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Looking back over  the 

past year, I can’t help but 

be pleased at the activities 

that  our club has enjoyed. 

Hosting a wonderful Re-

gional Conference in 

April; hosting the Manito-

ba club in May; visiting 

England in June; and 

hosting a group from Tex-

as and Louisiana in Octo-

ber, our members have 

had the opportunity to 

make new friends from all 

over the world. In addi-

tion, 6 of our members, 

including Sheila and I, 

attended the Annual FFI 

World Conference in New 

Orleans in November and 

had another great experi-

ence, as you will read 

about elsewhere in our 

Newsletter. 
In addition to the ex-

changes and the confer-

ence for which so many 

of you worked so hard, 

2013 was a year of firsts. 

We participated, for the 

first time in the Over 50 

Fair and succeeded in at-

tracting some new mem-

bers and we awarded our 

first Wayne Smith Medal-

lion to Dan Brown, a most 

deserving and grateful 

recipient. The medallion 

also included a $500 do-

nation by the club in 

Dan’s honor to the FFI 

Legacy Fund. Our gener-

osity didn’t end there, as 

our members, in lieu of a 

Holiday Grab bag, donat-

ed over $350 to Save the 

Children, and provided 

several large boxes full of 

gifts for our service men 

and women serving in 

Afghanistan. Certainly a 

great deal for all of us to 

be proud of. 
Looking forward – As I 

begin my fourth, AND 

FINAL, year as your 

President, I am very en-

thusiastic about the things 

we have planned, begin-

ning with the incoming 

exchange from Fukuoka, 

Japan in May. Our mem-

bers will really be extend-

ing themselves in re-

sponse to the passionate 

request by the Fukuoka 

club. We will be hosting 

23 ambassadors, a record 

for our club, and an ex-

change that will require 

major efforts by all of our 

club members. I know 

that Joel Weidenbaum 

(ED) and Kathy Daly 

(asst. ED) can count on all 

of your support. This will 

be a Friendship Force 

happening in the truest 

sense of the word. 
After hosting Fukuoka, 

we will be visiting Louis-

ville, KY. as a reciprocal 

exchange in June; hosting 

the FF club from Saitama, 

Japan in September, and 

visiting 2 Brazilian clubs 

in October. A very busy 

schedule indeed. This is a 

great time to be a member 

of Friendship Force of 

Long Island, and I en-

courage you all to pass on 

the excitement to your 

friends, as we can certain-

ly use more members to 

share in the excitement. 
To all our “snowbird” 

members – Have a great, 

warm winter and to all 

our members, Sheila and I 

wish you a Healthy, Hap-

py, and “Friendly” New 

Year. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS & CHAIRPERSONS 

President   

Ivan Ziegler  

sheandi@optonline.net 

Vice President of Programming  

Gerry Pollatos                          

631-704-6036 

Co-Vice President of Membership  

Co-Newsletter Editor 

Jackie Agdern                               

jackieagdern@gmail.com                   

631-253-4560 

Co-Secretary                         

Kathy Daly                                 

kdaly21@verizon.net            

631-549-3524 

Treasurer  

Richard Erckert             

rerckert@gmail.com       

631-549-0179 

Co-Publicity  

Social Activities 

Susan Schechter                                      

baygull2@verizon.net 

Co-Newsletter Editor  

Dorothy Andrews                                    

Libadcra@verizon.net 

Co-Vice President of Membership 

Judie Gardner 

judiedelano@aol.com  

631-549-9191 

Co-Publicity  

Morris Stoler 

516-528-3050  

Co-Secretary                       

Joel Weidenbaum                        

joel.weidenbaum@gmail.com  

561-482-3980 (until 4/24/14) 
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Sheri Berman is happy to be a new member  of Fr iendship Force Long Island.  

She recently moved from West Islip to Dix Hills where she’s settling in to her new 

digs, making friends and generally enjoying her new beginning. Sheri was an avid 

traveler years ago and looks forward to experiencing some new places and meeting 

interesting people.  She would like to share the adventures that FF has to offer both as 

a traveler and as a  host.  Since retiring Sheri has taken up pottery and spend lots of 

time in the ceramic studio working on new creations. She also enjoys knitting, mov-

ies, reading, classical music and photography.  Sheri looks forward to making some 

wonderful memories.  

