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              IN FRIENDSHIP           The Friends in     
                                  IVAN ZieGLER                                       Friendship Force 
                                    president 
  

I love to extol on the great pleasures that being a Friendship Force member has to offer if you choose to 
become active in the organization. One thing I emphasize to everyone I talk to is the expanded “family” of 
friends that you acquire. Several examples of this were enjoyed by our members over the past 2 months. Sheila 
and I were thrilled to welcome to our home Laima and Rihard Plepe, the couple who hosted us when we were 
on the FFLI exchange to Latvia 3 years ago. We had a wonderful week showing them Long Island and New 
York City. Several of our members who had participated in that exchange had the opportunity to renew their 
friendships with the couple. And when they returned to Latvia, the hearts of Laima and Rihard were filled with 
love for their second family here on Long Island. And their Long Island family felt the same about them.  Any 
of us or our family members going to Latvia in the future know we have a second family waiting to greet us.  
A similar experience was enjoyed by Brian Atkins who was invited to dinner by Dr. Nguyen Van Thanh, Mayor 
of Haiphong City, Vietnam, who was also an ambassador from the Vietnam-America Friendship Society when 
they visited Long Island about 6 years ago. It seems Dr. Thanh was in New York to attend a special conference 
at the United Nations, and thought it would be nice to renew the friendship that he had developed with Brian 
and others while here. Feedback from Brian (see his pix in this newsletter) was very positive. 
A final experience that was shared by many of our members occurred last month when our club hosted the FFI 
regional conference. I know I’ve said it before, but I can’t stop acknowledging what a great job was done by so 
many of our members who worked to make the weekend such a success (What teamwork we displayed!). The 
benefit to our members was that new friends were made throughout the region.  
I could cite lots of other examples of the warm and lasting friendships that Sheila and I and many of you have 
made through Friendship Force. In fact, I welcome you to write about your personal friendship experiences that 
you would like to share with our members and I’m sure Caroline will find space for them in the newsletter. 
What better subject to talk about! In summation, the message is clear – The Friendship Force is just that, a 
force of friends.  
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 MAY 28th-JUNE 4th- No meeting in May due to arrival of Manitoba, Canada Ambassadors 
        JUNE – No meeting as many of our members depart for England Bon Voyage! 

 JULY 22nd - General Meeting - 7:30 PM Social 7:00 PM - Huntington Yacht Club 

Presentation - TBA 
 



INCOMING EXCHANGE 
May 28 – June 4, 2013 
Get ready for a wonderful visit from our new 
friends in Manitoba, Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hard working ED, Brenda Clinton, and Asst. 
ED, Brian Atkins, have lined up a terrific schedule.  

Here is some background information which will be 
helpful when mingling with the group. 

 Manitoba, a prairie province in the heart of Canada,  
                           is called the “Land of 
                          100,000 Lakes.”  It has a                                                                                                                     

                                      diversified economy led by  
                                                  manufacturing, then  
                                                  hydroelectricity and mining. 

                                        (PHOTO: Knee Lake)  
 
Lake Manitoba is Canada's thirteenth largest lake 
(4,624 km) and the world's 33rd largest freshwater. 
It is one of the three main lakes in Manitoba's $30-
million annual commercial fishing industry 

The province's Aboriginal people are still 
represented, and the influence of the native people 
is reflected in its name: the word "Manitoba" means 
"where the spirit lives" in the language of the Cree 
people. 
Churchill is a town on the shore of Hudson Bay in 
Manitoba.  It is most famous for the many polar 
bears that move toward the shore from inland in the 
autumn, leading to the nickname “Polar Bear 
Capital of the World” that has helped its growing 
tourism industry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTGOING EXCHANGE 
June 23-June 30 – Oxfordshire, England 
  ED Joel Weidenbaum 
 
      OXFORDSHIRE          
      COAT OF ARMS 
 
 
From the “city of dreaming spires” – Oxford, to the 
wondrous countryside of Oxfordshire, there are so 
many fantastic things here to see and places to visit. 
Oxford University is the oldest university in the 
English-speaking world, and the second-oldest 
surviving university in the world. 

The very popular DOWNTON ABBEY was filmed 
at Highclere Castle just 44 minutes from 

Oxfordshire.  

