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 WHEN ONE DOOR CLOSES – FFI RESPONDS 
As I write this column, I have just learned that the 
Louisville, Kentucky Friendship Force club has 
invited us to visit in 2014. They want to return the 
hospitality we extended to them this past October. 
Such are the dynamics of The Friendship Force – 
when you extend yourselves to others, they want to 
extend themselves right back to you. The visit by 
Louisville came, as you may remember, after both 
our clubs learned that the FF club from Flanders, 
Belgium, was cancelling their visit to the U.S. With 
the time vacant for both clubs, it was the perfect 
time opportunity to invite Louisville to Long Island, 
and the resulting exchange was enjoyed by both 
clubs. 
We experienced a similar response when we were 
invited to Latvia in 2011 (in response to our warm 
hospitality when they needed us in 2010). “Return” 
exchanges over the past few years with the San  
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Antonio, Texas and Cheyenne, Wyoming, clubs 
have renewed and strengthened friendships between 
our clubs. We also look forward to hosting in 2014, 
the Fukuoka, Japan club which hosted our club so 
lovely last year. 
 
A similar situation has arisen this year. With FF 
ChristChurch, New Zealand, having to cancel their 
exchanges in the U.S. and Canada, the opportunity 
again existed for our club to host one of the other 
clubs which now had a vacancy on their calendars. 
With the O.K. from our Board, I sent invites to both 
the Northeast Ohio and the Manitoba, Canada clubs 
to visit Long Island in the time slot we had reserved 
for NZ. As you may have already heard, the 
Manitoba club has accepted our invitation and is 
coming to Long Island! Brenda and Brian will 
continue as ED and assistant ED and have resumed 
the planning of the exchange. We should all look 
forward with much anticipation to another great 
exchange with Manitoba. I hope everyone will 
participate. 
 
As we say in Friendship Force - When One Door 
        Closes Another One is Bound to Open 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
MARCH 18th- World Friendship Celebration–7:30PM Social-7PM– Huntington Yacht Club  
PLEASE BRING AN INTERNATIONAL DESSERT – (Something you enjoy that can be shared 
with our membes)- BRING A GUEST – Dress in the clothes you have from a place visited. (International 
or otherwise). Two videos will be shown: Fascinating story of an International Quilt & another from Russia 
APRIL 5-7 –REGIONAL CONFERENCE WE ARE HOSTING AT THE SHERATON L.I.  HOTEL 
APRIL 22n -General Meeting 7:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Blue Lagoon (Dinner arrive 5:30 PM) 

PRESENTATION: JOEL WEIDENBAUM –TRIP TO JAPAN – PART II 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our very important event, namely the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, is fast approaching.  As 
most of you know we have been selected by Friendship Force International to host this important conference 
which will be held Friday, April 5th through Sunday, April 7th at the Sheraton, Long Island, in Hauppauge, NY. 
110 Motor Parkway – Phone: 631-231-1100. 
    
A great deal of time has been and will be spent by members of the planning committee.  They include Alice & 
Jack Dobrow; Annette Kirk; Caroline Mickelsen; Claudia & Richard Erckert; Dorothy Andrews; Evelyn Hersh; 
Frances Neyer; Jackie Agdern; Gerry Pollatos; Judie Gardner; Judy Greenberg; Kathy Daly; Lottie Bennett; 
Mark Heend; Mary Rubert; Mimi Hirsch; Sheila & Ivan Ziegler; Susan Roscoe; and Susan Schechter.  Many 
meetings were held to discuss and finalize all the arrangements and to develop a terrific program.  It is up to us 
now to show our gratitude by attending the conference.  It will also be a chance for you to hear some wonderful 
speakers as well as having a fun time with the entertainment that has been planned.  
 
We were also very fortunate to have the assistance of Barbara Macken, the Friendship Force International 
Regional Director, who assisted with the program as well as sent invitations and flyers to potential guests.  She 
also took charge of a booklet which will be given to all who attend. 
 