Joan Baillargeon is single, and retired from social working this past Novem-

ber.  Her only adult son lives with her in a coop in Douglaston, NY.  She enjoys 

the outdoors, beach, waterfalls, generally all things in nature.  Her hobbies are 

growing house plants, going to the movies, spending time with friends and reading 

a good book.  Joan has started an exercise program and volunteers at the Youth 

Group on Friday nights at the church she attends.  Joan’s travel experience is lim-

ited so she joined Friendship Force in hopes to expand her experience and travel 

with others.   

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

FFLI, our experiences so far, and 

how we're enjoying our club. Bi-

ographies of some of the people 

who joined as a result of that par-

ty are elsewhere in this issue of 

the Newsletter, and others will be 

seen in future editions. Due to the 

success of this dessert party, we 

have decided to hold two more 

"orientation" meeting dessert par-

ties later this year- one in March, 

and another in July. If you know 

of someone who may be interest-

ed in attending such an event, 

please email or phone in infor-

mation to Jackie or Judie, and we 

will contact these potential mem-

bers about parties as the date(s) 

draw near with more information. 

In another effort to attract new 

members, and also to make our 

Our Long Island Chapter is 

blooming! At the present time, we 

have 61 members.  

This past fall, there was an "Over 

Fifty Fair” held at the Marriott 

Melville, where we set up a table 

to tell people about our organiza-

tion. It was quite a rousing suc-

cess for us, and brought a flurry 

of interest from people who like 

to travel and make new friends. 

Following that event, we decided 

to hold a small group meeting for 

those people who wanted to know 

more about Friendship Force. A 

dessert party was held at the home 

of Ivan and Sheila Ziegler in Oc-

tober, attended by eight of our  

members and 6 potential new 

members, where we spoke about 

how we each got involved with 

meetings more accessible and 

attractive to people all over the 

Island, we are investigating ad-

ditional meeting venues. We 

plan to visit sites in central Nas-

sau County. If you know of any 

restaurants that have private 

meeting rooms, are inexpensive 

to rent, and are capable of serv-

ing hot drinks and cookies, 

please let Jackie or Judie know 

about them. We especially are 

hoping to find a location near 

the Roosevelt Field Mall, be-

cause of its central location. We 

may also want to explore central 

locations east of Route 110 as 

possibilities. Our meetings will 

alternate among the old and new 

venues. 

Reported by Judie Gardner 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
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On December 2, 45 members attended the annual 

holiday party at Black Forest Brew Haus in Farm-

ingdale. Thanks to Frances Neyer, Harriet Wei-

denbaum and Kathy Daly for arranging the dinner. 

President Ivan Ziegler served as master of ceremo-

nies  and skillfully led us through the evening’s 

themes of partying, commendations and philanthro-

py. 

 

Brian Atkins provided entertainment and convinced 

the members to contribute to Save the Children in-

stead of the traditional gift exchange. In addition, 

Kathy Daly proposed a collection of items for a US 

Army Company led by her niece, Captain Liz Verar-

do, stationed at Fort Campbell, KY (She was de-

ployed to Afghanistan on December 27). At least 35 

pounds of sundries and foods were collected.  

 

The “Wayne Smith Award” was granted to our long- 

standing member, Dan Brown, in recognition of his 

outstanding contribution to our club. As a former 

president Dan was instrumental in providing leader-

ship and increasing membership during a critical 

time period. Lottie Bennett and Evelyn Hersh re-

called their personal friendships with Dan and his 

wife Marilyn.  Testimonials of gracious home stays 

with the Browns were relayed from Ambassadors 

Lisa and Dan Macmaster of Vancouver, and Donna 

and Larry Wyatt from Edmonton by club members.  

 

Also recognized was Caroline Mickelson for her 

outstanding contributions  to our club as a thespian 

leading us into unchartered waters of skits and sto-

ries.  Caroline has also served as newsletter writer, 

publisher and editor earning recognition from both 

our club and other FFI club members. 

 

Reported by Kathy Daly 

2013 HOLIDAY CELEBRATION  Lively & Memorable 

Lottie, Dan & Evelyn 

 Kathy & Captain Liz Verardo 

Dan & Ivan 
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At the right time and with 

the right idea, FFLI dis-

carded the old habit of 

grab bag giving at the Hol-

iday Party. Instead by act-

ing on Brian’s idea, we 

collected $370 for Save 

the Children fund. This 

money will go to buy ani-

mals for poor people by 

which they can feed them-

selves and eventually gain 

profit by sale of the prod-

ucts. The money will buy a 

sheep, 2 goats, a hive of 

bees, a small fish farm, 

and a donkey. We can re-

joice in having made a siz-

able gift to those who truly 

need and will appreciate it. 

