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                                                  IN FRIENDSHIP   IVAN ZieGLER, president 
                                       A toast to all our members and their families as well as to all of our friends around the  
                                       world.  Here’s to a very good year for all 
       

  “FRIENDSHIP FORCE HAPPENINGS BEFORE YOU KNOW IT”  
Though winter has barely started, I am already looking forward with eager anticipation to the beginning of 
spring. A lot of my excitement is linked to Friendship Force - related activities both on a personal and club 
level.  
On the personal level, Sheila and I will be welcoming Laima and Rihard Plepe to our home for about 6 days, 
starting in late March. For those of you who didn’t travel to Latvia with the club in 2011, they are the couple 
who hosted us like royalty in their home for a week. They recently emailed us that they are planning a trip to the 
U.S. in late March and wanted to spend a week with us. In response I suggested the summer as a better time to 
travel to Long Island, but as they responded in their limited English:  “Of course, we realize that this is not the 
best time to travel. But this time for us is more important to meet good friends.”               

Isn’t that what Friendship Force is all about? – Faces not Places. We will try to schedule some time for them to share 
with the other friends from FFLI that they made during our exchange. 

From April 5 to 7, our club will be hosting the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic FFI Regional Conference at the 
Sheraton Long Island Hotel. A great conference has been planned and we are encouraging all of you to attend 
various programs and activities over the course of the weekend. We will resume the planning meetings in a few 
weeks, but things are pretty set. You will enjoy excellent dinners, fun entertainment and wonderful programs 
during the conference. We may also have the opportunity to say goodbye to George Brown, the long - time 
President of Friendship Force International, who will be retiring later this year. So please put it on your 
calendar. A flyer regarding the conference will be going out to you very soon, along with special FFLI member 
pricing.  Please respond. You can also offer to be a home host for conference participants for a couple of days 
after the exchange. Please contact me if you are interested. 
May 28th to June 4th will bring a group from Christchurch, New Zealand to our homes. All of you who 
participated in the last incoming exchange with the club from Marlborough, NZ will remember, I’m sure, what 
a fun group New Zealanders are. Contact Brenda Clinton, our ED, if you want to participate in this exchange. 

One final thought – I want to personally thank Carol Weston and Betty Schmitt for the time both have devoted 
over the past few years as members of our Exec Board. Carol will be transferring her duties as Membership 
Chair to Judie Gardner and Betty will be giving her publicity work to Mark Heend, one of our newest members. 
We welcome both to the Board. I also want to thank Kathy Daly who will be moving from Treasurer to assist 
Joel Weidenbaum as Recording Secretary and welcome Jackie Agdern as our new Treasurer. It is the fine work 
of volunteers like these that have made our club so successful.         Come On Spring!

 



IT’S BEEN A YEAR OF GOOD NEWS, SAD 
NEWS & SOME NEWS A LITTLE OF BOTH  
Hurricane Sandy slammed into the East Coast on 
Monday, Oct. 29, 2012.  People come together in 
rough times and this was evident in the face of this 
storm. Strangers picked each other up and supported 
each other and many of our members in the 
Huntington area which was hit pretty badly received 
support from other members. Here are some of their 
stories during those difficult days. 

Loss of power was of one of the biggest problems.  
Michele Peppers lost power for a week When the 
Nor’easter hit she had people stay with her as she 
had electricity by then. Miriam & Myron Hirsch 
lost power for 2 weeks.  Because of a gas fireplace 
they did not freeze but had to throw out a full 
freezer of filet mignon and other food. However, 
being very innovative, they saved many refrigerator 
items by pacing them outside in a box and they 
cooked on a 2 burner camp stove and outside grill. 
Judy Greenberg also was out of power but 
fortunately for only one week so she could get her 
many Emails from friends in Germany, Canada and 
Cheyenne who were all very concerned.  “Very 
heartwarming as we don’t realize the impact we 
have on the people we meet.”  Miriam Yutkowitz 
was so fortunate that Maybelle Lum had insisted 
she accept her down comforter before she moved. 
What a godsend on those cold, cold nights without 
power.  As she said: “I hearkened back to what it 
must have been like before the advent of electricity 
– you know, in bed when darkness fell and up when 
the rooster crowed.” Others such as Lorraine 
Jerome had even more problems.  Four feet of 
water had entered her home and she lost everything 
on that first floor. She had to evacuate. Roslyn 
Sesso and others offered their homes for her to stay. 
She is in Florida until her home is restored and 
sends hugs and kisses to all. Brenda Clinton went 
to the Red Cross Shelter in Manhasset where her 
friend Martin was having been evacuated from his 
home in Long Beach. His friend Sam was with 
him...and you guessed it... the ever caring Brenda 
brought both home with her.  She stated: “Of course 
only after inquiring about Sam’s character. Who 
would have thought I would have an orthodox 
Jewish Cantor in my home? What an enriching 
experience for all of us. When my daughter heard 
about this she said I couldn’t have left them in the 
shelter.  Ah, I raised that girl right!” 