 Tour tickets are hard to 
come by...but perhaps your 
hosts know someone who 
could take you on a private 
tour. 

    June 30- July 6 –   Bristol, England 
                 ED – Eli Bluestone 
 
               BRISTOL 
        COAT OF ARMS 
 
Some interesting facts about Bristol: 

•Original birthplace and childhood home of the 
infamous pirate Captain Blackbeard still stands on 
Bristol's harbourside.  
•Hollywood legend Cary Grant (Archibald Leach) 
was born in Horfield, Bristol. Grant's first role in 
theatre was working at The Bristol Hippodrome. 
•John Cabot sailed from Bristol to help “discover” 
North America in 1497. 
Step back in time on board the world's first great 
ocean liner, Brunel's ss Great Britain, in Bristol's 
historic Harbourside 
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CONFERENCE ALERT! 

Registrations are flooding in. Only about 100 spaces left. DO NOT DELAY!  Conference hotel rooms are also 
selling fast. 

There is no better place to celebrate our mission than the festive city of New Orleans.  Together, we’ll enjoy the 
world famous jazz music, cuisine and architecture of this iconic city, and we’ll share our ideas, knowledge, and 
plans for a strong future for the organization we all love.  Register soon on the conference website: 

http://www.eventbee.com/v/ffiworldconference2013 

Reserve your room directly with the Astor Crowne Plaza Hotel :  http://www.astorneworleans.com/ourhotel 
Discounts are available for all Friendship Force participants. 

For more information or questions contact Debbie Powell at dpowell@thefriendshipforce.org 
   Note from Ivan:  “Sheila and I attended the conference in Washington, D.C. and met friends from the 

   U.S. and around the world.  If you have never been to a World Conference – you are 
   missing a terrific experience.  We both plan to attend this year’s conference as well.   
                                  And what a great city to enjoy!” 
                                                       *****   
 

Letter to Brenda Clinton from Elizabeth Schirmer
       ED for Manitoba Incoming Exchange 
“Since learning of the Boston bombing my thoughts 
have been with you all as you deal with shock and 
grief.  There is some relief to know the suspect is 
under arrest.  May you receive some comfort in 
knowing your Canadian neighbours have been with 
you in spirit.  It has been a long week for us as we 
followed your news.  May you all have the 
resilience of the 78 year old marathoner who picked 
himself up and finished the race.” 

Personals 
                              Kathy Daly – May 5th 
                               Sylvia Ostrow- May 30th 
                              Lottie Bennett- May 30th 
                            Norman Roscoe- June 21s 

                              
                              Sheila & Ivan Ziegler 
                                      June 14th 
 

 PERSONAL INVITATIONS-Great ideas if you 
are not going to the exchange in England. 

From Georgia Old- Michigan FF club:” We 
would love to have FFLI members join us for an 
exchange going to British Columbia, June 17-26, 
Experience the beautiful Okanagan Valley. Info: 
georgiaold@comcast.net, phone: 517-290-3845. 

Great Lakes-Great Adventure – Larry Kurtz, 
friend of Brenda Clinton, and active member of her 
former club, Greater Hamilton/Burlington FF club 
in Ontario, Canada is doing an exchange together 
with the FF Denver club, June 18-June 30th. 
Exchange includes Buffalo, Niagara-on-the-Lake 
and Toronto. See 2 famous Frank Lloyd Wright 
sites. a close-up look at the famous falls from the 
legendary 'Maid of the Mist'.  Larry Kurtz will be 
the guide for the first 5 days in his area where many 
interesting activities have been planned. For this 
only:call him at: (905)529-6289. Complete program 
info: Anita.smith22@gmail.com- 619-894-9464 

  