Following is the program with notes about rates for members on all the exciting programs being held: 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 5   3:00-6:00PM   Guests arrive, check-in-registration 

4:00-5:00PM   Club Presidents meeting with Regional Field Representative 
6:00PM            Reception with cash bar 
6:30PM            Dinner & Welcome speeches 
8:00PM  Entertainment –Lois Morton does song parodies (Larry Moser-keyboard)  

YOUR COST:  DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT:    $50.00 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 6  

8:00AM          Continental Breakfast 
9:00AM          Opening and Introductions: Barbara Macken, Ivan Ziegler, Kathy Thomas  

       and Karen Overly-Smith 
9:15AM          Update from FFI – Kathy Thomas  

10:00AM          “How many Strangers Have We Met? - Barbara Macken 
10:30AM           Break   
10:45AM          “The Long and the Short of Long Island”- Debra Swartz, PhD, 
11:45AM           Break for Lunch  

1:15PM           “Lost in Translation”-given by Sue Roscoe & Caroline Mickelsen 
    followed by panel discussion:  “Strangers are Friends”,  
                            Part 1: “A Perfect Host”  

2:00PM         “Strangers are Friends”...Part 2:  “A Goodwill Ambassador.”- Panel 
2:45PM          Break 
 
 



 
3:00PM        “No Frills Airline” skit with France Neyer, Kathy Daly, Gerry Pollatos,  

Caroline Mickelsen, Betty Schmitt and Sue Roscoe –Program follows:  
                     “Getting There and Back...Arrangements that Work,”- Paula Ferdik,  

                 Independent Travel Consultant 
3:45PM          “Getting there and Back: Without Worry,” – Paul Overts, TravelGuard 
4:30PM         Wrap up Session – 5:00PM: Adjourn  
6:00PM         Cash Bar 
6:30PM         Dinner   (Sit-down dinner – informal dress) 
8:30PM         Annette Kirk will lead American Folk Dancing for everyone to participate. 

YOUR COMPLETE SATURDAY COST: INCLUDING CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, LUNCH, ALL 
PROGRAMS AND DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT:   $85.00 

YOUR COST FOR LUNCH ONLY AND PROGRAM:       $25.00 
YOUR COST FOR ONLY DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT:   $50.00 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 6 

8:00AM        Breakfast    
9:00AM         “Travel Photography for Everyone”-Barbara Macken 

“Outreach Programs to Local, National and International Communities”- for 
EDS and Club Officers. Panel led by Karen Smith, Babs Fickes, Central 
Virginia 

10:00AM         “Recruiting, Training, Motivating and Supporting Club Leaders,” Panel  
“Shopping is on the Itinerary,” Panel 

11:00AM         Questions/Answer Forum with Kathy Thomas  
11:30AM         Wrap-Up- Next Leadership Conference in 2014 - Closing 

YOUR COST FULL BREAKFAST AND PROGRAMS - $25.00 

YOUR COST FOR FULL WEEKEND PROGRAM AS OUTLINED ABOVE: $150.00 
NOON –          Post Conference hosting arrangements. Richard Erckert – 631-549-0179 

“The future of FFLI is dependent on our working together with members stepping forward and 
becoming leaders.  This conference is designed to create future leaders and provide them with the 
strategic tools needed to grow our club and fulfill the mission of Friendship Force International. 

Most importantly, remember WE are the hosts.  How would it look if the hosts don’t show up? Please 
find the time to attend this conference.  The cost is very reasonable.  I’m sure you won’t be 
disappointed.”  Ivan 

Decide on which activities you are interested in and send your checks payable to Friendship Force of 
Long Island to:        Jackie Agdern    6 Summerfield Court, Deer Park, NY 11729 
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION:  Send along with your check a note with your Name;    

Programs you would like to attend; and the Amount  
of check enclosed. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



2013 OUTGOING EXCHANGE: 
June 23-June 30 – Oxfordshire, England 
   June 30- July 6 –   Bristol, England  
EDs Joel Weidenbaum (Oxfordshire) and Eli 
Bluestone (Bristol) are awaiting news from England 
on outline of the trip and matching our members 
with their members.  
2013 INCOMING EXCHANGES: 

MAY 28-JUNE 4: Manitoba, Canada   
As the Christ Church, NZ exchange was 
cancelled, our very enterprising President has 
been able to secure the Canadian club to be 
hosted by us at the same time. Brenda Clinton 
(ED) and Brian Atkins (“Asst. ED) have 
graciously agreed to continue in their roles. 