Brian Atkins sent us the following photos. “A little 
fun with Sandy.  If there could have been any, I 

found it. But I sure wish I had charged my cell 
phone last night.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
                               Of course, trees fell everywhere.      

                               Betty Schmitt was grateful       
           c                  that the 35’ tree that went down      
                               in her yard hit only the outdoor   
                               shed and not her house. 
                                                                                   
Sheila & Ivan Ziegler rescued many friends who 
had lost power and had them stay at their home for 
two weeks... (bagels were included.) 

And here is a wonderful story from Kathy Daly:  
               ORPHANS OF THE STORM   
When Hurricane Sandy blew into town, we were 
faced with a storm of unprecedented magnitude.  
Along with other Long Islanders, I stocked up on 
food, ice, flashlights and batteries in anticipation of 
the hurricane.  I also did something else.  I took in a 
fellow member of our club. In Friendship Force we 
are accustomed to providing hospitality to members 
from domestic clubs and those around the world, So 
when Susan Schechter called me from a shelter to 
say that she and her husband, Gary, were evacuated 
from their home in Bayville, I did what any member 
would do and said “you can come to my house and 
say with me.” 
While my home escaped major storm damage, I was 
without power for 10 days. During this time Susan  
and Gary returned to their home and I came along  
to see for myself what happed to their community.  
We found starfish and shells and other sea life  
inhabiting the streets of Bayville from the storm 
surge.  Thankfully, the Schechter home escaped 
major damage. Susan and Gary returned to their  
home after spending several days with me in  
Huntington.  However, without any power they  
found living conditions difficult.  So when Michele 
Peppers invited Susan, Gary and me to stay at her  
home because her electricity had already been  
restored we were happy to oblige her.  We’re 
grateful to our friends in Friendship Force for  
taking us in, “the orphans from the storm.”                                   

 



BRIAN ATKINS still keeps in close contact with 
our friends from San Antonio after so many years. 
As Brian stated “After all, that’s what it’s all 
about!” Barbara Carr who stayed at his house wrote:                                       

“Pedro and I went up to St. Marie’s (close to 
Spokane) to volunteer with some migrant work. We 
learnt how to plant Melissa and harvest Lavender 
for distillation into essential oils.  Pedro uses oils in 
his massage therapy.  I wish I could send pics but I 
am still hacking away at this dinosaur which refuses 
to cooperate with me on sending pics. 
Pedro and I were in Wichita for the SW Conference.  
I learned so much about Wichita that I never knew 
before. 

I still hope you will come to San Antonio some day.  
When we had the exchange in LI Pedro and I stayed 
at your house, you were our very favorite host.  I 
still rave about you. Tell your Mom, “She done 
well” (and, of course, all FFLI members agree). 
Love, Barb   

2013 OUTGOING EXCHANGE: 
June 23-June 30 – Oxfordshire, England 
   June 30- July 6 –   Bristol, England   
Time does fly by very quickly and we will soon be 
wishing Bon Voyage to the lucky ambassadors 
going on this exchange. If you wish to be on any 
“wait list” contact Joel Weidenbaum, ED for 
Oxfordshire:   joel.weidenbaum@gmail.com 
Eli Bluestone for Bristol: elibluestone@gmail.com 
Bristol sent us their greetings for Christmas in their 
latest newsletter which also included a recap of 
2012. They were part of the group of 400 members 
who went to Hiroshima, of all symbolic places, to 
attend the annual World Conference which was a 
great success. It was a celebration of the worthy 
goals of FF founded on the belief that friendship 
is a powerful force for change in the world. 
2013 INCOMING EXCHANGES: 