NOTE FROM BARBARA MACKEN, FFI 
“CT has an exchange-4 different cities in Canada. 
We need about 4 more people to make this happen 
so I am reaching out with my fingers crossed. The 
cost is between $750-$1000. CT is driving and 
renting a 12 person van so that people coming from 
further away will have transportation between the 
cities. I would be happy to answer any questions. 
Ginger Smith ED 860-558-9282” 
Destination: Niagara, Stratford-St. Mary's, Toronto 
and North Bay, Canada Aug. 25 to Sept, 10, 2013 
Join us on this “mini discovery of Canada.” 
Where will you go in 2013?  Who will you meet? 
Find more opportunities to travel with the 
Friendship force on the “WORLD OF FRIENDS” 
CATALOG which can be found on FFI web site.   
Do you want to get an email when an exchange to 
your favorite place has an opening? Let FFI know 
by filling out their survey – you might be pleasantly 
surprised. www.thefriendshipforce.org  

“A passport, as I’m sure you know, is a 
document that one shows to government 
officials whenever one reaches a border 
between countries, so the officials can learn 
who you are, where you were born, and how 
you look when photographed unflatteringly.” 
     Lemony Snicket aka Daniel Handler 
PACKING LIGHT AND SMART 
Learn how to pack a carry-on size bag for months of 
travel. PackingLight.com teaches travelers 
how to pack the maximum amount of clothing into 
a 22-inch carry-on. The age-old method works in 
larger suitcases and leaves clothing wrinkle free 
upon arrival.  Pack approximately fifteen garments 
and mix and match for dozens of outfits in a carry- 
on bag. Learn how to pack a suitcase efficiently and 
without the stress of wondering whether you have it 
all. Watch video for complete instructions: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDn9l20
NlWw&feature=related 
 
EXCHANGES –EXCHANGES 
2013 INCOMING- Sept. 30th to Oct. 6th: 
FF of Burundi, Africa, had accepted our invitation 
on these dates, replacing the cancelation of 
Flanders, Belgium. However, they could not get 
visas.  Ivan is contacting other clubs that might be 
able to fill this spot.  One possibility is having the 
Fort Worth, TX club as an incoming exchange. 
TBA 

 2014 INCOMING – May –FF Fukuoka, Japan 
 2014 OUTGOING–TBA–FFLI to Louisville, KY 

 2014-OCT. OUTGOING: Brazil – 2- 1 week   
exchanges Sao Paulo and Sao Jose do Rio Preto 
 

DOTTY BROWN 
           of E. Northport, NY 
 
 

A LOOK BACK 

Laima and Rihard Plepe of Latvia came for a visit 
to LI staying with their good friends, Ivan and 
Sheila Ziegler whom they hosted when FFLI went 
to their country.  Laima and Rihard were hoping to 
meet as many of our members as possible and 
renew friendships with those ambassadors who 
spent a week in Riga. Their wish was granted at the 
Best Buffet in Huntington on March 22nd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
Brian Atkins also had some former ambassadors 
from Vietnam visiting LI. Here is a picture he sent 
us with his usual witty remarks: 

“Dr.Thanh, his wife   
and other former 
ambassadors at a 
Vietnamese feast 
in Chinatown. Good 
ties remain between  
Vietnam & the US, 
considering the 
potential for Brian to blow it and put us back into 
severe tensions between the two countries. A fun 
time was had by all.” Brian



              OUR NORTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE WAS A SUCCESS!!   

To Ivan from Barbara Macken, Regional Field Representative, FFI: “Please pass this note of 
appreciation on to the members of your club who worked tirelessly to make the regional 
conference a super success. Thank you so much for your hard work. The hotel was lovely, 

the logistics were flawless, and the attendees seemed to enjoy themselves all weekend. This 
could not have happened without the hard work and teamwork of the Long Island club. It 

was evident from the registration folders, gift bags to the hotel seminar and dinner 
arrangements, that club members invested their valuable time and energy into every 

aspect of the conference to ensure its success. We were all pleasantly surprised at the wardrobe 
requirements for the group photo, which will bring back fond memories of our stay on The Island with our 
old and new friends.” 

And who guided us all the way, took care of many items related to the 
conference which also involved lots of discussions and planning with 
Ivan, as well as taking care of the flyers, invitations and brochures?   
                     Right -none other than Barbara Macken                                                Barbara 

She is responsible for most of the following photos. Thanks 
also to Gerry Pollatos for sharing some of his photos. 
 