Holiday Gift Giving Reveals Many Generous Hearts 

Holiday Gift Giving  

Plans are being finalized 

for our reciprocal June 17 

– 22nd outbound exchange 

to Louisville, KY.  There 

are 18 Long Island ambas-

sadors going, with room 

for two more.  Plans are 

being formalized for an 

extension, post-exchange 

to Nashville. If you are 

interested in joining us, 

please contact me this 

month.   

                                    

Sheila Ziegler - ED 

Outbound Exchange Updates - 2014 

Brazil October 19-November 1 

 

Fifteen  Ambassadors from our club are excited to visit Sao Jose do Rio 

Preto & Sao Paulo this Fall.  At the Friendship Force International 

Conference in New Orleans, I met Suely Ortiz, the President of the Sao 

Paulo Club.  Her club is delighted to host us, & looking forward to it.  

Some of our group are planning to extend the trip to include Iguazu 

Falls & Rio de Janiero.  

 

Judy Greenberg & Jackie Agdern - EDs 

Suely Ortiz & Jackie 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Coat_of_arms_of_S%C3%A3o_Jos%C3%A9_do_Rio_Preto_SP.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bras%C3%A3o_da_cidade_de_S%C3%A3o_Paulo.svg
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What a memorable experience – attending the biggest annual Friendship Force International convention in his-

tory.  This conference attracted 700 ambassadors from 38 countries and 88 USA regions.  It was one happy 

gigantic reunion plus an opportunity to meet new ambassadors, and to learn from one another.  Mike and Eve-

lyn, Jackie and Gerry and Ivan and I had a blast.    

  

The conference began with introductions to the FFI staff and Board of Directors followed by the keynote ad-

dress from FFI’s new President and CEO, Joy DiBenedetto.  Each delegation was introduced, the Host Cup 

was presented to the Baton Rouge club, and awards were presented. 

  

Two series of workshops were offered, before and after a Cajun lunch. 

These were followed by a performance in the Grand Ballroom by Her-

itage, a professional gospel choir performing Negro spirituals.   

  

Sunday was spent participating in two more Workshop Sessions. We 

were free then to explore New Orleans with our new friends. 

  

The Gala Banquet on Sunday night was amazing.  Many of the ambas-

sadors, especially those from Japan, Indonesia, Vietnam and Africa 

were dressed in their native attire.  The host club of New Orleans pro-

vided entertainment by a jazz band, costumed people on stilts, mimes, and a Cajun style buffet dinner.  Your 

LI delegates were easily identifiable by the Statue of Liberty crowns we were wearing!  Take a look at FFI’s 

web site, www.friendshipforce.org for pictures.  After dinner, the parade King and Queen (Osa Meekins of 

Southern NJ & Ann Errington from Devon, UK)  were announced. Then arrayed in masks, rally towels and an 

armful of colorful beads we were ushered out the hotel and lined up behind a motorcycle police escort. All 700 

of us formed our rendition of a Mardi Gras parade down Bourbon Street.   

  

During the conference, we met several ambassadors from Fukuoka and Saitama.  They have a long list of peo-

ple who are anxious to be hosted by our club and begged for more beds. (Hint, hint.)  We also connected with 

the President of Sao Paulo, Brazil club, and they are looking forward to hosting us next fall. 

  

On Sunday morning we were treated to a performance of Basin Street Blues by Edward Petersen and Don 

Vappie. Everyone was  invited to the 2014 FFI World Conference in Auckland and the 2015 conference in 

Vancouver, Canada.  Plan ahead to attend one or both.  I guarantee you that you will enjoy and profit and re-

turn on an FFI high!  The traditional conference conclusion was all ambassadors standing, linking hands and 

singing “Let there be Peace on Earth.”                                                                  Reported by Sheila Ziegler 

FFI Annual World Conference 
New Orleans, LA November 23-25, 2013 

www.ffli.net 

ffLongIsland.inquiries@gmail.com 

Left: Aster 

Hotel  

 

Center: 6 New 

Yorkers 

 

Right:  Queen 

Ann & King 

Osa 
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New Orleans is a great city 

for tourists with many 

places to visit within an 8 

by 13 block area. In the 

four days prior to the con-

ference, we (Jackie 

Agdern, Gerry Pollatos, 

Evelyn Johnston and   

Mike Livorno) watched 

street musi-

cians performing a variety 

of music genres, and en-

joyed coffee and beignets 

at Cafe du Monde, pralines 

at the Southern Bakery, Po 

boys, fried oysters, and 

other Creole and Cajun 

dishes. The French Market 

displayed a variety of 

wares as did other shops. 

