advertising 
firms writing and doing public relations work.  However, since he had the traveling bug he always managed 
to find time to go abroad.  Tanya went with him although she did prefer sitting in the backyard but who 
could say “no” to Bernie.  Unfortunately, Tanya died in 1988.  At this time they were still living in Dallas, 
TX, where he was Vice President of Marketing at the Southland Corporation who we all know owned the 7-
11 shops. When introduced to the Friendship Force he was thrilled with its concept.  “Making friends is the 
reason I love to travel. As a member of the Friendship Force, I am a "citizen ambassador," he said. 
Not only is Bernie a dynamic speaker, (especially since he has no New York accent), he loved gadgets and 
was devoted to computers and photography.   He was extremely good at processing and many times he was 
in charge of data where he worked.  His children also remember how he could fix just about everything.  
In 1995 he was living in Deer Park and met Phyllis Sonen who became his life-long partner and sweetheart 
until he passed away 3 years ago.   Phyllis also became a guiding light for establishing FFLI and was able to 
provide many leads for prospective members as she had lived in Dix Hills for 30 years. They were both 
involved with the International Executive Service Corps which assigns experts to help develop businesses in 
emerging market companies worldwide, such as Poland, Armenia and the Czech Republic. They also held 
educational classes abroad. Phyllis taught English to adults while he taught methods of public relations. All 
this in addition to home hosting many times through FFLI. 
Phyllis had a bridge partner friend, Maybelle Lum, who became our President after Bernie and Phyllis 
moved to Maryland. After the move, they went to Peru with our members Joel & Harriet Weidenbaum.   
Due to his high intelligence Bernie obtained membership in Mensa. Both he and Phyllis were also active 
with the Osher Lifelong Institute at Johns Hopkins where he was publisher and creative director until he 
passed away and Phyllis was and still is Chairperson of the Advisory Board.  Of course he was an 
inspirational motivator at Johns Hopkins just as he was with Friendship Force Long Island.  There were over 
250 people at his memorial service.  In the Johns Hopkins newsletter a very appropriate commentary was 
written: Bernie was a “mensch”, an all round good guy.  Thanks Bernie, we will miss you.  And Thank You 
Bernie & Phyllis for starting FFLI. We owe you both a debt of gratitude for what we have today. 