Please contact EDs to volunteer for these exchanges 
MAY 28-JUNE 4: Christ Church - New Zealand   
   ED: Brenda Clinton -  chesley80@aol.com 
ASS’T ED: Brian Atkins - brianis@optonline.net 
Note: Home hosts who have volunteered and 
have not sent in the application please do so 
ASAP: to Brenda Clinton - 4802 Browvale Lane 
Little Neck, NY, 11362 - 718-229-4634 
SEPTEMBER: Flanders, Belgium  
  ED-Jerry Axinn:   Jaxinn1@gmail.com  
             
   

                                   

                                   
 
These are the dates we will be hosting THE FFI 
NORTHEAST & MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE at the Sheraton Hotel, Long Island. 
There will be dinners and entertainment on Fri. and 
Sat. nights. The Southern New Jersey club inserted 
the following in their newsletter announcing this 
very important event: 
   “Friends are Strangers We’ve Yet To Meet” 
We will also home host participants for up to 3 
evenings after the conference (April 9-12) No 
activities will be planned...strictly an individual 
hosting experience. Please volunteer by dropping an 
Email to Ivan. 

OPERA NEWS 
Our “maven” on opera, Miriam Yutkowitz, has 
introduced us to OPERA NIGHT At St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church in Northport. Culture mingles 
with neighborly warmth at this monthly event. 
Contact Miriam for dates - 631-757-7901 
kievyutko@hotmail.com 

                      Personals 
Happy Birthday     Susan Schechter - January 1st                 
\                             Ivan Ziegler – February 7th 
                            Mike Hirsch – February 17th 
                          Dorothy Andrews –February 24th                    
A special prayer is being requested by Brenda 
Clinton who has family in Newtown, Ct.  Her 
grandson attends elementary school there but not 
Sandy Hook. They are all trying to deal with the 
grief by focusing on all the kind deeds & generosity 
that is being showered on the community. 
Brenda also wrote us about her FF Cheyenne, WY. 
guest and friend Rosalie Pindell who died quite 
suddenly on July 16th.  Rosalie’s daughter Darla 
wrote the following:  “I know that Mom loved her 
trip to NY. and her time with you. Thanks to you all 
for her friendship with FFLI.” 
Betty Schmitt sent a thank you to all our members 
for their support when she had her operation for a 
pace marker.  Your cards, Emails and calls were 
greatly appreciated. 
Oops! In our last newsletter Harold Ostrow was 
incorrectly listed as Howard. Excuser une erreur! 
 



 
RSVP POLICY 
Since too many members sign up for events and 
then cancel, we have been forced to now insist that 
you will only be counted when our treasurer 
confirms receipt of your check.  Due to the fact that 
tickets are purchased and food ordered based on 
promises of attendance we would be out of money 
if checks don’t arrive. 

LONG ISLAND CONVENTION SITE 
The “Long Island” magazine that is stuffed in the 
backpack of our ambassadors is now available 
online or on your mobile phone.  This information 
was sent to us by our very resourceful member, 
Brian Atkins. The official internet address is: 
           http://m.discoverlongisland.com 
Visitors can find here complete information on area 
beaches, Long Island Wine Country, museums, etc. 
etc.  Pick your category.  You will find it all here as 
well as mapping and directions. It us a great service 
from the Long Island Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.  As Brian suggests, you may want to send 
this information to incoming ambassadors BEFORE 
they arrive as well as it is a good resource for you in 
general. 

TRAVEL ALERTS 
Since we have only one outgoing exchange this year 
with limited accommodations, all you avid travelers 
out there really should go to the Friendship Force 
International web site:  www.thefriendshipforce.org 

Want to discover the United States?  
Here are some themed exchanges you can apply to 
join such as: 
              ALL ABOUT BIRDS- April 7-14 -Join  
              birders in Texas to watch the spring      
                   migration. This is one that should be of   
                       special interest to Joel Weidenbaum,   
                                our master photographer, 
                                  especially of birds.  
 

 
Others include The Pioneer Spirit-Apr 3-24, 
(cowboys, Indians and culture of the great Plaines) 
as well as Movie & Media-Hollywood-May 18-25 
(behind the scenes look at the entertainment world)  
On Aug. 16-28 you can explore Canada from the 
Prairies to the Rockies hosted by the Friendship 
Force Club of Edmonton.  
                                        The International Front – 
                                         So many to choose from. 
                                          Is there one for YOU? 