We witnessed a marriage 

in Jackson Park, visited St. 

Louis Cathedral, the oldest 

active Roman Catholic 

Cathedral in the U.S., and 

examined an exhibition of 

Mardi Gras artifacts, in-

cluding costumes, ornate 

masks, photos, and histo-

ries of the " Krewes"  

(clubs, tribes, and groups 

such as “The Baby Dolls" 

the first African American 

female group to partici-

pate)  that march in the 

parade. 

 A Thursday night perfor-

mance of the Preservation 

Hall Brass Band 

was memorable.  

We toured the Lafayette 

Cemetery (the oldest cem-

etery in New Orleans) and 

conversed with a resident 

of the Garden District who 

gave us tangerines from 

his garden. Another all day 

tour within the Garden 

District showed us beauti-

ful homes belonging to 

Sandra Bullock, John 

Goodman, and Archie 

Manning.   After a lunch at 

the Commanders Palace 

featuring a wonderful tur-

tle soup we ended at the 

national World War Two 

Museum  with extensive 

exhibits of the war in Eu-

rope and the Pacific. 

It was a great week of 

sightseeing, shopping, eat-

ing, and partying  topped 

off by a terrific Conven-

tion. 

 

Reported by Mike Livorno 

A Wonderful City - New Orleans 

Drinking famous 

Hurricanes at 

Pat O’Brian’s  

Enjoying our PoBoys 

Commander’s Palace 

Infamous Turtle Soup 

Top: Gra’pa singing in the street 

Bottom: St Louis Cathedral at Jackson Sq 

Top: Café du Monde 

Bottom: Old & New Tombs 
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On Sunday, I toured the huge 

exhibition of figures carved 

from radishes to celebrate the 

Noche de Rabanos [the Night 

of the Radishes] in Oaxaca 

Mexico. These special radishes 

are heavy, long, contorted roots 

up to 2 feet long and  10 

pounds. Artists and their fami-

lies compete for prizes with 

their scenes of religious tab-

leaux, villages, historical events 

and mythical tales. There will 

be animals, saints, conquista-

dors, the Virgin Mary and infant 

Jesus, troupes of dancers in eth-

nic costumes, symphonic bands, 

etc. The festival officially began 

in 1987 but the sculptures 

by artists had been a traditional 

part of the holiday festivals for 

many years before.   

Reported by Dorothy Andrews   

MEETINGS                                

February 10, 7:30PM - Execu-

tive Board Meeting at Gerry    

Pollatos’.  All are welcome. 

February 20, 7:30PM - Ambas-

sadors going on the Brazil Ex-

change at Judy Greenberg’s. 

March 3, 7:30PM - Executive Board Meeting at the 

Bluestone’s.  All are welcome. 

March 24, 7:30PM - General Meeting at the Blue La-

goon, Lindenhurst. 

***Note:  No General Meetings in January or Febru-

ary. 

NOCHE de RABANOS 

 Our preliminary program will provide our guests 

with a wonderful variety of New York experienc-

es.  The Erckert’s, assisted by Joel Weidenbaum, 

will be leading the group on an exploration of 

Lower Manhattan.   Ivan Ziegler will be leading a 

second day of exploration in Midtown/Uptown 

Manhattan.  Brian Atkins is planning the wel-

come dinner…our ‘traditional’ NY Deli theme. 

Reported by Joel Weidenbaum 

 

 

There will be between 22 and 24 Ambassadors visiting us 

– making this the largest exchange our club has ever host-

ed.  The hosting ‘assignments’ are still in a state of flux as 

there continue to be changes in the incoming ambassador 

group.   We have arranged a 32 passenger bus to transport 

all our guests from JFK to the “Park and Drive” in Hun-

tington, where they will be met by their hosts.  

INBOUND EXCHANGE UPDATE - Fukuoka, Japan - May 12-19, 2014 

Had any unusual travel experiences, met 

unique people, tasted new foods? If so, let us 

know about them. Your travel adventures might 

spark others to consider a similar voyage plus 

we are interested in knowing about our mem-

bers and their trips. Write your story and send 

to Dorothy Andrews, Editor for review. 

For the March Issue, submit by February 15th.   