ASAP PLEASE - Day hosts, 
home hosts, event coordinators, 
etc., etc.  If you are available, 
contact Brenda immediately at:  
718-229-4634 chesley80@aol.com 
or Brian  at:  613-979-2813          
brianis@optonline.net 

SEPTEMBER: Flanders, Belgium –In jeopardy 
No news has been heard from the Belgium ED in 
order to move the exchange forward. 
Possible replacement has been found: Burundi FF 
on the continent of Africa. TBA 

2014 INCOMING EXCHANGE: 
MAY:   Fukuoka, Japan  
2014 OUTGOING EXCHANGE: 
OCTOBER: Brazil – 2- 1 week exchanges to 2 
clubs: Sao Paulo and Sao Jose do Rio Preto. 
ONTARIO CLUB EXCHANGE: For many who 
are not going to England, there is great exchange 
available in Canada, June 18-30.  Our very own 
Brenda Clinton (native Canadian) keeps in touch 
with the Greater Hamilton/ Burlington club in 
Ontario. She has received all the details for this 
exchange from her dear friend Larry Kurtz who is 
the club liaison and past president.  If you are 
interested, contact Brenda.  
Incidentally, Larry Kurtz recently was 
awarded The Wayne Smith Metal which 
honors exceptional service and leadership in 
advancing the mission of Friendship Force.   
Larry has been described as an excellent 
strategist, a quick thinker and a person 
with initiative. He organized and led one of  

the first Friendship Force’s global exchanges and 
shares the belief of  FFI’s values of mutual respect, 
cultural diversity and humanitarian service. 
                                                               

The incomparable Dan Brown, 
one of our founding fathers, 
and early past president of  
FFLI will be exhibiting his 
sculptures at the Huntington  
Arts Council later this year.  

He called Ivan to ask members for help on the 
installation of this exhibit.  As the opening will be 
in September, please contact Fran Neyer at: 631-
547-6702- francesis@optonline.net or Brian Atkins 
at: 613-979-2813- brianis@optonline.net if you will 
be available assist in this event. It would be a fitting 
Thank You to Dan’s longtime service to our chapter 
& Friendship Force.  And what a treat to see his 
amazing works before the opening. Take a look: 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               
ANOTHER ARTIST IN OUR MIDST: 
Brielle Axinn, Jerry’s daughter, had the honor of 
her art work selected from hundreds of entries as a 
Top 12 Finalist for the Washington Post Holiday 
Wrapping Paper Design Contest. As we all know, 
the “apple doesn’t fall far from the tree”.  Mama 
Lori is quite an expert artist also. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                               
                                 
                               DOROTHY PRUNHUBER 

of Manhasset, NY 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
From Bob Duncan, FFBR/Conference Chairman 
“On behalf of Friendship Force of Baton Rouge, I 
want to extend to you a personal invitation to join 
us when the World Comes to New Orleans for this 
year’s FFI International Conference.  I can promise 
it will be a conference as unique and exciting as 
New Orleans itself.”  
Registration is now open for the 2013 World 
Conference being held in New Orleans, Nov. 23 – 
25, 2013. It is advisable to book your reservations 
NOW!  You won’t be disappointed and New 
Orleans is such a great place to visit. 
Don’t delay.  Register for the Conference now at:  
http://www.eventbee.com/v/ffiworldconference201
3         For more information or questions contact 
Debbie Powell at dpowell@thefriendshipforce.org  
    
WORLD TRAVELER/HANG GLIDER, FRAN 
NEYER, ADDING MORE PINS TO HER MAP!  
On April 22nd Fran will be leaving for Barcelona, 
seeing friends in the area and then boarding the MV 
Explorer for a Semester at Sea on April 26th.  This 
is the second year that FFI has arranged for these 
Enrichment Voyages run by the University of 
Virginia. The ship is a former ocean liner with 
amenities that are typically found at a resort yet 
small enough to go to out-of-the-way ports. 
Leading academics, artists and regional experts 
conduct the seminars and workshops. There are also 
pre-planned trips and excursions led by seasoned 
guides which allow the voyagers the opportunity for 
meaningful engagement within the communities 
along each port. 
When the voyage ends, Fran will travel around 
England before returning home on June 5th. 
Fran’s companion on this voyage is a friend from 
Australia, Beth Walters, whom she had met on her 
first outbound exchange around 2000.  Kudos to 
Fran on keeping up with all the wonderful people 
she meets around the world. 
NOTE TO FRAN:  
Don’t forget pictures  
and stories for FFLI. 
Bon Voyage! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Just as Fran found information on the wonderful 
Enrichment Voyage she is going on, you also can 
find incredible outbound exchanges.  There are 
many, many choices from the Emerald Isle in May, 
to Uganda in June with exciting possibilities in 
between- the list goes on and on. Just go to: 
www.friendshipforce.org, click on the catalog link 
and find your favorite spot. 
Ivan even got a personal invitation for us from the 
Michigan FF club to join them traveling to British 
Columbia, June 17-26.  Contact:  Georgia Old, 517-
290-3845 – georgiaold@comcast.net 