MARCH: Sahara Dessert in Morocco 
                 Ecological journey in New Zealand 
                 Halong Bay to Ho Chi Minh-Vietnam 
                Ancient wonders in Chile, Peru & Mexico 
                Diverse people & sights-Sao Paulo, Brazil 
APRIL:   Discover the Old West-Ft.Worth, TX. 
                2013 Asia Pacific Festival, Australia 
                Walk along the Great Wall of China 
MAY:     Explore the great Panama Canal 
                Cultural journey through Peru 
                Cycling in Belgium & the Netherlands 
JUNE:    “Green City in the Sun”- Nairobi, Kenya 
                Make a difference in Uganda 
                Beer and chocolate – Belgium 
“We live in a wonderful world that is full of 
beauty, charm and adventure.  There is no end to 
the adventures we can have if only we seek them 
with our eyes open.”   Jawaharial Nehru 

A LOOK BACK 
Some of us attended the musical,  
A CHRISTMAS CAROL in  
Oakdale.  It was excellent. Our  
own Sue Roscoe looked great.  
She had many costume changes.  
This was quite a performance in  
itself. Kudos also to the director. 
            And Bravo Sue! 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
JAN. 28TH - General Meeting   7:30 PM   Social 7:00 PM - Huntington Yacht Club 
          PRESENTATION: IVAN & SHEILA ZIEGLER - GALAPAGOS EXPLORATION    
Feb. 25th - General Meeting 7:30 PM Social 7:00 PM Blue Lagoon (Dinner arrive 5:30 PM) 
            PRESENTATION: VIDEO FROM LOUISVILLE ON THEIR EXCHANGE WITH FFLI 
MARCH 18th- World Friendship Celebration – 7:39PM Social 7PM –Huntington Yacht Club 
                  BRING A GUEST AND AN INTERNATIONAL DESSERT – MORE DETAILS TBA 
APRIL 5-7 –THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE WE ARE HOSTING AT THE SHERATON L.I.  HOTEL 
                                   WATCH YOUR EMAILS FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 



OUR GENERAL MEETING, Nov 26, 2012 
Due to hurricane Sandy which disrupted power and 
the scarcity of gas, not to mention the flooding of 
the Huntington Yacht club, our general meeting on 
October was postponed to November and was held 
at the Blue Lagoon.  Jerry Axinn gave a slide show 
of Peru and the announcement was made of new 
officers for 2013-2015.  We were fortunate to have 
Barbara Macken, our regional director with us, who 
gave us many updates on FFI and assisted with the 
planning of our forthcoming regional conference. 
She stayed with Sheila and Ivan during her time on 
Long Island (and of course, was feted to bagels...as 
well as other goodies).  Jackie Agdern day-hosted. 
 
LOUISVILLE, KY. INCOMING EXCHANGE 
ED for this exchange, Jackie Agdern, received an 
evaluation report from Cheryl Kinberger who was 
president at that time. She reported that her 
members unanimously voted this exchange: 
“Excellent-Great, truly a once in a lifetime 
experience.” They found our members very friendly 
and welcoming. 
They loved everything from the Welcome Dinner:     
A Taste of New York 
 
                    
                                               
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
to The 
Dolan DNA 
Learning 
Center (a 
 favorite)  
“A very great 
experience = 
would have  
liked more  
time there.” 
And on to: 
 

 
 NYC-“Busy- but what a  
fabulous day! The help you 
gave us to get the most out 
of the city was amazing. 
Ivan went out of his way to 
accommodate our wishes. 
It was a good idea to divide  
into small groups.” 
 
 
& “the lovely town of Stony Brook plus the 
Wetlands Cruise with such a very knowledgeable 
guide who was most interesting and informative.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And, of course, another favorite, the Farewell 
Dinner. “Wonderful variety at this restaurant 
called The China Buffet. Lots of  fun. We love the  
T-shirts as well all the great members of FFLI”.                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            PS:  On the minus side: Many were not  
            impressed with the Long Island Museum 
and      and found “The Sagtikos Mansion was   
            interesting but dirty and the visit was too  
            long.” 
            On the plus side:  “An incredible exchange.        
            Enjoyed every minute, the activities, the       
           parties, the food, our wonderful, loving  
             hosts. Thank you for everything.  
                         See you in Louisville!” 
          