                                  And some applause please to all - 
 
                                
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



 

 

 
 

Thanks also to members who 
found the Sheraton, LI, Hotel              

Wonderful Place-Great Food 
 

 

 
 
 
      
            TO OUR PRESIDENTAND FIRST LADY,            
                       IVAN & SHEILA ZIEGLER   

       After many sleepless nights and delegating the        
       many tasks involved in the conference, it was a   
                               JOB WELL DONE!!!                                                       



OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND TO ASSIST YOU 
Have an idea, question or suggestions for programs?   Gerry Pollatos -  jackieagdern@gmail.com or  
                                                                                       Jerry  Axinn - jaxinn1@gmail.com     
Know of any publications we can contact or have news worthy stories, Mark Heend  mark444555@aol.com 
Have changes in your status, phone number, address?   Judie Gardner: judiedelano@aol.com                                                                                 
Have data on trip adventures, personals for newsletters:  Caroline Mickelsen: rossi.caroline@gmail.com                                                                                                                
All other questions, no matter how big or small: Of course contact our President: Ivan –sheandi@optonline.net 
 

                                          MEMBER PROFILE 
Brian Atkins claims his birth was very normal and uninteresting. This didn’t stop him 
from creating a life of adventure, humor and excitement.  Brian has great comic timing 
and always manages to bring us a smile and a sense of well being. He has the ability to 
deliver self-deprecating jokes, first building himself up and then tearing himself down, a 
gift that many great comedians have. 
Growing up in E. Northport he attended Harley Avenue elementary school in the Elwood 
District.  He still remembers the school song and will gladly sing it for you on request. 
After graduating from John Glenn Knight HS, he went off with friends to SUNY 
Plattsburg, where he did the usual college things – partying, drinking, and just fooling 

around. He stayed for 2 years before going off again to the University of Colorado in Boulder, where he earned 
a degree in Psychology, with special interest in Animal Behavior.  In a Colorado Psychology Dept. 
basement he began doing experiments on rattlesnakes and how they react to the scent a mouse makes 
after being struck by a rattlesnake. He was in charge of counting rattlesnake tongue flicks when they 
were on the trail of a prey. As a result he is cited in the Journal of Herpetology:Vol.20 #2,Jun.1986 
Soon the call to move came again and this time it was back to LI where he received a master’s degree in ESL at 
Stony Brook.  Just as he began this next chapter of his life, he was handed a note which read, SEE CHARLIE. 
This turned out to be Charles Maggio, a teacher of ESL at Sycamore Avenue School in the Connetquot District.  
As always happens with Brian, he was at the right place at the right time and wound up at this same school 
where Charlie was working. He subsequently worked at various schools in that district and has been with them 
for 25 years. 
He and Charles became close co-workers and friends for 17 years during which time he joined FFLI, having 
been introduced to the group by Miriam Yutkowitz, who was a friend of his mother. How lucky that was for us 
as he is always on hand to home host, to volunteer for important Exchange Director posts for incoming 
exchanges, arranging restaurant venues, etc., etc., etc. (the list could go on and on.) 
He loves to travel, especially on crazy adventures. What else can you expect of Brian?  He is not one to go on 
typical tours. He takes the back roads, sometimes winding up sleeping in open fields, such as what happened 
when he went to the Baja Peninsula working his way down to Cabo San Lucas. 
His second love is cooking and if you ever have eaten one of his meals you know why he was featured in 
Newsday by food critic Joan Reminick after he criticized her recipe for spaghetti with canned clams. His 
kitchen has a New York design theme and includes an authentic 1940ish soda fountain, as well as an antique 
pay phone. Currently the dishes he makes are inspired by an international calendar highlighting different 
countries for each month, so you never know what your meal will be if you are invited to dinner at Brian’s 
house.  It depends of course on what month you go there!  When he retires in 5 years he hopes to go to culinary 
school and get a chef’s degree. 
To add to all this he is quite an accomplished photographer and had a one man show in Bayport.  As though all 
this wasn’t enough, this ball of energy is also the programmer for the Gay and Lesbian Film Festival which is 
held at the Cinema Art Center, 423 Park Avenue in Huntington, usually in November. He is involved in 
screening short films that are considered for the program as well as being the Event Coordinator. 
Long may we be privileged to have this master of ad lib continue to bring his Joie de Vivre to Friendship Force 
Long Island.  