                 ********************** 
‘Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-
mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely 
on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable 
views of men and things cannot be acquired by 
vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's 
lifetime.”  Mark Twain  

Personals 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Emma Bluestone – April 4 
Judy Greenberg –April 13 

Kathy Daly – May 6 
And here’s a wish that those who had bone 
replacements this month will soon be dancing a jig: 
Emma Bluestone – New Knee – Feb. 20th at the 
  Hospital for Special Service – Rehab at home 
Norman Roscoe – New Hip –Feb. 25th – St. Francis 
                   Hospital – In rehab there 

A LOOK BACK: 
The past few months have been devoted to many 
meetings, - Ivan and his committees lining up 
events for the conference – transitional meeting for 
new officers and of course our wonderful general 
meetings. 
Power Point presentation in January was given by 
Ivan & Sheila Ziegler on their fascinating trip to the 
Galapagos Islands with National Geographic. 
At the February meeting we were shown a great 
video from Louisville on their exchange with FFLI.  
And here comes March celebrating Friendship 
Force day, eating our “goodies” and looking our 
best in native costumes from places we have visited. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND TO 
            ASSIST YOU  

Have an idea, question or suggestions for programs?                                                                                       
Email Gerry -  jackieagdern@gmail.com or 
            Jerry -  jaxinn1@gmail.com 
Know of any publications we can contact or have 
news worthy stories regarding FF, let Mark know: 

            mark444555@aol.com 
Have changes in your status, phone number,                                                                                                                                                                                                            
address?   Then it’s Judie Gardner:  
                                judiedelano@aol.com              

Your newsletter editor would like to hear from you. 
Send any data on trip adventures, personals to 
    Caroline Mickelsen: rossi.caroline@gmail.com                                                                                                  
All other questions, no matter how big or small...                                                                                                
(WHO ELSE?)  Ivan – sheandi@optonline.net 

  MEMBER PROFILE 
Evelyn Hersh dreamt about travelling around the world since she was a young 
teenager.   She wanted to know new cultures, people and all the beautiful 
landscapes that exist on our planet.  Since she is not one to lie back and just 
“dream” she has more than fulfilled her life’s ambition.  Places she has been 
reads like a Frommer’s Travel Guide book. Her first trip was to Italy. With 
her husband she went on many private voyages as well as many outbound 
exchanges with Friendship Force. She has been to such exotic places as Fiji, 
Siberia, Mongolia, Vietnam, Iceland, Japan, cities in South America and 
Central America as well as four countries in Africa. Europe was not left out, 

Budapest, Czechoslovakia, Prague, France and, of course, let us not forget Australia.   
Evelyn was born in the Bronx where she attended elementary school and high school.  She went 
on to receive a bachelor’s degree at Hunter College where she majored in language, and married 
her childhood sweetheart, Bob Levinson. Unfortunately Bob died when he was only 37.  
Evelyn, a widow with young children was alone and on her own facing the enormous task of 
taking care of the children and making sure she had enough money to provide for all of them.  
Having moved to LI with Bob she applied for and obtained a job at Stony Brook Medical 
Center.  All who knew her at that time were surprised to hear she was a widow. Her incredible 
strength and master of adversity made everyone think she was a “gay divorcee.”  
With all this on her plate, she managed to attend Stony Brook University for her graduate work 
receiving a master’s degree in Health Service Administration. She remained working at Stony 
Brook for 21 years.  During the last 8 years there she was administrator of radiation oncology. 
At 50 years of age she met and married Irwin Hersh and they were happily married for 31 years.  
Evelyn and Irwin attended the seminars given by Bernie Lipsky who was instrumental in 
starting FFLI.  Being the consummate travelers that they were they immediately joined the club 
and became quite active- home hosting and going on many outbound exchanges. 
To this day Evelyn remains an avid traveler who is looking forward to her next trip on a river 
cruise going from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 
 

YOUR LONG ISLAND 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OFFICERS: 

 
● President: Ivan Ziegler 

● Vice President: Judy Gardner, 
                        Chairperson of Membership 

● Vice-Presidents:Gerry Pollatos, Jerry Axinn 
                       Chairpersons of Programs 

● Treasurer: Jackie Agdern 

● Recording Secretaries: Joel Weidenbaum, 
                                               Kathy Daly                                            

● Publicity: Mark Heend,  
                      Chairperson of Public Relations 

● Newsletter:  Caroline Mickelsen 