 



CHRISTMAS PARTY 
We managed to solve some last minute problems with Sandy and headed out to Zan’s Kosher Deli in Lake 
Grove on Mon., Dec. 10th.  Our Captain, Brian Atkins, had arranged everything in his usual competent manner 
and a great time was had by all as you can see from the following pictures.  On hand were the grab bag items. 
Sheila brought in a package of lottery tickets to raffle off and Sue Roscoe worked very hard editing a 3 act play 
into a skit. Then of course there was Ivan leading us in song and dance.  Incidentally, Carol Weston won the 
raffle and made $40.00 from the tickets.  Hooray for Carol! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                              Yes, it was a great evening of fun 
                                                                      and fellowship with the Friendship Force 
                                                                                         Long Island family 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR LEADERS ARE ALWAYS ON HAND TO           
            ASSIST YOU  

Have an idea, question or need info for a program?                                         
       Email Gerry -  jackieagdern@gmail.com or 
                  Jerry  -  jaxinn1@gmail.com 
Know of any publications we can contact or have 
news worthy stories regarding FF, let Mark know: 

            mark444555@aol.com 
Have changes in your status, phone number,                                   
address?   Then it’s Judie Gardner:  
                                judiedelano@aol.com              

Your newsletter editor would like to hear from you. 
Send any data on trip adventures, personals to 
    Caroline Mickelsen: rossi.caroline@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                
All other questions, no matter how big or small...                             
(WHO ELSE?)  Ivan – sheandi@optonline.net

MEMBER PROFILE 
Vivacious Lottie Bennett, the second President of FFLI, was born in the Bronx.  She attended 
Walton High School. Its motto Semper Fidelis means “always faithful’’ and the school seal 
is an open book supported by the “torch of learning”, all of which so aptly describes our 
Lottie. She went on to Hunter College choosing psychology for her major and education for 
her minor. 

                                   At her sweet16 birthday party, given her by a friend, an interesting young man seemed to be  
                                   looking at her quite often. She thought nothing of this until a year later when he called to ask  
                                   her for a date.  That young man was Al Bennett who became her steady beau.  They hit if off  
                                   immediately and were married in 1950. 
Al became a field engineer for Sperry Corporation and was assigned to the branch in Pebble Beach, California.  
Then he was transferred to Wichita, Kansas.  The best thing Lottie can say of this period of her life is that this is 
where her son Steve was born.  Al was transferred again – this time back to New York and soon they found a 
permanent home in Huntington, L.I.  By this time, they had three more children:  Rich, Debbie and Andy.  
Lottie had been a 2nd grade teacher in California and now became a “sub” while the children were young.  Later 
she worked for the Long Island Developmental Center in Melville. She was in charge of a volunteer program for 
fundraising and community outreach. 
Both she and Al have attended many workshops at The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Stony 
Brook University which is open to all retired and semi-retired individuals who are interested in expanding their 
intellectual horizons in a university setting.  
After retirement she and Al went to a presentation on the Friendship Force organization which was given by 
Bernie Lipsky  They loved traveling and Bernie was such a dynamo and so appealing that she and Al were 
immediately hooked and became members of the newly formed Friendship Force Long Island. They did quite a bit 
of home hosting as well as traveling with the outgoing exchanges.  Dan Brown was the first President of FFLI and 
when his term came to an end Lottie was elected.  “I became the big guy”, laughs Lottie. 
Her first love (after Al of course) is traveling and meeting new people. She feels that Friendship Force is an ideal 
way to make those dreams come true.  The people she has met through exchanges have become life long friends 
even closer than friends outside of the club.  They have, in effect, become “family.”  
This dynamic lady manages not only to keep interested in traveling but also enjoys the theater, concerts and bridge.  
Amazingly, she remembers all the birthday dates of her 14 grandchildren who range in age from 27-11. 
So where to next Lottie?  “Oh, perhaps a Safari”.  And what a treat for all our members to hear about that one! 

YOUR LONG ISLAND 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OFFICERS: 

 
● President: Ivan Ziegler 

● Vice President: Judy Gardner, 
                        Chairperson of Membership 

● Vice-Presidents:Gerry Pollatos, Jerry Axinn 
                       Chairpersons of Programs 

● Treasurer: Jackie Agdern 

● Recording Secretaries: Joel Weidenbaum, 
                                               Kathy Daly                                            

● Publicity: Mark Heend,  
                      Chairperson of Public Relations 

● Newsletter:  Caroline Mickelsen 


